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F^readie^ in 1S18. 



John 8. 34. 

Verihfs verily I say unto yon .- utkosoever cornmiiieik sin, 
i$ the sertant of sm. 

'^nn'HEN the Jews were told by our Saviour 
that they should know the truth, and the 
truth should make them free; they despised 
the promise, because they thought it offered 
them nothing, which they did not before pos- 
sess. They said they were Abraham's se^d-^ 
they were bom free, and never were in bon- 
dage to any man. They were, indeed, Abra- 
ham's 
B 
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ham^s seed; and althooj^h in subjection to the 
Boman gOTe«iun«ttjt:^ 11^ tetaimid their an- 
cient institutions, and were governed by their 
own laws; so that they preserved an appear-^ 
ance of political liberty* But, the liberty 
meant by our Saviour was a moral or spirtitrnt 
liberty; a liberty, .whifik would enable them 
to perform the duties, and pursue the ends, of 
their being. Of iMk Mberty' they were unhap* 
pily destitute. Like most t>ther hardened 
violators XftBo^ few, they did not know, or 
did not consider that, he who committeth sin^ 
is^tke servant e^J>*i. 

This truth however, our Lord declared to 
liiem; and, as it li^ a ttuth very importent 
and little regarded, I intend, with the divine 
permission, to employ the present discourse ta 
prove and itlustrate it. But firsts it may be 
proper to open the subject, and draw your at- 
^ntion to it, "by a brief exposition of a rather 
difficult passage in the verses followingj^ my 
text. TTie w^rds,are these: The servani abid-^ 
eth not in the house forever; hut the sou 
ahideth for ever. If the son, therefore^ shall 
make youfreey ye shall be free indeed. 

I know 
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i fc&dw, said duf Sayiowv that ycm esteem 
y^^wsekve»\Aghlj; because yent arte AedeaiseB-ic 
liants •# AbMham, and ckowB by 6od froA- 
aMoag all people, tJiat be might egtaMisb )ii» 
name^ and bis iMrship anong yoo; fol* tbis^ 
leasoiH you claim to youffseWes i3Mt spiritnoi' 
j^medom, of which I ani now speaking. BiiD 
let me assure you, the adrantages o€ living 
under the laws and institntiotit of Mes^^ are 
net salient td give yoa freedom ^rom the 
demkiion of sin» The adthdrity of Moses^ 
who was but a semmut^ wais intended tot cbn^^ 
tinue only till the mn of God should conu^ ta 
liBsume the authority df his Fadver. If you 
submit to his authority^ £uthfully embracing 
his ddctrine) you will be fully instrueted and 
empowered to live in obedience to^ his comi- 
m^ids, under the perfect law of liberty. The 
gremt truthi», which you will learn in the 
Gospel dispensation, willr unfold to you the 
will) and the mercies, and the goodness of God; 
IIm su^cient means of salndion, with the full 
hope of everlasting glory^ It will not only 
ifisclose to you thewiH of God, but give you 
a h^Ft to love, and power to practice it. 
B 2 The 
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Tb^ religion, wjbich the son shall establish^ 
being £iual and perpetual, shall do away that 
instituted by the servant^ who was only sent 
tQ prepare you for the greater dispensation of 
thejson.: Fof\ the servant abic^th n0tin:ihe: 
house forever J hut the son abideth forever. 
J[fthe wn, therefore jshedl make you free; if: 
you .will acknowledge him, and live by the. 
truths whi<^h he teaches; you shall be free ^ 
indeed; you will ;theh be the true seed of. 
fjftidifiil Abraham, inheritors of the spirituals 
freedom, in which he seryed God. You shall* 
be superior to: every hurtful influence to 
which your nature can be exposed;- you shall; 
have all your faculties at full liberty to obey 
God in a present life of holiness and right- 
eousness, so that you may fulfil his will here- . 
after in the blessed inheritance, which, from^ 
theffnmdation oftheworld^ He hath prepared 
for all that love Him. 

Hence you may learn, my brethren, that tbe : 
service of God is perfect liberty ; that the 
religion of Christ is the law of liberty; an4> 
that no man is truly free, who does not fpym 
♦ his 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON I. 



GhriBtianity the only true liberty. 



his heart, and direct his life by its doctrines 
and precepts, although under its restraints; 
True liberty,, therefore, cannot be the posses- 
sion of the wicked, -however gifted hf nature 
or fortune, enlightened with knowledge, or 
polished by education. And h^re let me ob- 
serve; this truth is no less of reasdn^ than of 
religion; h kindred sentiment is found in the 
most approved and most elegant of profane 
writings. That the wise man only is fr^, is a 
position maintained in the way of a paradoic 
by both, the Greek and Roman casuists. It is, 
indeed, no matter of wonder, since the primaiy 
duties of our being are immutable as the 
supreme power that ordained them, and^ve 
the intellect by which they are appi^hended, 
that the philosopher in the light : of nature, 
and the inspired Apostle, should each incul- 
cate the same moral prec^t . Yet it is deserv- 
ing^ of .remark that itk the writings of the 
licentious, although philosophic, Roman Sa^ 
tyrist, there may be discovered a coincidence, 
on the subject before us, with the doctrine of 
the divine author of our religion. In some 
psLssages of the works of this elegant' profane 
B 3 writer. 
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imter, it is inferred or asserted, tbat the ntiiid, 
under the influence of any low or hurtful 
propensity, cannot be at liberty to fulfil the 
duties, or enjoy the pure pleasures, 6f life; 
and that he, who is isk> nd^guided, however he 
may ^pear to the world, ^nd whatever be his 
station or dignity, is really in a condition of 
servitude. This sentiment he derived from 
a philosophy the most popular in his time, 
But the easy and elegsmt diction in which it is 
dothed, might almost give it the charm af 
wivfAty^ He says ii| one particular passage, 
^the wise msm oidy is tree; he, who has com^t 
maud of himself, who is affrighted neilhmr by 
poverty, imprispmiieht Hor death ; who it 
brave to deny his sqppetites, and be indiffer^it 
to honours : who is finished and entire in himt 
self, so that notfaiiig from without, can inl^ede 
the smooth course of his life, and fottune 
always retires wounded from assaulting him/ 

These thoughts grace the productions of a 
eelebmted writer, who professed the tenets of 
the JAOst licentious sect of the^Greek Philoso- 
phers. If W6 trace the detail of his morality 
in other parts of his works, or its practice in 

his 
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his <mii life, we find a most kBttiliatittg ^U»- 
s^fftebment with the btoutifnl principle set 
forth in . the passage, of which I have endea- 
voured 4:o give jou the meaning without the 
brevity and elegmice. 

The purpose of this observation upon a pro* 
feokt writer is to exemplify to you that, unas«- 
sisted reason could discover the truth; which | ' 
am illustrating, although it feils of the power 
to display it in practice; and that philosophy 
approves the sacred apophthegm, but to act 
upon it, needs the aid of him who delivered 
it. , 

The very name of liberty to our ears has in 
it something imposing and delightful. But, 
in this, as in numerous other instances, men 
are proud to possess, and to extol, what they 
do not understand. We would all possess^ 
those things, which are .productive of the 
purest pleasure, and most lasting satisfaction; 
to pitch upon such things, we worjd ha^e the 
discernment clear; to attain them the ^M^ulties 
unimpeded. But we are deceived with ap- 
pearances, and carried away in the current of 
' n 4 fashion 
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fai^ion and opinion) or with our qy^n, giddy 
2|nd vain conceits. Looking ^Tvit^i conteinpt. 
upon what is familirr to us, we are.etv^r s^<id- 
ing forth the thoughts in, search, of soip^thing 
new and strange. The mind actiye, restless, 
and enterprising, is ignorant or regardless of 
the sources of happiness, which aijre near, or 
* easily accessible ; and ranges in, negligence apd 
ease, or toils through peril and diflSculty, for 
th^ di^light and satisfaction to be fovmd in 
i^bthing external. Impatient of controul, and 
sinxious tq ^command, elated with the pojs^s* 
sion, or busy for the acquisition, of pre-emi- 
nence, it surrenders the more estimable good, 
l^e free use, and right direction, of its own 
powers ; and often, while seated in authority 
dispensing^ the laws of society, sinks within 
Itself, the secret js^lave of imperious and unlaw- 
ful desires. [•■ . . < 

Thus we often sigh for What we do not un- 
derstand ;,eargerly pursue, and ignorantly em- 
brace, the vfery thing, which if we knew its 
natiire^nd its consequences, we should cauti- 
pusly avoid; and render even liberty a vision- 
ary good, or a virtual evil. 
' * . The 
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l^e multitude value liberty^ as it ^ seems to 
promise the remoy^l of oontr;||pl from the will 
and appetite — ^free scope to their irregular in- 
clinations and impure affections-r-improve- 
ment . of their condition, opportunities of yo<- 
luptuousness, increase of wealth, or elevi^tioa 
to honour. The salutary restrictions of social 
law are very inconyenient, and often intoleran 
ble, to men of wordly desires and loose habits, 
particularly to the young, the ardent, and ad« 
venturous, even where the intention 4Qes not 
appea;r to them criminal. What chiefly eun 
gages their thoughts is not exercii^, and gratis 
iicationfor the intellectual, but indulgence 
for the. carnal, part of our nature. It is the 
pursuit of this license to vicious enjoyment, 
which often makes men so clamorous and yehe-; 
ment to vindicate the cause of public freejlomu 
to complain of rigour and oppression in the 
government, to revile the law^, s^Qd the a^tho^ 
rity by which they aje enacted. 

But the liberty of man, ^s a rational and 
accountable agent, is the opportunity toexer-: 
ci^&,4emd improve hist reason, till it .^pqiiire: 
ascendency, and comxmnd over . hi^. .^niuisU 

propensities^ 
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pTopendties, so that under dke infli^^noeof 
jdiigioii directii|g and nni^iig both tbonfht 
and 4seffsatioo, in obedience to the will ^t his 
Creator, to use the woids of St. Pkiul, he wMg 
Sfieid humember^ the instrmnenU of ti^kt^ 
mm$w8M unto God. 

The liberty^ therefore, which is grateful to 
the many, is of no value to the Christiaft. It 
is a mere permissk>n to be immoral or irreli« 
giotin in. the coanteMoice and protection of 
l^ivil fioeiety ; a liberty that gives scope to the 
most degrading passions, and opens a Md of 
actMii to the mofrt insidious and destructive 
vices* i^ IS, in truth, the liberty, that puts us 
in the broadway to the worst of slavery 4 For, 
whosoever loves, and habitually practkes vice; 
although he may knagine, or even feel himself 
in the escercise of libeity, and the unrestrained 
use of his faculties, eoioiplying with his owa 
will m all his aelionsf is yet in a state of 
blind and despieaH^ servitude, His i?ason^ 
his judgement^, his w^l are all iiico^tivity 
and s^s^ri(4eney to the cani$d «iiind^ In the 
hmguage of ^ apos^e^ he has yielded Ajs mem^ 
hti/^thekMrinH€Ht4i4fu$tififfhtemis^m$ tosm. 

He 
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He IS seduced and mthbeld frdm dbedienoiB to 
y s makerv incapable of dimenting bow fw 
he has departed from the course naiked o«( 
by reason^ md f^igi#n. AhfaMigii gratifying 
every wish of Us beart, ai^ every deuure of bU 
eyeft, he is like tlie mad-onan, who imaginfiv 
faiiMelf smrroanded by all the beauty and 
i^lendffw of n^^re, wb^ ddtnt op in the 
gloomy and kMtdnome d&R of misery, Thm 
he beoomes dead in trespasses and isins^ smd 
' goedi on ignorantly to destructioni as the oi 
is led to die sianghter, 

Thk, how^irer, is mwe the extreme ease of 
theservairt; of t»n. The sinner is eommonly 
semdMe of his unh&f^>y siibjeotion ; but wanis 
resolution and strength to recorer his freedom^ 
Yet manifest as his ignominy may be to himt 
seif, it is often concealed from the world* lie 
is perhaps briield in riohes and grandeur, in ft 
way of life always regarded with courtesy, aiid^ 
in some particulars with approbaticm. Hm 
power, his property, his reputation and digni-» 
ty are protected by the impartial law; anid 
v^ile he lives in apparent ease «Bd pl^asuBre^ 
as idl would like to live; poss&snng what nil 

desire 
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desire to possess; bow few will think that he 
is Hot free, or who shall dare to tell him that 
hejs a slaye ? 

Dear, indeed, to^us is the enjoyment of li^ 
hiertj. May it .animate our hearts with its 
puiest influence, and, except our religion, be 
the last blessing, which foreign hostilities, or 
domestic oppresSifMi, may wrest from us. In- 
deed, if our liberties betake^ away, we shall 
stot long retain the public exercise of our reli-» 
gion ; and, if we lose dur religion, our liber- 
ties will soon follow it. For whatever the in- 
fidel, the Deist, the querulous sectary or the 
nplodem innovator may tell us; the vanity, 
pride, selfishness and ambition, which would 
profane the temples, rob the altars, or trample 
upon the brdinancds of God, will not pause, in 
the security of power, to abrogate the best in-* 
atitiitions of man. He who dares to commit 
slN^rilege, when it suits his purpose will esta- 
Uish tyranny. • 

Let us not, then my brethren, while we are 
the happy Ipossessoirs of liberty in our<dvil 
polity, a^istake its lAotal v^lue, or prevent its 
getmine )^nefits. . I^et lis use it to its legiti^ 
;. : r'> mate 
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mat€^ purposes; to draw forth .and stimulate 
the powers of our minds, in the service of out 
idaker and redeemer; to direct the ability,' 
wliich God has given us, in subservience to his^ 
providence; not only to advance the welfarci^ 
of our own country, but to promote the uAi>» 
versal cause of religion and virtue, and of- 
human happiness. • . * 

If we conceive that liberty Consists in 611-^ 
ing a high station, in spending time idly, uise^ 
lessly, or even in harmless recreation; we> 
greviOusly deceive ourselves ; and are entering; 
upon the train of thought and temper of mind, 
that will gradually reduce us to abject and 
lasting bondage; that will render us unworthy 
subjects pf a free government, dangerous as-^ 
soeiates of moral society, and lost members of 
the Christian church. For he must be an un- 
worthy citizen of an industrious common- 
wealth, who contributes nothing to the general: 
prosperity; he must be an unfit member i)f 
society j whose vicious example would seduce* 
virtue or corrupt inuocene^; and he must be, 
a reprobate follower of Christ, who disobeys 
the commands of his blessed master. . 

If 
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r If the unbounded tie^ise t9 scaftwJity be 
iibwty^ s^ tbif libwty b^ bapjiiiiA^ tbe 
}f^9B*A of the £(>resti 9iid the birds in the wp« 
ane £ree? and happiet th^ia mad. They aM al^ 
l^^ed to gntttfy nfipetite ushfH; the otjjeet of 
it ie befoiN^ th^o^ They hftve liC^pleMore^ bii4 
of seiiM; and no uiee«tiives to aDtioiii but tiid 
calls of appetite^ These they obey and inu9t 
obey; because th^ ha^e Mt the aid of reason 
to lesist or snbdne them. If the supetiiHP fa^ 
<vnities of man gire him the consciousness of 
gmlty submisaiaai tc^ the impulse of animal 
pleaaure, but eonfet not the power to with*- 
fltasd it ; they oidy raider him more miseraUe 
than the brwtes» wkn hairing no knowledge of 
ikB sulgeel^m they lire in^ are not aceoiuitar 
ble for it, and have no Oouseioumess of oi^ 
fence. 

> How bitter, tben, must be the reflections of 
those, for such there be, who have sought those 
gxatifications only, in which they are surpass^ 
ed by the bnrtes ; and have passed their lives 
unmarked by any performance so valuable as. 
the labours of the ox? They have dishonoured 
their being, violated the image of their creator, 

and 
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and desfiiiged his bounty. Bora to the liberty 
of celestial spirits, they have degraded them- 
Helves to the servitude of irrational creatuced. 
Unhappy and alanmng, and almost unac- 
eountatble, is the condition of those, who in 
the maturity of j^ars and understandings have 
thus ignonunioualy snrr^idered the freedomi* 
of their ration,al nature. With respect to ar^ 
dent and inexperienced youth, it excites little 
surprise in the reflecting mind, that they are: 
oftener seduced by inclinationi then gpvemed 
by the dictates of wisdom; that they turn at 
every cqiportunity from the rough and sdmMSb 
solitary avenues of virtue to the gay and 
Clouded walks of pleft^uce ; that they foUew,, 
where older years precede, even in contempt of 
the adviser, who allures them by his example,, 
while he would dissuade them by admonition^ 
But) we should scarcely believe, unless con-^ 
iiinced by sure observation, that repeated die* 
appointment and continued suffering do not 
art last teach prudence and, reclaim from error. 
It is natur^ to imagine that he, who has writb* 
ed with the pang^ of disease, will seek the 
preservatives of health ; that he, who has found 

only 
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only sickening and delusive satiety in repeated^ 
courses of licentiousness, will submit himself 
to salutary discipline ; that he, who has suf- 
fered yestr after yeiarto p^ away unimproved, 
and knows that tvhen a few more shall have^ 
Elapsed, he must appear in another existence 
to account for his use of the present, will se- 
dulously devote the remaining period to con- 
ciliate the mercy of his judge ; that he, who 
has been satisfied with no accumulation of 
\i^ealth, or elevation of power, whoni success 
in one project has only incited to the prosecu- 
f ioii of another more arduous and magnificent, 
might see the Vanity of all earthly greatness, 
and dei^ist from a pursuit, of which the object, 
with still increasing speed, is flying beyond 
his reach. 

Too truly, however, and too generally the 
reverse of all this will be the conclusion of him 
who ha^ attentively noted the affections and 
manners* of mankind, while he has lived* 
among them, and of him who has studied 
them in the history of precfeding times. 

Every day exhibits the votaries of pleasure 
suffering for their excesses with ill health and 

impaired 
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j^d^ the sad ejects of^j^ir y^ees hidffy iw4 
few a^e k^dy ^oug^ to deny: t^i^r appitB^^jQ^ 
ys^s pf v^^ote dreadful coi^sequ^cq^ b^ireafteiw 
Tlfi^JIWrpospi they tjpish^ to c^g« tbijeir ffijfk^ 
f^^ctrr^Mi^ beg^i^ pf re^jji^iopif^tP^ 
4efe|n^d, th/e conyei^^ season pBv^v M^yfsi^f 
^1^ ^i^iijg^g y;earf takj^ Jj^ay Jw^ the WP^ 
jt^ an^ t^e po\fer.pf tifeueir TfW^tfd ej|09y9^^$«|» 
)^ ^g^ ^nd del^iU|:y t^ ^if^t^^CfitiP^^ .wfaijch 
4a^e,p2^ jto ijeturii no more) ^il^ k^ping pos- 
j^s^ of }ii» fancy ^ the senfiiia^^t r/etaii^s ia 
l^tnosT^ct the wi€Jke|i|i»e$s^ which he i^not 
pfWiiqfi^ Where th^ wt of inte^ipfen^itm p 
1^ incompati^e with the progressiva deciiy 
.i^f strength) ijt ioften .attends iU yictini ttjt the 
Jbtpq^ .of tfre g^are* Though .eyery dmi^ 
lttim]ala^e thje di^e^use^ i^t is plmii^ thb life 
^ the druiduurd; i^ jd^^ite <>f piaiu and ad^ 
jpowtiony he cppl^nuef hif /qourse^ ooyetii^i 
1^ l<^g .^ 1^ cw tjB^sf^ei th$ poist^NQOUs oc^^ ( 
JBt^old the mun) >who90 tjime: and talents 
we i^Mseasiaijitly devoft^ to ih$ aaquisitttoh of 
wefi^h* lie liinite his me?^. .only :hy iii^ 
wc^mity, being npnghit in his deaJin^s^ jositio 

far 
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far as is^neee^»ary to maintain a fair oharMter, 
Hand unsuspected criedit/ He is always plausi- 
ble, forbearo injustice, when it' is troublesome 
■6t hazardous, and strictly conforms to the law, 
-ithei^ detcGtibn would expose him to its pe- 
nalties. H^e spends liberally, often wisely. 
tSbme 'Specious instances of charity leaving 
hi$11idaps undiminished, excuse to his con- 
•sciehce/tome fraud, and much doubtful inte- 
grity, by which they were accumulated; ren^ 
■der him. in his own opinion better deserving 
of future increase, and display him to the 
ptiblic dn object of both envy and respect, the 
abundant possessor of that which all covet, 
and which all ar6 wi^ing to serve. iThus 
while his conscience is lulled to sleep, he con- 
-ciUates the good will, and is begtiiled "^iih the 
«])plau$^, < of a world as blind and selfish as 
himself. But all thi^ time he ik serving ah 
imperious master. The Denion of riches is 
the deity he adored and obeys, and shall adore 
and obey. If the languor or irifiihities of age 
^call faiitn from bustle to repose, the s^me anxi- 
ous cares/await his retirement. ^ To his parting 
houT^ the love of gaia'a little modified and 
> restricted, 
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restricted, perhaps, is his tuKtig pttsidn ; and 
fiiis last eartbly consolation is to bequeath th^ 
passion, With its olgect to those, who are f* 
fill that place on the earth, Which he must 
Tt^ke empty. 

Now, ttoy btetbren, consider truly. Aju? not 
nil p^rtoni^ of any character here desertbed ia 
d pitiable state of serritude ? Is not their rea-^ 
son, the endowment which places noan aboref 
6tber animals, in subjection to the animal priti^ 
ciple ? Dto they, or can they, stpply the facul-^ 
ties of the understanding, or even the phyjsical. 
powers of the body, to those purposes, fof 
which the Almighty gate them?-^the purposes, 
which revelation commands, and reason itseli^ 
directs ?^-^the pui^oses, which their own eon-* 
iiciences^ cann6t but approve? If they do liot, 
say not they are free. Db they not acknow- 
ledge that their intellectual is the far superior 
part of their nature, given to preside av^t the 
whole J to temper and controni their affections^ 
and direct their active powers? And can that 
being be free, whose nobler and celestial part 
h restrained froin performing its proper func* 
f ions, through subservience to the earthy and 
ca ignoble? 
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ignoble? If you converse with them, indeed, 
upon their condition; they may tell you they 
^re free; they may be as indignant as the Jews 
were, at beiug accounted slaves. They may 
say, they do as they please, they speak as they 
please, they think as they please. Is it their 
plefisure, then, always to. subserve a vicious 
passion, which must in the end deprive th^n 
of all pleasure ? If they be free, how is it that 
they so constantly act and think in subjection 
to sin, which, their reason tells them, cannot 
make them happy ?— which; their religion as- 
sures them, will be everlasting ruin ? Why do 
they not walk, as the children of light, exhi- 
biting the character of rational and free agents 
in the ways of righteousness and salvation ? 
Can any free and sane person walk forward 
with his eyes open to an eternity of suffering 
before him ? No — ^They are in bondage more 
th^n the ass that is driven, or the African that 
toils under a task-master* Sin is their task- 
master, and they must do his work ; unless 
they will acknowledge their subjection, fear- 
less of offending their tyrant; and reckless of 
any pain that he can inflict seek their emanci-' 

pation 
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patkm ill Him^ wtio is ever ready to give rest 
io the ioedty and heavy ladin f 

But; let us direct our attention awkile to 
the chiefs and Lords of the earth, and note 
whether they be less in a iSitate 6f naiental ser- 
vittide than th6 multitudes that are under 
their command. From the earliest records w6 
learn that no degree of power, no extent of 
dominion can quiet the spirit of military and 
r^gal ambition. Here we. eontetopUte the 
dark and terrible proi^ets of the man, who, 
standing on the summit 6f human greatness, 
has exhibited in tbe dominion of passioH: <^er 
reason, the destructive ferocity of the tiger, 
with the malignant subtilty of the serpent. 
In such a character what an unhappy instance 
do we behold of the sulgiigation of reason ?— of 
the triumph of the evil principle in the buitaan 
mind ? Conquest pointed his way, and he ap- 
peared ^ clothed in th^ wrath of omnipotence, 
bearing on the ensigns of war both the scourge 
ai^ document to p»rinces and people. Yet, in 
all his fortunes and achieven^qts we may 
trace the haughty, unconscious slave of guilty 
c 3 desareS) 
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desires, which oppress the mind> that engen- 
ders or feeds them, with despotism more awful 
and lamentable than that suffered bj the na^ 
tions destined to his tyranny. 

Let us direct our attention for one momwt 
to the great -usurper, whose success in our 
times has afflicted Europe, and astonished the 
world. For righteous, although unknown pur- 
poses he was permitted to triumph in yield* 
ing to, the evil impulse. But the supreme ar- 
biter of kings in his good season, turned the 
desolation up6n the host of the destroyer, and 
smote to the ground both the horse and if^ 
rider. At his first reverse, like the presump- 
tuous Assyrian of old, he fled back by the way 
that he, came, terrified apd discomfitted, not 
indeed by the sword of the enemy, but by the 
invisible hand of an interposing providence. 
After exemplifying a second time the uncer- 
tainty of earthly greatness, he has. at length 
fallen,* we may hope to rise no more, to a 
state of degradation and humility )vhere his 
ambitious spirit is impotent and harmless. 

Adversity, 

♦ Preached Jn 1818. 
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. Adversity, as the. minister of the Aliiug)ity» 
correcting and humanizing the heart, teaches 
lis to : know ourselves. Although a severe, 
mistr^s, she is an excellent nurse of that li-^ 
bertjv which is truly valuable to man, in re- 
ference to both his present and future existence. ^ 
Taking off the veil that success and pleasure 
cast upon the mental eye, she enables it to be- 
hold the transient glories of mortality in the 
clear light of truth. Dissipating the delusion, 
by which the imagination is captivatted, or t|ie 
i!eason subdued, she often raises us from the- 
chains of passion to the freedom and dignity 
of moral agents. 

Haw far this happy result may be ^xem* 
plified in the late oppressor of the continent :. 
whether adverse fortune will teach him wis- 
dom, and collect th^ better energies of , }iin 
min4 to br^ak the bonds of ambition ; or more 
confound his moral judgment of his own ac- 
tions, and more enslave his reason? whether, he 
has been checked in mercy to suffering Europe 
to deliver it from war and oppression ; or, in 
the progress of designs inscrutable to htinian 
int^lligeiice, to harden the oppressor by vin- 
c 4 dictive 
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dictive, or tempier bim by dorrectire eliastke* 
iftent, into th^ fit ag^nt pf eveirts yet ia the 
,wbmb of futiirity either to bless or ^ffliet 
mankind? — ^these are questions reserved iri the 
secret counsels df Heat^ri, and possibly l<ide« 
terminable to us, l{ut in the revoiutioiis ^ 
tinte, and the fete of enipir^is. 

We are, however, less edncerned to consider 
what may be the future fortunes of this extra- 
ordinary person, than to dra# a ntoral lesikin 
froinhi^ example';^— fo leath h(M baneful is 
Human grtetness, ^hen it enslaV^ the iiiihd 
o{ its possesscfr f how much bfe^ter it is tb lite* 
in a cottage with all the faculties at Kbert;|^ ta 
s3^rve fheir Creator, in pursuit of tKte endi for 
which He gare them, than to sit upon a! throne' 
fiilih^ over millioits, while the mind is inf cap^ 
tivity, conipell^d to obey the passions wW^ 
ft ought to command; to direct the service 
which it ought to abjute; to rebel against thef 
God that gave it; and to be the agent of iti? 
own perdition — ^For iny b^thren, tari we tliink 
that this warrior, conquer6i', arid potentate, 
before whofte arms so large a part of the Cifvili-k 
zed world trembled— can we, in Cbnstiatf 

Charity 
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€%arii^ think, fliat h6 ^ti^byed th^ libc^rty, 
whkh alone can grace and dignify bnutanity } 
Bball we not rather slay, althotigb he kneid H 
not J neither did his hedrt think ^; that while 
the powers of the earth were extemal}y at hiid 
dis^H^t, he was in bondage to those malign 
nant and selfish ^ireg, which sin introduced 
to our nature, and which ar6 the cause of all 
our itiiseries ? 

What I have said, I think, i« too clear and 
forcible to need a recapitulation^ and I trust 
it has impressed jour hearts with the truth 
uttered by divine lips, that be who committetli 
^ifk is the servant of sin ; that vice of every 
kind enslaves, as it degrades ai^d defiles, the 
soul, 

Would we then enjoy that liberty which is 
proper to our being, that freedom, by which 
alone we can apply to their right uses, an4 
&rect to their right ends, the privileges be- 
i^t6wed by human laws ; we must acquire the 
tH)inmand over ourselves. Self is the strong* 
est enemy, the most absolute tyrant, that we 
hate to feai*. We tnust moderate desire, keep 

the 
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the heart with diligence, and have the passions 
at rest ; so that nothing from uuYAiititiay ris^ 
ia resistance to the dictates o^ conscience, or 
the course of. duty. But every person, who 
has attentively marked the infirmity in Im 
own br^ust, must be sensible that we have not 
in ourselves the power to do this. Philosophy 
Asserting the efficiency of reason may set be- 
fore you a proud display of the faculties and 
energies of the mind. Morality may prescribe 
the strictest rules of conduct — But it is reli- 
gion, the Christian religion only, that can 
make yoii, what every wise man desires to be, 
the master of himself, the safe and skilful 
pilot of his own understanding, able to exhibif 
the genuine beauty and dignity of human na- 
ture, in the course of a pure, upright, ' vir- 
tuous, and blameless life. Christ alone can 
make you truly free. . If you fly to him with 
a just sense of your own worthlessness and 
helplessness, submitting yourselves with sin- 
cerity and confidence under the healing of his 
wings, he will take oflfthe servile yoke, which 
subjects your reason to your lusts, and give 
you* the power to think and to act as your 

reason 
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reason prescribes, as your conscience approTCS^ 
as the will of Heaven commands. He will 
enable you to perceive, to chuse, and retain the 
things congenial with the immortal principle 
within you. He will give you that state of 
the mind and affections, which, harmonizing 
alike w}]th divine and human laws, renders 
obedience to both easy and happy ; which a^ 
lone, in rational estiniation can make you 
worthy of pre-eminence; which in the sight 
of Omniscience exalts you above the unjust or 
licentious lords of the earth, the corrupt coun* 
sellor, and, what is more appropriate to these 
times, the uncertain favour of the factious 
ntultitude. This is the liberty of a social, in<- 
tellectual, and accountable being, conferred 
by no laws, no form of government, nopart&-« 
no learning. }t .may be a stranger or the comf 
psinipn equally to the monarch on his throne, 
to thejupnqueror in his triumphs, to the pea- 
sant in his cottage, or even to the prisoner in 
his chains, or to the slave in his bondage. The 
jslave Onesimus had not this liberty, when in 
the pursuit of freedom^ he deserted from his 
waster; but possessed it when converted by 

St. 
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St. Faol, he teturned petAient sMd subm&sire 
io ihe duties of his servitude. 

'tfcis is the only trtie libierty, becatise thii 
alone ^ve's us li*a^p»ii](es^, fb^ tf^hieh all meh 
desit^ libiertjr. It disengages u^ froYtf all those 
rick^ H/ti^ch ^aste the subi^tatfce, indpait the 
health oi^ th^ titid^tstanding, break the rest, 
aid* itotibl^ the c<yiii^cien6e, rtt tiis Kfe, or 
&rken futurity with ovenvhelrtitig terrors, 
it nourishes our thoughts, designs, antd efforts 
in unioii ^rth the purposes of God, tti ettett 
the happiness of erery thing that is guiltless 
4nd setisitive in his uni verss^j ereation , Giving 
Hk the unfettered exercif^ and a|>pflication of 
both soul and body in the service*of righteoris* 
pess, tbr6ugh all the pains and vieissitudeii of 
the pr^seht existence, it conducts us in com 
fideAce aftd coteposiire to meet our final and 
awful destinies in the piresertce of our redeemed 
and jpdge. It is, therefore, the liberty of 
reasonf, the Jiberty of religion, the liberty of 
a Christian, the liberty of an ^ngeU 

As this iA the only ti^ue Kberty, so the sub- 
jection to sin is the only real slavery. The 
severest tyranny of this world can only enslav6 

the 
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the body, while it leates free the spirit, that 
is in communion with Christ. But no favours 
of fortune, no worldly prosperity, can give 
freedom to the soul, which is bound with the 
fetters of sin. 

Let nothing, that has now been said, be 
miscontrued in a meaning hostile to the poli- 
tical liberty, which is the boast of this nation. 
But dear as that iqheritance is, let it be rightly 
understood, and wisely applied. And, may 
we all, by the means of grace disclosed in the 
Gospel, cultivate the yet infinitely more va- 
luable moral and religious freedom here illus- 
trated. Without this all civil* liberty must 
be an unprofitable possession ; *but with its 
.influence supporting us, under any form of 
government, we may rise superior to all the 
evils, which the best hui8an institutions are 
intended to prevent, as well as to those which 
they can never reach. Time has po ifiuiferings 
or perils, eternity has no terrors, to subdue 
the soul which has its hopes and affections in 
the everlasting blessings promised by Him, 
who is the fountain of liberty and happiness, 

and 
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Preached in the Autamn of 1819. 



. If. \'y 



St. John^s Gospel 8. 42. 



Jtsus said unto them ; if God were your Father ^ ye would 
love fne. 



"WfTITH these words our Saviour denied 
what the Jews had just before affirmed, 
that they had God for their Father. The pas- 
sage may be paraphrased thus— If you were 
the affectionate children of God ; if you 
were accustomed to obey his voice, like good 
and dutiful children ; you could not hate 
and reject me ; you would embrace, with 
'satisfaction and joy, the truths which I teach, 

and 
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and execuije, witk n^cjtity^ tl^ 4Ht]es which 
I enjoin : iw^ I come ir4m £lod ; and my lan*< 
guage, and doctrines^ and miracles, are His, 
The thing, which makes you not believe me, 
is not the w^tntfpf evidence^ but that i^y dpo- 
trine is not agreea2:de to your wishes, your 
prejudice^, and humours ; that it censures 
your corrupt traditions, and the superstitious 
x^eremonies, wjbjich you ti^iye iptroduced into 
your religion ; that it condemns your mode 
of living, and opposes the favourite inciina^ 
tions of your hearts. 

Although the law, which our Saviour j^reach-' 
ed, was for the everlasting benefit of man; yet 
the Jews, you see, to whom it was immediately 
revealed, could not receive it. This new law; 
was to supply jthe deficiencies equally of the 
natural law, and of the law o^ Moses. Yet the 
Jews, to whom the oracles of Heaven were eh-* 
trusted, who had been selected from all nations 
of the earth, to preserve the true knowledge 
and w brship of the Almighty Lord of the uni- 
ven?e — this very people could not receive this 
complete and efiectual law : and our Saviour 
tells them, the reason was that, they h^d not 

loved 
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loved the Father, nor served him; they had 
not, in heart and .in life, practiced the law of 
mercy and justice visible in the natural light 
of reason, and divinely revealed to the posteri- 
ty of Jacob. That law, they had perverted 
and made subservient to the. pride, aiid evil 
propensities of the mind; they had violated 
the commands of God, had offended him in the 
departure from the virtues, in which he chief- 
ly delights ; — thus they had alienated them- 
selves from Him, and had contracted those 
mental habits^ with which they were proved 
incapable of love to our Saviour, and of assent 
to bis doctrine. 

Contemplating this unhappy state of the 
peculiar people of Heaven, when their redeem*- 
er, and the redeemer, of mankind, lived and 
taught among them, I have formed the pur^ 
pose of addressing you in reference to the 
present state of religion among us; to shew 
you that, by the appointment of God, in con- 
sistence with his moral government of man-^ 
4cind, a sincere, upright, unprejudiced mind is 
open to receive, and well prepared gradually 

to 
D 
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io iknfferstsiiid^ Divine Reyelatiott^and to ^rac^ 
lice tke ETbngelical virtlifis. 

• I pxf pdse to prove this from the fioonie of 
Gbd^s providem^ lb tine C0iiititutixm, chvaio 
|]er, aisd lAioritl ^vemnant of the huBan 
4iiiiiad9 as^ it is exhibited to it« in tke inspire!^ 
^mie, and as we discover it in the Uves^ 
aiui wiriiiie«B ^ dien. 

Wie leam^ ^from the Divine word, that «rc 
lii^ 4iorn lin *si|i . Except <that, we ^are isedem^ 
ibd iitfi^er the conditions of the eovena^ of 
grace, we come into the world lost <aD8ataires. 
We are so far fallen from original righteous-^ 
fiteSr tiiat dar iiest actions pai^ake^^tfaeaatiire 
<lf sm* Wehave, neverthelesB^t^er<|mpiaiite4 
in theeihl^yo Realties •of the undciistandin^ 
<»r corfinuinieated froito time to time, /in the 
eotistant^bf^ secret agency of the Holj Spiikf, 
B powBr 4o distii^uish and chuse betw^ey 
^ght lapd vi^roag, and to c^ii^rehend and obey 
"theflatv of God. This power ^ is ^ikit given to 
•oniS'and^withfa^ld froml^o<iher; it ^is<the4{om* 
O^wendowmeqt of every ^descendant of Adam. 

It 
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" , '- • •"■;- — 1 h wa' ., 1 ,• r'.U 1 1 ' ^ ^ \ t < 

It may not, indeed, be imparted to all in 
jegual portions. One ijian lias only oi^e ti 
knt; anpther ha^ ten. ^ut fo every one is 
jfiveji what is essential to hh consolation liere, 
Igail to his nndisturbed felicity in the imme^^ 
snmble durations of futujrity; all that i^^ ne-* 
xessary to conduct him to the blessed encj, 
which almitjhtr Moi^lness h^s marked out for 
him; so that he cannot rail to arnva at that 
^4%^^^t through perver^eness and wayward- 
nes^p in the e:^ercis^ of th^ understanding and 
the go\;ernment of the heart; but through a 
.criminal negrlect or abusp of the powers eiven 
him, for the attainment of the salvation of 

^Y' I - .V .-!.>. V'^A, '/k^^.r^ ...» ^.A *! 

With this directing . power, mm rational 
principle, man w^s priginally formed in tlie 
likeness of his Maker; and, since his fall, it 
is by the exercise pf this faculty, that he at- 
tains to any knowledge of the existence, of the 
attributes, and of the will of his maker. That 
this knowledge is attainable, to a considerable 
.degree, hj the natural light of reason improv- 
.ed by education and re fleet ion» cannot be 
.depied by any person, who has only a slieht 
D 3 acquaintance 
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t u - ...» 

acquaintance with the wisdom of the ancient 
heathens. But it is attested by St. Paul in his 
epistle to the Romans^ That, which may be 
known of Godj saith he, is manifest in inen; 
for God hath shewed it unto them; for tht 
invisible things ofHin^^from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, even his eternal 
power and Godhead, being understood by the 
things that are made. And again he says; 
there is no respect of persons with God. 
For, as, many as have sinned without law, 
that is, without a particular or revealed law, 
shall perish without law, in the day when God 
shall judge the secrets ofm^n by Jeius Christ. 
For, when the Gentiles, which have not the law^ 
the revealed law, do, by nature the things con^ 
tained in the law : these, having not the law, 
are a law in themselves, who shew the works 
qfihe law written in their hearts. 

But) in opposition to th£s spiritual or ra- 
tional principle, there is in man, from the 
transgression in Paradise, another principle 
springing up in the degenerated nature, and 
liable to accession of strength from time an^ 
habit, and from the influence,* which wickeA 

• " spirits 
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spirits are permitted to exercise against us* 
This latter principle is continually soliciting 
us to infringe the law of our reason, in dis- 
obedience to the. will of its divine author. 
The flesh tu&teth agajinH the spirit, and the 
spirit against the fleshy saith the apostle to the 
Galatians, and these are contrary the one to 
the other; so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would. As the mind submits itself to this 
<;amal principle^ it insensibly loses its moral 
energy; — the power, with ,the pleasure, of 
obedience to the divine Jaws: — ^thus it be- 
eQnies more and more the lover, and doer, of 
iniquity. ' 

Henfce have arisen all the evils, that embit-> 
ter the life of man; all that disturbs the peace, 
or de&rms the beauty of this< part of God^s 
creation ; and that still resists his purposes in 
the production of the human race. From the 
prevalence of this evil principle, to subdue or 
impair the powers of reason, guilt and misery 
had dominion over the world, when the son of 
!Gbd rame into it. For, although th6 more 
enlightened among the heathen had some 
knowledge of .the' Deity, and of the law, by 
D 3 which 
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wftich he wills that his intellectual dreaturdi 
should govern therhselTes ; yet ilke far greater 
parts the multitude, were in utifer darkness, 
left to live and die like tlie beasts that perish. 
Even the best informed Ifi^d only a doubtfull 
prospect into futurity, terrific appreheiisionSj 
or gloomy restless hope, of what might hap- 
pen after death- and having up animating 
principle of right conduct, they rafety prac- 
ticed the great virtues^ which, their reasbn 
told them^ should have Tieen tne ornaftien^ of 
their lives- Amid all th^e learriihg auA in- 
telfigence of their sages arid philosophers, aild 
the influence of many . illustrious ex^*ihjples*8f 
individual excellence,, soirie of the coaiirionest 
qiuties of . life where wholly neglected ; some 
most hateful vices were toleratedt)y law, or tfie 
planners of the great — ruay, were ev6n a part 
their religious rites. . jSven as they aid not 
like to retain God in their %nowleage^ s'aitn 
the Apostle to ^the Romans, Cro^gfauc i%em 
up,t(f (t reprobate inlnd, to work' those tfiings. 
which are not convenient, 6em^ jelled tp%th all 
unrighteousness. 

While such was the state of the mtfst polish- 
ed 
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§mf^ wefi^lffH^ f4 AM^ trift/ih. 



edbisr <^pk of iGod, w« not iap(«e|i b^flteTi 
St. PMl to the Rc^Mtiis ^i^^^it^Mw^ ^ iir^). 

emA bs, ihere h Dove «&9< 4mdef»Uf»4(^ 
there w nmeikM seek(ik^^&o4. Th^ 
areMll^aneota qf^e¥>99t ikeffxir^Mgtih^ 

good, no n&t ^ne^ 

. B|rt whafterer was the depsBTitj <ff iCSod's 
national oreatioo, hi^ fatfaeadf prcmAeoee !Wfia 
nei^ wirtlidfawii from tkeak. in '^very iwml^on 
i^ &uhhfal ficml is, «Teir Bra^, «iiA)ei^ ^rill be 
kiB lespeeiial caie. The nan, fv4ia id^^ :> 
diltgent, ahdrthe proper ^use oC(tbe HBmvledg^ 
joEiqmrted ito him^ of the ability wht€^3ief>0»> 
^aasses^o aeds: God ajid-to «ei^eiiia|, is w'i^ 
el^ilnteii^tiEoe of his mercy. Ifowevw )wiite4 
hik jnrteAigkice iinay be; hoiw^ever ilm^ ^ihe 
^Uimneiliit^ of ditine ii^M 'uponi im i^iift^ 
#dstfioiiest »id fintlifttl use of Ahe ^norrotp 
jneank grated to .him) is ayailabie tto idfji^ 
lapowhrnk tfrorti Heiiyen ^ fiii^er Impfil]^ loS 
Jiglitt mA it (niiiE beaoeepted^fer tibe YightiiAmA- 
i^maanfattb ; so tfaat>by 4^e.cdmmcmiaii^ ta^ 

D 4 law 
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la^ o£ pardon and redemption, the coveuiant 
i^ealed'by the blcknl of Christ, he wiU cAand 
jiMified among the assembly of the faithful, 
hi the great day of salvation. Is God the 
J&od of the Jews oniy\ saith the apostle airea^ 
]dy cited. Is he not also of the Gentiles f yea\ 
of the Gentiles also t seeing it is one G^d^ 
ihat shaU justiftf the drcumeision bjf faithy 
and the uncircumcision through fixith* 

Tli^ ^honest and good heart improving the 
^pportunhrties afford^ it, whellier of nature 
or gtace, is drawn bya reveriential fear of God, 
tct i^ithiin Christ, and to the love and prac- 
<ticfe 6f kis saving" religion. Conscious of its 
infirinity, of' its iijcapacity to righteousness, 
of its inability to secure its own happiness, 
^tfaout the blessing of him, who formed itj 
i)Ut' sincerely desirous- to do his will, and to 
'^^ciliate his blei^ing, it is so valuable in His 
all discerning sight, that He looks fnnn his 
dwelHng in the secret plaice of eternity to inr 
%Sipt6i aiid i^Ve it. ^ Tho^ Heaven is his' ^rone^ 
kmdi^iMfth is JUs footstool; to that man wUlHe 
4otiky that is poor, and of d contrite spirit^ 
iind ihattrembleth at hisiword. To the good 

i centurioui 
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centurion^ Cornelius, ^apaiaiigel was sent fifom 
Heayen, to announce that his. praffer0 and 
idms wdre tweepted^ ast a iMmorialibq/bre 
God. This gave occajstiott ;to; th^ :c(ecla^tipji^ 
of St. Peter : Qf a truth I perceive i^af God 
is no respecter f^ persdm; buf, i^ evfty^na^ 
tion, he tkatfeareth HimjiMd fvorkfith ris^t- 
eousnesSf is accepted mtji Him. , , , 

Hence you l^rn, my bi-et^renj that;, air 
though in th^ wajs of Go^i^s provi^/^nce 1^ 
fallen majft, great dffllcnlties be opposed to th^ 
practice of righteoi|sn^$s; yie^ his faypui; is 
always conferred for ^i^cere. and honest en? 
^eavours to do his will; th^t. he gives more 
light and ability tp thps^; who weU ^iply that 
which is already given; aind t)ie faithful go oi) 
from strength to strength ii^ the suje li^ay of 
salvation. 

But, where a disposition and ejBTort to im- 
prove the advaiitages of the divine gift do not 
exist, thd sinful creatute will be abandoned to 
his own incompetent powers; the reaspi^) from 
-having yielded to the icvil principle, becomes 
.still wei^Ler; iti^'jight is more and niore cpn- 
trao^; 1^ that, in the end, thse opportunities 

of 
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iff lfcVil» gWKe beiii^ cfmiiiunril^ negfecMd^ 
ibt^'s»«l will be .l«lft !for vrer ibtmd and ^beaA 
fb ^heU^pkme^ und ^n; Tlmb tiie «enf>ture is 
mHtm ^ «tk f^tM hath 9k9« be ffik,en, und 
yi^ mtk ¥ftat ham n&t, shcUl beti^en «i)<» 

our own obser^%ii«il» Wfe ^tisdl thten iBets^tiic^t 
-ASi ^\y i& me;t<^m|«Bl-,'&iuA k;<Mtetit«ition of 
^e%tt)«iahininid,i^slt is exl^tf t^tnholj'imit; 
M^^kewiie tkive fiiid \\ in t)ie mffifttfeidi «»d 
liv^ ^ bien, ^ere Is soifiethmg itendm^ «• 

l%c^ ^e ibe)ft, ^vhO, ull^u^ fflembeiis of 

iMMiSiiiltilttff i-d¥kkd i^igiiiim, i»]|>^ly profess. 
kk^ % taike t^^t^^ fyr tttek guide, annd, % it* 
dictates alone, to form their hearts, ^nd dt|«et 
"ffieir»fc<^'dtf<ft. 

- 'No^ yt^i^l h^tiitecft M^th'mif ttuch petw 
^tts'df very strict iiidi^iAb. itm dll their hodxted 
!V6^3Mty,'difd bMiei^^it«&; ^in aH their >^si 
fcir ^he r^lTdriJii^tibn '(d^ tifattkind; if yon eoe- 
l&^nb'{^ir1i¥es,^uWill >ai6ick>v«r them tos. 
'rekriiinisB^ ihe ^aidd'ahd |>r«^<«ib)i^Oite 
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m^ of TfifeSftfe ^iiiWy miS^HdiaeSg. Yffii'wSil 
find them living in subjection to the sensfMS'' 

mind^, to ssiiie of ^um^mka^m^ aAfish 

M^ofife; 6t pe^Ha^^^^raaialiy l6»th^ait^r§i; 
Jkl« to i*ttth ariU v^rftte, m^ dll de^ib 
cultivate them, except ^o far as they be neces- 
sary or conducive to their temponil prosjierity. 
If i^ey do real I r believe in k supreme govetnor, 
frho in a future stiate mil puilisTi t^e vitious 
aWd^rewntd tTie vlrtlibns; yell: they meditalte 
tipOti liibi and fxis McJMlij under the influence 
bf passioVis br^'ppetites indulged cfriittraty 1:o 
Im law; of "^rejildicf^s against his lafW result- 
ing from thai indulgeiice: Whence their fecul* 
ties die si) #Jecttkrited and deteriorated that 
tfi'e^ catinot apprelieiid the purity aud excel- 
lence of the divine u^ture, nor understaud ot 
aclcnowledge the divine rule of life. They 
have tlierefore neither taste to relish, nor a 
mind to understand, the fiospel of Christ, nor 
the ability to live in conformity %vith its truths, 
its doctrines, and its precepts, Ii^ their neg- 
lect to improve their reason to the nobler 
purposes for which is Was 'giv^n, tliey havfe 

failed 
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£»i^ ^rki^w'the fatjper; aad» hence, like. 
^^/J^^in^ they cani^ ireverence and love the 

j^The (f5?SPi^l disd^ses ^ tiiaoy {jpn^rtable, 
sq^ii)|iipi|iy*4^ira))l^ truths fo the be}iiBTer; is sa 
fl^^^jf, j^. c^er^shing^^p those qi^ities and 
giftf^ ^V^ iv«.€^te^ most amiaj^le aiid ex-< 
cel)|be^ti^;the j^u^ c^^iaracter ; in|ts prej^epts. 
is^^o cav^nwt^ |:^ri;i^s<if right it^oaduct 
jffe»^Y\h^ 1^ reasop; that to rgect . it iudi- 
qates: .a strange jdeW^nc;jr of wisdom,.a deplo- 
rable.iiji^jpI)licatio)i pf the intellectu^al powers* 
J[t is^ .]jiow.evje)^t <?oasistent epoj^^h for those to 
Te^p% i^ wjio find theoosely^^s CH^deiQned by 
its ^dpctripe^ ; whp fe^l that its commanded 
4i^ti^,,^ri^«.J4)<M;)mpatib^ with the. pjeasnres or 
Wtjeii^J^t^onwbiphf.jtJ^^ set their hearts; 

th^t it forbids .thf fayq^rit^yio^, which they 
cannot, or will not forsake^ Such peaple may 
wish itrto^ be a fictiQu; ipay urge every ob*. 
jectipn, fi^d a^opt. pj^iy^ argument^ that so- 
phistry caj^ jB|ipjply , t(^ 1^ri?g, i* • VtP ^isTcypu te^. 
At first, j^erhapk, they lia^htly disregard it, and 
ai;eT only . better pleased to hear it. defamed 
.tljil^n 4efende4> .thei^ yic^s being yet neither 
r r . ' inveterate 
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inTetel^te iiof flatgltiotisl; ^' Btit^ ks' ^ they adf- 
Tatice In' yeidrs', ancTbclcoi^^ hsfr'deried' iti iiili 
quity, the terrors of revielaitidn, if they turn 
their thougiits to it^ increase upon thcttl; 
They would gladly arert' the gloom, which 
they foresee it must gather about the close of 
an lifireformed life. They woiild remove the 
Bppalling prospect, that it opens to them be- 
yoiid the grave, any way rather than by the 
sacrifice of their lusts/' Hence they look upon 
it, as to them it really is, the etiemy to pre- 
sent enjoyment^ and future hdpe; hfence their 
hatred to it becomes footed and lasting. Ha- 
ving now in confirmed habit, tliought and 
spoken* against it, and endeavoured to dis- 
prove it, they, begin at length to think their 
arguments valid — ^Long and safe practice, con- 
tinued and indulged propensity have beguiled 
and subdued both the understanding and the 
conscience. What was at first disinclination 
or aversion has grown into blind pri^udice 
and uiiconscious* error. By constantly seeking 
conviction against the real good which they 
hate, they forget that they have not conviction 
of the visionary good which they love; so that 
' at 
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iliBcSlieflf 



tjippal 9pi«i,9n, ^/iiicli js qnl^ ,^^it;j^ai jfij^- 
i^,,3,d^it^.ta the ji^^ce 9f Iru^j ajifd f^yc^ 

, ^A;fter siic^ f^ x^ourse o^ iniijuitj^ jJTnjpiety and 
dejusion, if there sliouUl remain hi the mind, 
pij ^by the fevQu;[f o]f Gqdjje comniunicnted to it 
any priiiciplj^e of r^rujvatjop ; s^9^W^ ^^^y inlet 
be opened at wlii,ch truth niaj ^jater, to beget 
capacity far > iij^Uj^ ?ind,^ioUne!s,s; yet how alien- 
ated must the ^earjt be from goodness, ai^d ho^ 
enamoured of evil? how averse and insensible 
to the pleasures of r J gfliteousiiess? how rooted 
in its attachment to sin? Deprived of his ac- 
customed amuj^ements, such an habitual sin- 
ner, evea if h^ £^hould be enabled to begin, and 
finally to prosecute, the yvqrk of repentaiiccj 
must for a time, be disconsolate, forlorn, and 
wretched. Without he is beset with terrors; 
within he has a nest of serpents, that sting 
Mm at every thought. He has to control his 
headstrong piissio^is, whic^i from long indul- 
gence are ipyolved a^ it were with his ex^s- 
' "" " ' tence; 
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if nite; to divefstt ]^iMs^lf of ioyetemtf babilff 
whkdk k&ve grown witfi hn y^tirs, mid gfttb^sv 
ed 8lxf]^:th 9» his life wa^ v^arij^g Avmyi tQ 
chuiige his.f^tir^ s^yt^tem pf jtia^ugbt, Kt^ji^ 
and eii{|05^]Bent: to mibi^itnlie taew mac^ ^f 

{iloylnciat of his £»^lti^fi^ n^ir objects fpc ti^ 
Ignlification of hi^ tiJOTftctmASr— I{e must; i^ 
kicdenoe to the whole ismri^ turwog 9w$iy tb« 
iKxntot 4if cyil, wbich bafi b^n cojleptupg in ^ 
iJie daj® of his b^g* We may pJ^j^K ^Ht M9 
ejQfior aH^Mutate alimb. — ^Ru^t c^n tJiie ]lfigpgr4 
<ehangebisispat^^ ot iha JEUmp M^ ^hm? ^94 
<ism eerttaajBiy do it for tbem. 3ut ib^n he 
cbangBs, in part, their yejry ri9/tiir^« 4^^ lejt 
41S not iorgat the escposttulatiQii .^ M$^f^ |;9 tbp 
israeUtes in the wilderQ^Q^. lil^ told tbei9 
after all tbe .grefU things that Qi^ K^d don^ 
for ibqm, ithat he had pot given the^ aiti 
keawtito percemcj andeu^^ to see^ mdeofs 1^ 
kearunto 4hai day. All the^igpi^ a^d^wpiv* 
drnis, which they ,had seen, ^1} tb^ benefits an^ 
£»TQjass, which .they b^d received? hj^d f^led 
to reolaii^ tbem* So perverse and obstinate 
Jfcere Ih^rtbat fhe abundant kindness c^f ^od 

iJ^d 
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fiad proved inetifeetual to gain theii^ fidelstj^ 
and root omt the evil heart of disobedieiM^^ 
And of the posterity of this rebellious people 
our Saviour toys from the prophet of Isaiah : 
this peaple's heart is waxed gross ^ and their 
eurs ate dull of hearing^ and their eyes they 
have closed^ lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes^ and hear with their ears^ and 
should understand toith their hearts^ and 
should he conaerted^ and I should heal them. 
He left them to the blindness, which they had 
brought on themselves, and allowed them to 
fill up the measure of their iniquities. > 

Thus prone is the vain mind of man to oon* 
tract sinful habits which it can never subdue^ 
to bewilder and lose itself in its own wilful 
errors, — so to estrange itself from Him that 
formed it, as to become incapable of recognize 
ing his truth and excellence, and of regaining 
his favour. And we may rest assured that, 
He wiir not compel the obstinate sinner to 
repentance; that where his wisdom, hi» good^ 
ness, his mercies are manifested, and the be* 
nign influences of his spirit are imparted, in 
vain to convert and save, his justice and truth 
will be put forth only to punish* 

My 
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My spirits saith God, when he was about to 
punish the guilty world by the deluge — my 
spirit shall not always strive with man. There 
seem to be a period and degree of wickedness 
that draw a boundary to the operations of 
Heavenly grace, a proficiency^ of sin, which, 
by the laws of God, is inaccessible to repent-' 
ahce, and to which, therefore, pardon cannot 
reach. There is one offbnce, we know, that 
will not be forgiven either in time or eternity. 
Whatever this be, it has reference to manifest 
revelation from Heaven. It is called die blas^ 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, and is appa- 
rently imputed to those, who a^ribed the 
miracle of oui* Saviour to the agency of Beel« 
zebub. Whether this particular sin can^ or 
cannot be committed by an unbeliever of the 
present day ; it should awaken the condider- 
alion t»f all those, who reject, or revile and 
bbspheme the Gospel ; who leave nothing ill 
theix power untried, to prevent the means of 
grace) and salvation universally oflieied^ and 
to reimt the Spirit of God in drawing inen to 
eternal life ; who not only are going to de^ 
struction themselves, but doing all they can to 
earry others with them. ^ 

Hence, 
E 
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Hence, my brethren, you may understand 
the miserable case of those, whose affec- 
tions, are absorbed in sin, who love darkness 
rather than lights because their deeds are 
evil. 

Let me hoi^ jiirect your attention to a very 
different object, to him who is of an humble, 
honest, and sincere miiid, in* whom the vani- 
ties and vices and pleasures of a wicked world 
have not subdued the love of truth appertain^ 
ing teven to our fallen nature.* Such a mind 
contemplating itself is conscious that it de- 
rived its existence fro^ a being eternal in du-* 
ration, and infinite in wisdom, the maker and 
preserver of all things, upon whom it depends 
for all its consolations and delights. It, . there-^ 
fore, naturally desires to obey the will of this 
infinitely great and wise being. For, nothing 
can be more reasonable and necessary than 
such obedience, nothing more worthy to einploy 
the faculties, nothing more powerful to impress 
the h^art, if it be not pre-engaged by some- 
thing in opposition to his will. Yes, my bre- 
thren, I repeat; the mind that is open to the 
genuine conceptions and feelings of its nature 

is 
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is affected With fear and reverence towards its 
4ivine autboi:, which beget an earnest desire to 
perform all his will. As the knowledge of 
his will is HiBcessar J to obedience, snch a mind 
will coTet and seefk this knowledge above all 
things. It, therefore, gladly hears^ and dili- 
gentlj lesMrns the revdation, which the Al- 
might J has made of himself. The fear €f 
the Lord is the beginning qf wisdom; and^ 
whosoever seeketh her, shall have no great 
travail; for he shall find her sUting at his 
4oots. 

He, who loves virtue, because, he knows it 
to be suitable to his existence, and the essen- 
tial constituent of his happiness ;* who has no 
corrupt prejudices to serve, no headstrong or 
guilty passions to gratify, no irregular desires 
timt he. would not suppress, or reduce to or- 
der ; naturally loves the author of his being, 
who gave him the reason, by which his will 
and affections are thus determined. To this 
man the study of religion is pleasant, and its 
practice is happiness. To him it can disclose 
na unwelcome truths; no appalling terrors; 
no ^dnful privations of abstinence or self-die- 
£ 2 nial 
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nial ; lie Iftbotioad or arduous duties, that h€ 
^ould not desire, aild end^r0ut to discharge^ 
Seeitig, although jet obscurely, perhaps the 
obligations of his being, and the will of its 
aimtghty author, he is anxious to obey anid' 
fulfil them. Finding that he has not in him-» 
self powers adequate to this work, he seeks 
them, where only they are to be found, in the 
favour of Hinii who gave all that he possesses^ 
and ean giv^ all that be wants. With joy and 
gratitudei therefore, he accepts the gift of re*-, 
velation, where he learns all the divine pro«) 
mises, with the certain means of inheriting 
them ; pardon to hk sins, o^mpf^sion and 
healing to his infirmities, suctour and strength 
to hk fainting endeavours. TJbere he finds 
not only the most ample stores of Heav^ nly 
learning, but the way likewise of applying it 
to the most blessed advantage. Hia imnd 
tempered, improved, and fortified in tim ^ra^ 
dual experience of a godly life is then ^eiaabled 
to understand all the snbKmest truths; of hia 
religiaA. Eor« he that keepeth ik^ htm qjf 
Ctod^ getteth the understUmdmff theree^. . £fo 
findeth it a hxw, canmetting the w^l^ hare im 
i be 
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be desired tktm gold, and much /h^eff old; wo 
that be keep& it unto the end. 

The sum of what has been said is this. Man 
iS by iMitnre prone to wickedness. He is .eon- 
tinaally tempted to error and misery. But 
God has given him power to discern the:triith, 
to chuse and possess what is. proper for him, 
what is essential t6 his present peace and ever* 
lasting happiness. It is sieen in the general 
course of human conduct, that the mind be- 
comes attached to the things, to which its pre- 
ference is once determined. In time and 
practice this attadiinent is. so strengthened 
that il can hardly be oyercome. What the 
natural man prefers and loves, that be desires 
to be approved, and prevalent, to the ends of 
bis own enjoyment; what he rejects and dis« 
likes, that he would have decried and repro- 
bated: consequently any doctrine, forbidding 
his confirmed habits, or cmtomary pleasures, 
and threatening future misery for a continued 
indulgence of them, he is prone to revile, and 
seeks to disprove. 

r Such 48 the diaracter and disposition of the 
s3 degenerated 
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degenieratiBd mind of mab; and iti confonnitf 
herewith, it is the appointment of God that 
from him, who abuses the gifts of reason and 
of grace, r^ecting the truth that ia ofier^ to 
him, ichiising the gratifications and oceispar 
tions of on, and continuing to do ao, tiie di»^ 
yine^ light and influence i^iall be mor^ and 
inorie withdrawn, till he be abandoned to error 
and darkness, and finally to perdition* His 
impure affections and evil Hie prejudice him 
against the truth, cause him to hate it, and 
to devise arguments to bring religion into con- 
kempt:; to dishonour and falstfy the word of 
God in his heart. He that doeth evil hatetk 
the Ugktj neither eometA to the iiffht\ k^t hie 
deeds should be repromed. 

But he, who honestly employs his reason^, 
embMcing the truth and loving righteousness; 
wfa4^ yields to the influeince of the holy sipirit, 
^bich is ever at hand to strengthen and inform 
dte simple in heaTt,-r4his man is more and 
moj*e eoEi'lightened. The right use^of his reason 
teaches him the knowledge of God, dif^aes 
and prepares him for belief in his n^ord, and 
befits 'him f^r the abundant inflnence of Divine 

grace^ 
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grace. Obedience to the divine IkW asuists 
him to get the understanding of it, fixes upon 
it his best affections and his immortal hopes, 
geintly leads him to the fnlness of faith in the 
Christian dispensation, and still ne^ref ^nd 
nearer to perfection in all the Christian virtues. 
None of the wicked shall understcmd^ hut th^ 
wise shall understand. 

In fine, he, who yielding to that sense of 
right and wrong, which either in the common 
faculties of our nature, or by the constant 
operation of the Holy Spirit, is imparted thf 
every hnm^n breast, timely cherishes a love of 
the truth and righteousness, which ^God hatf 
exemplified in all his ways, and displayed in 
all. his works; that person is ever desirous to 
learn the divine law, and ever diligent to keep 
it« In ^e right ccmduct of his understating 
enabled to a^rehegd, acknowledge, and adore 
the goodnesfil of God^ he <telight& to serve Hkn^ 
By sMvplicity and probity o»f mind attaining 
f«^ ^ knowledge of the Aimighty Father, he 
embr&ices the revelation smd obeys the cbm«^ 
ittandis of tiitnv who came from the Father, who' 
Witfe tN Fathei h God bfessed Sot 9^et^ 

b4 ' Thu» 
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Thus I have humbly endeavoured briefly to 
illustrate the truth audmeaningof our bl^ssed^ 
Saviour's words to the- unbelieving Jews ; if 
God were your Father^ you would love me, 
and to shew their universal application to 
those, who profess to know the true God and 
his religion. If what is here adduced be, as 
I trust it is, sound and valid ; if that be true, 
which is here affirmed relatively of the natural 
powers of reason, and revelations from Heaven, 
and of the assistances of grace, which, under 
the laws of God's providential government of 
the huinan heart, are offered to all: then, my 
brethren,^ we not only hence deduce the pro- 
position, which I intended to establish ; ^^ that 
by the appointment of God, in consistence 
with his moral goi^emment of mankind, every 
sincere, upright, and unprejudiced mind is 
open to receive, and well prepared gradually 
to understand, divine revelation, and to prac- 
tise the evangelical virtues;'' but we come to 
this more serious conclusion — ^It is not possible 
for any person, who makes an honest, proper^ 
and faithful use of the powers divinely given 
and universally attainable — it is not possible 
for that person to reject the GospeL 

- It 
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It is not, however, merely to those, who 
deny the truth of th^ Christian religion, that 
the arguments and observations in this dis- 
course may be applied. All those, ^ho pro- 
fess to believe it, and yet violate its obliga- 
tions: all, wha call themselves servants of 
Christ, and in their manners and conduct ex- 
hibit no signs of attachment to him, may be 
reproved in the words of my text. If we were 
truly what ^e pretend to be, or are fain to be. 
thought, disqiples of Him, who laid down his 
life for us; if we sincerely approved, loved, 
and reverenced, the moral law, which God, in 
the endowment of reason, has implanted in 
every man^s heart ; we should constantly and 
readily, tvith all our ability, imitate the vir- 
tues exemplified to us in the conduct of pur 
blessed Ijord ; and, succoured by assisting 
grace, should know neither aversion, nor wea- 
rinessu in the discharge of our Christian duties. 

My bi^thren, the times admonish us to these 
rejections. Infidelity and mischief are abroad : 
they have raised their voice among us too loud 
to be disregarded by the pious believer, or the 
loyal associate of civil society. The daemon 

of 
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of wickedness threatens the venerable fobrick 
of both our ciril and ecdesiastical polity. It 
behoves us to comport ourselves as Christians^ 
to endeavour in meekness and zeal, by example 
and persuasion, to convert the wicked from 
the error of his way; in all our cionduct to 
manifest our veneration for the Gospel ; for 
the laws, for all those principles that bind 
men together in order, peace, amity, and all 
civil and social happiness. But, above all, it 
is necessary that we look, each of us^ to his 
own ways, to ascertain whether we walk wor-- 
tfiy of the vocation, with which we are called. 
If every person will do this, and correct in 
himself all thebt is amiss, all that is contrary 
to the law of God,«attd unfit for a laithful fol- 
lower of our Heavenfy mastery he will effect- 
ually contribute towards the reformatioh and- 
well-being of the society, to which he be-- 
Jongs. He, who does this, will not disobey^ 
the laws of his country, nor calumniate,^ nor 
wantonly bring into disrepute, those, who »re« 
invested with public authority. He will not 
surrender to the ambitious or profene the 
truths of Cliristiattity, the whole structure o^ 

divine 
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]>tTiiie Tfevelatioia, ^^ty good man's hope, but 
tiM pbUr man's only treasure. Since in this 
traasiimr|r and impetf^ state, there mnst be 
bigh and loW, rieh and poor; and altltough 
<^rf man having ample datiejs to discharge, 
maj^ ifind good etufmghf(;fr his hand ta do^ yet, 
some will have ease^ lekiire, and snptrfipity^ 
Hhife others labour in mecessity, or pine in 
VTMLi otr privation; of the poor man especially 
the CjQSpel is a' dear and invaluable portion, a 
balm of comfort to his distiiessed spirit in his 
fainting hop^s of this world^s g(k>d. In his sor- 
did, ipaean) and despised dwelling, it opens to 
him the jo|^£nl visions of futurity^ where the 
distinctions bf rich ami poor shall not prevail ; 
where trouble, ;sorrow, or guile, shall not en-» 
ter; where he beholds laid up for him an infi* 
nite recompense for all his earthly suiflSsrings, 
if he will only endure to the end, following 
the example of \m more afflicted aiid sniiering 
Saviour, who opened his ministry with read- 
ing that remarkable passage of prophecy de« 
cdaring ^f himself, that he was sent to preach 
the G0i9p0l tQ the poat. This genera] blessing 
i$l» therefore, iu^distingwhed sense, the pro- 

perty 
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perty of the lowly and in^gent. And how 
great is that wickedness, . which would ; rob 
them of it ! You, . I trust, my brethrea, can- 
not be indilSerent spectators of. the crime. If 
yon be wise, you cannot; for the calamity, 
should it be wrought, will not &11 more light- 
ly upon you, than upon those below you. It 
IS such a calamity as the Almighty would not 
inflict upon any people, but for their heinous 
offences against Him. Let us then, cast an im- 
partial retrospect each on his own ways, to 
ascertain whether we have made that use of the 
religion of Christ, which that religion enjoins; 
and whosoever shall discover that he has not, 
let him amend, while the punishment is yet 
suspended : let him do all that remains in his 
power to appease the Almighty, and prevent 
the pouring out of his wrath. 

I conclude with reminding you, and the ad- 
monition should sound through the land, that 
to profess religion, and not to practise it, is 
hypocrisy; and, that, on hypocrisy and li- 
centiousness, in our own times, apostactf and 
infidelity^ with their numerous offspring of 
hateful and atrocious, pernicious and ravag- 
ing 
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ing vices, have been, in the hands of God, 
Uis instruments of vengeance. 
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Preacbed in the Avtmmi of 1816i. 



Daniel a. 24,25. 

^hen NebueKadnezzar^ the king^ was astonhdj and rose up 
in hoMte^ aiui spake ^ and said unto kh counseilers^ did not 
we cast three taen bound into the midst of the fire f Tkey 
answered and said unto the king^ true O king. He an- 
swered and said, lo, I see four men loose, walking (m the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form of 
the fourth is like the Son of God. 

F|lO the pious believer it is at all times a 
grateful and useful occupation, to trace 
the history, and contemplate the lives, of those 
holy persons, in difSsrent ages, who were dis- 
tinrguished for their fidelity to the supreme 
I^rd of Heaven and Earth. While the mind 
is thus engaged, it is drawn to venerate and 

admire 
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admire what k gvs^d and exedllept, and to 
love what is good and benign, inrthe character 
efman. 

While our affections are roused by the vir- 
tues of the departed saiat, our thoughts fol- 
low him to the happy dwellings of eternity, 
where his spirit is now crowned with the re- 
wards of his sublunary suflferings. Thence 
they revert to ourselves, and then, in anxious 
examination of our immortal hopes, are thrown 
back upon our past lives, to ascertain whether 
they exhibit the influence of that faith, and 
the practice of that obedience, which alone 
can tranquilize and compose the soul in its 
present state, and gild its prospects into eter- 
nity. 

Of the divine and saving virtue. Faith, we 
have a remarkable instance in the case of the 
three Hebrew youths, who^ in their native 
land) were cfilled Ananias, A^aria^s, and Mir^ 
saej; but, in the captivity to which they were 
subjected ip the punishment inflicted by 
Heaven on their idolatrous countrymen, re- 
ceived the names of Sh^ra^h, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 
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Ahedsusga. Thk portiou of saened hhiorj^ 
faeuDig af^c^ted bjourcbaif^ ta be read^ in 
its service, this morning, I kave chosen it for. 
the introduction of a disoouifie, in which I 
propwc to nkem ikt nature and Uessings of a 
naUgious £iiith« 

After recitimg some particulars in the history 
of iisesB approved senrant04>f the tmie and al«- 
mighty^ God, the God of^ their lorthers^ in order 
to set befinre yxm^ the strength ami excellence 
of their fidslky to Him, I intend to oflEer a few 
biief ^Mpositioips ^atid illosteations fo«aided on 
this and other passages of Scripiune, of the 
fiadiywhichishouldchswaeterize eererf psofsssor 
o£ true raligion^nnd which they so iUnstripudy 
^emplified.r-^Aad lastl j^. tf the time allomed^ 
i wotdkiadd some wfleotioais, obi^n^ationK^^and 
io&rences^ connected with the aaJbgect, in re<- 
ferenoe to the^ present state of rteligren' in this 
great Metropolis, and other ve^y p<^ulo«» 
parts :o£ the kingdonv. But, this part of my 
subject, I cANdl be oblig«d to pos<^one for * 
futfire oceasion^ 

Sha^ypaoh) Mesha^, and Abednego, of nobks 

if 
F 
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if not royal extraction, were selected from the 
captives of Judah, on account of their per- 
sonal and mental accomplishments, to attend 
in the palace of the conqueror. That they 
might be qualified for offices of trust aqd au- 
thority, they were instructed in the Chaldean 
language and learning. Their treatment was 
in every respect suited as well to the ran^k^ 
which they had in their own country, as to 
the dipiified station which the^rwere intended 
to fill in their captivity. The king had given 
command for them to be supplied with pro- 
visions and wine from his own table. But 
they, with the righteous Daniel r^use4 this 
sumptuous fare ; because, either it had been 
pollute in the sacrifices and feasts of the idols^ 
or it consisted of the meats forbidden by the 
law of Moses. Instead of this, they desired 
pulse to eat, ajtid water to drink ; for, obedi- 
ence to the God of Israel, fidelity to their di- 
vine religion, w^ better to them,, than all 
the luxuries of the Babylonian court. 

This abstemious diet occasioned to their per- 
sons no loss of either strength or beauty. They 
even appeared more comely and healthy thaij 

the 
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the nobk youths of Chisildea, who had feasted 
on th0 royal viands. Whether this happened 
by any particular agency of divi tie providence, 
or was the na^tural efGfect of their simple food, 
we cannot ascertajn. There is, certainly, no 
reason tothipk thattheir excelling beaiity was 
the necessary result of a miracle ; for it might 
be the natural and necessafy consequence of 
their temperate living. 

. Their integrity to their faith, however, did 
not bring them into disrepute with their con- 
querors. Their superior talents, and their 
irreproachable lives so recommeqded them to 
Nebuchadnezzar^ that, in a short time, we see 
them* promoted to honour, and appointed 
rulers in the province of Blabylon. But, the 
temptations of ambition, no more than those 
of luxury, can draw them from their duty and 
allegiance to the Almighty King. Pleasures, 
riches, power, and dignity were nothing in 
their estimation, while opposed to the honour 
and service of their heavenly benefactor. Not 
^\l the coveted splendours, and enjoyments, 
and elevations 6f life ; not even life itself was 
desirable to them, if it could not be retained 
f2 without 
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withont a breach of the commatids of Bim, 
who gare it. Without his iaiNour, they knew 
it could not be happy in Hb progress, nor 
blessed in its end. He had <K>minanded that- 
they should not worship any thing the work of 
men's hands^ that they should worship affd- 
senre hito only. Dir^tly contrary to thi«^ 
comtnand^ Nebucbadnejttar had set tip a 
golden idol, and proclaimed that all people 
of all descriptions throughout his mighty em- 
pire, who did tiot fall down and worship it, 
should suffer death in a burning fiery furnace. 
Upon these devout Jews this terrible decree 
hs)A no influence. They would not worship 
the image. They were reported to the king. 
He summoned them before him, expostulated^ 
with them, and riepeated his injunction witk 
^e horrible threat to force them to compli- 
ance< Their reply was consistent with all 
their preceding conduct. They itmwered aritP 
Mid to the kinffi O ^ebuehadneist4er we are 
not careful to cmswer thee in this mafter,-^Tf 
it be 90 ; our €rod, whom we setvt^ i» able to 
dither mfrmn the bttmmg fiery furnace; and 
He itUt denser ns owt of thine harid^ O king. 
JBiit^ ifiiot^ be it known unto thee^ O king^ that 

tre 
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tee uHU k<k serve thy OodSj m>r tMTship the 
ffSia^H idii^e, Hbhich thok hMt sii Up. We 
*t€ l^t eairefUl t(f dris^^r titled ; ihM h, the 
cdse U ^ plain f bit it ddmi{« hot «f dbdbt oi^ 
hei3it2(ti61i : dor aiiswei* irf efaf jfticl i^^a^j. tf 
ith^^i H th6ti hi dMeMiiited to ^hfHtiy^ tliitf 
wick^ defcreie lipon us; ihe tte'd, Wliohi wd 
Serve, Is fet abU i6 presefV^ us Afoto hkna^ id 
deliver ni e^en oiit of th'6 fciWmrfg Siry fur- 
nace ; aidd y^e trn^t that hi ititl rf^Kver ui otft 
of thine hdnd. But, should he riot do thii ; 
i^hould it be hi)3 righteous ^l^scsiire to abandoii 
us to the iSiverest sufferings, which fliou cansi 
prepare for us ; We know that he iarinot finally 
forisiak^ iii: we know that it irf better io die in 
6bedierice to his will, because we are dssur^d 
tha^ a¥l h7s wayi^ are goodness and tru^h', ihari 
to breai: one of his commandsV :^or i^e faVour 
ot ihe greatest monarch upon eart*fe. l&now, 
therefore, O king, that we will not serve thy 
imaginary ^ds, nor worship the senseless 
idol o^ goM, which thotf hast set up. Tthe 
kin^ executed his decree upon them. The 
.^wonderful issue is recorded in the words of 
my texi. To render the victims oif tis fury 

F 3 . more 
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more helplciss in agony, and to. add intensity 
to their sufferings, he commanded them to be 
bound;, and the furnace to be. heated five times 
hotter th^in usual. Such was the degree of 
heat, that the, flames destroyed the servants, 
who approached them, with the bound bodies 
of the intended sufferers. But the Almighty 
God .whom they served, himself, or by his 
angel, burst the bands that tied them, sus- 
pended the destructive power of the fire that 
blazed around them, raised them up unhurt, 
^nd walked with them in the midst of the 
flames. The form of the fourth is like the son 
of Godj said the astounded king ; appears 
with brightness and glory beyond, any thing 
human: or, appears in the brightness of an 
angel : or, some think that the son of God 
himself appeared to Nebuchadnezzar, as to 
St. Paul at his conversion, when he was per- 
secuting the Christian Church. 

I now proceed to offer some observations 
upon this interesting portion of sacred history, ' 
with reference to other parts of Scripture, to 
shew the nature of religious faith. 

The three holy persons, whose history we 

are 
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are contemplating^ were fully assured of the 
immutable truth and goodness of the everlast- 
ing God, their God, and the God of their fa- 
thers. The J had studied the history of the 
Patriachs, the law of Moses, the prophecies 
of their own times, and of those which had 
preceded them. Hence^ they looked forward 
to a life after death, and to the resurrection of 
their bodiei^ from the graye* We must con- 
clude that they had this knowledge of fu- 
turity; for we cannot think that, persons so 
distinguished for their righteousness, for their 
fidelity to God, for their obedience to the pre- 
cepts of both the moral and ritual law, could 
be ignorant of things so plain to evety one, 
who diligently and faithfully studies that law, 
with the other Jewish Scriptures. But, indeed, 
this matter is proved beyond all doubt in the 
fortitude, with which they met the cruel pe- 
nalty of disobeying the ordinance of th^ Ba- 
bylonian king. For, they had no sure fore- 
sight that God would save them from the 
desti'oying power of the flames. If not, said 
they, if it be his will that we perish in the 
fit-e ; yet we will not Worship thy gods, nor 

F 4 the 
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the gol^tt image, whic$k thoa hast set up. 
What eould hare pvompted this deelamtiiNi, 
bat the knowledge that the God, whcAn thej- 
worshtpiied, was the God, not ef the dead, but 
of the living ; that, if by keeping his com- 
mandtaient, they fei^ited the preiieiit life, 
they would jet live with him, in a happier 
exiii^tenee ? If they had beien mindful of thia 
Kfe, they need not h^ve put it to hasard in 
resisting the king's command. If they had 
possessed no hope of a futtfre being, they 
would have ehosen to preserve some time 
longer the life they had, by paying adoration 
to the fletil4ou» deilfiee, who were powerless 
to do either good or harm, rather than to wor- 
ship' him^ who* would suffer them^ for S0i doing, 
to be diesl^royed fM eyer. It is etident, tbere^ 
^re, they knew Ht^ Ijfe was not their resting 
hoitie ; that, a» St. Paul speaks of their Father 
Abraham^ and^ hi& immediate posterity, they 
knew they were stingers and pilgtimfii on 
earthy desiring a better, a hea^mily country, 
a city not madis with hands, M^faos^ bniWer 
and maker is God. 
St. Fa^ul, in tike etevevth cha|>ter of hi» 

epistle 
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epistle to tlK Hebrews, alludes io ihe esse tft 
these three righteotis persons in these) words. 
Fedtk hath qMM€h4d the vhience^Jif^. Wd 
are sot thereby to Understaiidl that, Mi ^j^trsp 
ordmairy degree of fsiitb itecessaiily proeoteS 
to i£i possessor a power to suspend the ^eticf 
q( fire ; but that> it is sa acceptable to God^ 
that it adways brtngs his bteteidg' npcM th^ 
soul, itt which it eitists; so that he may be 
pleased to^ mterpose hiapf oridence to sute hiiii 
hi the utHMst perifls, M he didf td preserveP 
the»e thr^e ymiths^ in thcf b«t»iiig fiery tvtt^ 

St. ¥miA, m the chapter already eked, i^ys, 
/Mh i» tkembskmcedfthi^ Aopedf&r; the^ 
evidence cf ikitttffs not iie€n. Frotti the visible 
works and laws of the^ cfesttion we iD^f the 
existence and attribute cHf tfce Creator. The' 
things seen, exercising the reasoning faculties, 
IM^get the ideas of things not Seen. Hence we 
dierive a belief in the etistenci^ of those things. 
This ddmnioirprindpie'of faith is the property 
^ alt ifM^igent bdngs. And, where a lore of 
«m«fef prevtaits ; wheri the mind improves that 
^ diis^pMition* Ho rctetittfcTe, which it has by na^- 
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tore, or which,^t meet seasons, is amply coin* 
muiticated by the spirit of God; a superior 
light,, a stronger degree of faith is imparted 
by the same spirit even to the natural man. 
Thus* directed, while his understanding is 
enlightened, his heart is interested; and he 
will go on from strength to strength, from 
knowledge to knowledge, drawing nearer to 
the salvation offered to all, pardon and justi- 
fication, by the righteousness of Clod^ for the 
atonement and intercession of Christ. While 
he is even unconscious that he is approaching 
this salvation, he may be very near it, and so 
prepared for it, .that nothing may be wanting 
to its accomplishment, but a knowledge of his 
Saviour, and of the covenant of grace ; his 
faith in one,, and his assent to the other. As 
soon as the disclosure is made to him, he as- 
sents, believes, and is saved. 

This appears to be attested in the case of 
Cornelius, of the ^Ethiopian eunuch, and of 
the penitent thief. With regard to the last, 
I would observe that, the Gospels supply no 
decisive evidence for thf prevailing opinion of 
his. imtantaneou^ conversion. The contrary 
. supposition. 
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sujpposition is more according to nature, and 
is not negatived by the sacred narrative; nay 
it is rather supported by St. Luke, who teUs 
us that he confessed his crime, and bore .wit- 
ness to the innocence of our Saviour. Henee 
we have reasonable ground for conjecture that 
he had some previous knowledge of him. But, 
however this be, it is very likely that he had, 
some time before, felt the sorrows of contri- 
tioQ, and was now advanced in repentance; 
that seeing his present existence near its ter- 
mination, he considered what ; might be his 
condition after death, and determined within 
himself that, if he knew the law of life, he 
would henceforth walk in it. Thus, by the 
right exercise of the ordinary powers of his 
mind, under the common influence of the di- 
vine spirit, he may have been prepared for 
faith in the Saviour of the world, and eligible 
to receive the sentence of grace, which - our 
crucified Lord pronounced upon him. ^ 

Brought, out to execution in a contrite dis- 
position of beart, from the events passing be- 
fore him, and probably from the countenance 
and demeanour of the righteous sufferer, if he 

had 
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IkiSA mH before hesfd of Mm, te #ai^ ddiitiiiCsd 
thm dt» Satkmt itas di boly persd^, and tfot 
f fc^ iifif>06tot*, wbfch bis ehemies re^ireiseifted 
bibf . Hi beUeved hi bi^ Kingdooi^ wftidi #asr 
tcr the soldiers, dud tbfe by-stmiders, ^ n^Sttter 
dt demkm ; and ibat it w»i a spiritual king- 
Ajrti, i# #bi(?b Se wotrtd have poti^^y to i^v^ 
tfe« k(9A4 tff sftMtts. Ifi tl]f«$ Mth he firayed 
«r Mfti,^ Lwd^ ffetttfeinbef ttfe, #hferi thotf 
MM6^ into rty kiii^dejto. Thi^ ^¥^er. of 
IkMb #a9 eiffecttriift; foih it obtained tbe ^rai-* 
4^dui9 prbifiiifii^: to da^ in tli^ bap^ tfbMie of 
#^^^ed i^yhit^ s^^lt the^' bie with me. 

Whit metWAds God ih^ dhAte f^ admit to 
ffite B^faefW* 6f tbte tovettantf of salvAllioti f hfe 
Virtuous h^^behs, \^ho die in igridraViie of 
tb^ Ckrfetiari dfep^hsftAtfon, tK6 safei^d voriittti& 
ftias Ab"* i*fo¥med us ; ailthiflii^h* Jt aflbtds am- 
Jjlb gf^<ynnW' foV fW^ opin^dh' fWaY <?Hey \Vill' a^p- 
p^Hr aittbtfg the just iii* the day d^jiUcT^^ni^i/t. 

The miati, #H0' cOftie^ itt*to h%, ahd ife edti- 
4iia^dF, undfef f hV Mppy influ^riee 6£^ the ti^ue 
rd^g:ioti; ^ ttfd Jfe^^ oToTd, aiid tlie CHrfstiaii^ 
of <Jldr oVi^il tittle'; ^^6 to the' dis<5oVeriiBs of 
li^asiOn can^ adrf this knoVIed^ge of revdatton ; 

as 
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as soon as the powers of his mind unfold them- 
selves) perceives clearly the objects of his faitb« 
and the means, which God has given him, to 
acquire happiness here and for ever. He has 
all the materials for the building of faith, that 
can be supplied in this state of being. If he 
rightly Upply the powers given him; if he do 
not %Xkfkt his thoughts and desires to be en^ 
gaged by the temptations of a corrupt world, 
but resist those temptations with all the 
strength of his fallen nature aided by his re* 
ligion; he will in despite of his natural frail- 
ty, and the machinations of the great enemy 
of all goodness, have such a continual awe o^ 
the majesty, so full a confidence in the pro- 
mises of God; so earnest a looking forward to 
thiB blessings to be enjoyed in the sure fulfil-' 
ment of God's word ; as will be to him the full 
Evidence of Heavenly things not seen, which 
in the retired hours of devout meditation, and 
converse with Heaven, will act upon his affec- 
tions with a force like to sensual vision, so as 
to be the substance of things hoped for in a 
degree approaching to actual possession. 
These impressions being frequently renewed 

will 
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will become gradually permanent, and. beget 
a habit of devotion to the divine will, of reli- 
ance upon the divine mercy and goodness, r 
that will influence and controul him, even in: 
the pleasurable and busy scenes of life ; will * 
comfort him in affliction and misfortune, rais». 
ing his hopes and views from this scene of 
peril and misery to the pure and incorruptible 
joys of Heaven. 

Amid all the allurements of earthly Vanities,; 
however, and the powerful temptations of>' 
carnal things, he is not preserved from some 
pollutions of sudden and unpremeditated sin. 
But his general course is righteousness. And,, 
when by unforeseen temptation he is srurprized 
into a violation of any divine <;ommand, his 
yielding powers quickly recover themselves ; 
with sorrow, and self-reproach, and isuppli- 
cation for pardon, he turns to God, renounc- 
ing liis transgression. But, on all great oc- 
casions, in all foreknown trials of his fidelity, 
he has his powers prepared and arrayed for 
the contest; so that in the eye, and approba- 
tion, and agency of the Almighty,, he fails^ 
not' of victory. 

Such 
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Such powers, such strength of faith, ani- 
mated the patriachs, the prophets, saints and 
martyrs recorded in the history of the religion 
of Heaven^. Fortified by this faith, the three 
youths, whose history is immediately be£3re 
us, were undismayed to meet the crueljdeath 
meditated, for them by the King of Babylpn. 
Witl^ttt such faith they would r^tjier have 
worshipp^ his idols, thai^ have braved, th«i 
terrors of the fiery furnace. And, .without a 
similar, or congenial faith, ^s I will presently 
shew, it. is^^ impossible to please God, and at- 
taiq s^^lvation. 

We cannot please Go^ without ffiith, ber 
cause, without faith we cannot do. his will. 
Acting upon any Otbelr principle, than a pa- 
ramoi^nt desi^re^of his favour and approbation, 
we are constantly liable to be drawn away by 
tho$e objects of pleasure, which immediately 
and sensibly act upcm us, in resistance tp his 
will, . We can have no sufficient motive of 
obedience to him, xinless we Ijelieve the truths 
that he;has revealed ; in the. law, that he has 
established) and in his power to savie o.r to de^ 
ttroy, to reward or to imnifish, for the "observ- 
, , ance 
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ance or infringemeDt of that law ; ii| bi« jus- 
tice to deal ligliteQhusly ; in bis goodness to 
confer happiness For, having sAvong tevqw 
tations to biroak his law, we f^all eeKtainl^ 
not be held in suh^ctio^^ to it, if we can futor- 
nuse ourselves inpunity in the breach of it. 
If we do not know the lew to be pure and ji»»t 
andb6ty, we shall not tow to it in that ready 
subnftission which alone can be acceptable to 
Him, who knows every secret purpose, every 
fend ima^nation^ and every licentioui» #ish. 
As he formed the hearty and contimially 
/searches it ; he requires the whole of it^ as a 
free oaring. The works ac^p^able to him 
must not be the e^et of constraint and terror ; 
the service which we shouMt sull^enljf^ and re- 
luctantly yield to a* tyrant, m oppMssor. 
They must be wrought undc^ a just l^enite of 
Qur duty to Htm^ and of his fatherly care over 
us, with a strong desire to pleaise Him, in ik% 
animating assurance of obtaining his appro^ 
bation and his bounty. As He is suprema 
over all, befone all things hi& will miist be 
obeyed. As his &ivour is infinite and: uni&iU 
ing happiness, to equciliate that alL other 

things 
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things must b^ saerifieed. His gifts are the 
most estimable, and thej must be sought above 
all others. If tbecfe impressions be not upon 
the mind, it is impossible to pay Him the ho- 
nour due to Him. For, since He has set befor^ 
us evidence of Himself adequate to the pro- 
ductifon of ^ feith like this; we cannot suppose 
that jHe will, that He ean^ be ple^d with 
the soul. }n which it does not exist. 

In "whomsoever this faith does vitally exists 
that person, in despite of the weakness and 
corruption of our nature, will necessarily love ^ 
God, and desire to do his wilL But, he, who 
has it not; he, who through any propensity 
or allurement to things at enmity with the 
Almighty mind, admits a wavering, a suspen<- 
sion, or failure of faith; who thinks, or wishes 
to think, that the eye of God is for one mo- 
ment withdrawn from his creation, that He 
can tolerate iniquity, and fail in his promises 
of blessing to the obedient, or oiF judgement 
to the disobedient, or that any, even the small- 
est offence, will he overlooked or forgotten by 
Ilim ; thi$ person will fix hh affectiom, and 
ki$ views pf happiness, on things offensive 

- * to 
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to Him, and will be inevitably drawn away 
to sin. , . 

A man may do many things in conformity 
with the divine law, without any regard tb 
God. He may act laudably by chance, ifrom 
"convenience, from worldly interest, frbm a be- 
nevolent disposition derived from nature; or 
casually formed; to please himself of to please 
others; and by so doing he may very well 
serve the comitiunity, and gain the goodVill 
of inen. But, let no one think that, bjr such 
service he will gain the fkvour of the supreme, 
eternal, dnd all-perfect Deity; that influenced 
by such motives he can claim the rewards of 
religion.' His pretensions will be hypocrisy, 
tn the course of his conduct he has not cared 
for God, and God will not care for him ;; ex- 
cept, in his immutable justice, when the day 
of retribution shall arrive, to inflict the punish- 
ment due to his infidelity and indifTerence. 

But further — Our best actions, in cotise- 
quence of a corrupted nature, so partake bf 
the nature of sin, that they need to be recoin- 
mended by the purest devotions of the heart ; 
by a zeal for God^s service and a tf list in his 

providence. 
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piDTi^ivee, possiUj exceeding our powers 
of practical Aatji And^ since there is no 
pardon of any Mn, nor justification from it^ 
nor efficient assistance to a life of righteous^ 
iiess, but through Christ; we^ who are mem«- 
bers of his church, must ^wajs keep alive -our 
fisuth in Himw Those who do not know him> 
who lire in regions where his religion has not 
been preached, maj, and no doubt wiH, be 
allowed the benefits of his sacrifice and media- 
tion, without a consdous feaiii in Him, on this 
side the grave i provided they shall have feith^ 
fully improved whatever portion of divine 
light was given them. Buti» it is vain and un^ 
reasonable to think that his propitiation wifl 
b«iefit those^ to whom He has been revealed ; if 
tbey will not confide 4n his love, and return it, 
t» tl^ keeping of his commands^ 

Mbnifest^ ihe^efefre^ it is that faith is indis** 
pensably necessary to please God^ and to work 
out our salvation; to obtain the benefits of 
the atonement and intercession of Christ,, that 
we may inherit his kingdom of immortality 
and glory. According to onrfmth so dball it 
be unto us, 

. G 2 In 
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; 111 tlie^e reflectiims, it is obvious to l^e im** 
derM^nding what; are the ^tinguishing fea« 
tures of a religious faith. The faith of Shad- 
jfoch, Meshacbf and Abednegp, was a practical 
£iith<. So far from being a faith without works, 
it was the parent and instigator of the most 
ardaous works of yirtue, that can be .plflfered 
to the achievement of man. Sinular was the 
ffiith of Moses, who chose to suffer with the 
people of God, rather than to be accounted 
the son of Pharoah's daughter, and live in the 
splendours and pleasurels of a palace, honoured 
as the prince of a mighty kingdom, at that 
tiipe, d^sti^gulished for civilization, arts, and 
lesumiBg. Hehad respect unto the recompense 
of the great reward^ to the happiness of a fur 
ture life, to the gldry that shall be.reyealed 
in Christ. — Similar, likewise, was the. faith of 
Abrahshn, w^ho, at the comuMmd pf the Lord, 
placed upon the alts^r, £|nd was prepared to 
slay, his beloved son, Isaac, in whom rested 
the promise that in his seed all the nations of 
the earth should be blessed. Beasoi^ing upon 
this most remarkable instance of faith St^ 
James saith ; seest thou how faith wrought 

with 
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wUb Us worhsn and % ^orks masfakk made 
perfect f Abraham, beliered^ and it wsi^ ab*t 
coimted tol him for rightedusness. Throngb 
£»ith he wrwight soitie tery arduous wdrkd of 
ob^^nce; ,aiid hii» faith, adequate, to; enaid . 
|»rov^ iB> the produl^tion of these works^ wad 
aceowif ed to him ibr rigliteimffliesni* Yet^ Ahr^f^ 
ham, from the infirmitieis of a corruj>ted ilaH 
ture, like all other sons of Adam^ was^ liable 
to deviate frdm the unehangeable r ul^ of r^ht 
conduct. But, God v^as pleased to accept hi» 
&ith in lien of a perfect confonnity with th«; 
law of righteousness. For the excellencj df 
his faith, the inhabitant of a sincere aH^ 
humble mind open to the na^tural mftiience ol 
truth aiid goodness, and disposed to ad^re an4 
trust in the Almighty author of th^m wheti 
revealed to it; a faith ever inducing the will 
to obedience, and therefore producing good 
works ; God was pleased to accept him to tharf^ 
j[astificat^oni, which wau» afo^re ordained iti tha 
.then future atonempnt and merits of a cruel-* 
fi<fd Saviour* 

There isafsiith unproductive of good wojrls^ 

Iprut that 1»el6ngs to the iiitellectiis^ prin^^ple 

G 3 exceedingly 
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exceedingly deprayed, or dead in sin-; and, a» 
St* James tells us, is the possession of the ac- 
cursed spirits. This faith cannot be pleasing^ 
to God. The faith which He approves must 
• have in ita nature of benignity congenial witk^ 
his own. It must work by love, by a love of 
goodness ; by a love of producing felicity ; by^ 
a love of Him, who is the eternal fountain of 
goodness and happiness ; by a tender sympathy 
with the joys and sorrows of all those, who are 
the objects of His beneficence or mercy. We, 
as Abraham was, are justified by faith. But 
the same apostle, who tells us this, tells us, 
likewise, that charity, or love, is greater thian 
faith. Therefore, the faith, which does not 
admit love, cannot justify ; it profit eth no- 
thing; it is dead. 

From all that has been said, it is clear that 
the faith required in every professor of the true 
religion in every age of the world ; the faith, 
that is at all times necessary to favour and ac- 
ceptance with God; the faith that we are to 
cultivate, acquire, and hold fast, is a faith of 
practice; a faith imparting consolation, and a 

virtuous 
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virtuous energy to the mind ; generating the 
hope of a Heavenly reward, and animating to 
woii&s orcharity and utility — 'to the most un- 
reserved obedience, the most exalted holiness. 
This saving principle has in^t nothing that 
the enlightened understanding should disap- 
prove. It is consonant with all that *we know 
of weak and fallen man ; with all that we can 
understand or conceive of the infinite power,^ 
wisdom, and goodness of God ; with the in- 
firmity and becoming humility of the degene- 
rate creature; — ^with the majesty and purity 
of the all-perfect Creator. 
' Nothing but the faith, which I have here 
endeavoured to illustrate, can give peace and 
comfort, to the ever active and inquiring mind 
of man. Surrounded as we are with perils, 
secret as well as known ; liable to misfortunes 
^nd afflictions, which we cannot foresee, and 
which no skill or caution can avert; holding 
an uncertain life, of which the inevitable lot 
is trouble, which'disease or adversity may ren- 
der painful and wretched, of which contending 
or disordered elements may instantly deprive 
iis, and which, in a few years must yield to the 
G 4 decay ' 
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decays of nature, and cldse in th« uAexplbred 
4arknegs of the grave ; whence can we deriyi^ 
consolation to the seal, i# we have no hope inr 
the favoiir of an Aknigbtj and Eternal beingti 
who made and who governs ail things in wifi^ 
dom, and goodness ? 

In the« confident expectation- of a future 
state, with no knowledge of Him, who has. 
the disposal of it, or of the means «f pleasing- 
Him; at the best, we could contemplate it 
only with gloomy anxiety, uncertain whether 
the event of a moment might not at any time 
consign us to an eternity of suffering* In de-- 
spite of all our eare dnd vigilance, in tbe con- 
duct of life,^ the thoughts of death would wi-^ 
ther hope, and mar enjoyment. As futurity 
could not be divested of terrors; we i^bould 
have no pure taste of even harmless pleasure, 
but in the forgetfulness of death and immor- 
tality. 

If we looked upon death as the certain end 
of our being; the most cheering exhortation, 
which we could then address to ourselves^ 
would be, let us eat and drink for to-mortow 
we die. As life is uncertain, let us make the 
most of it, while it lasts — let us snatch every 

exquisite 
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exqabite aad B»fe deligkt, Siaee death may 
be m}\f hovemig over ufi, s^nd we sk»Q never 
see judgement ; let us, while eu^nce is oiurs^ 
make it glad, in the wk^s of onr he€^t9 and. 
the sight of our ejfe^. Now, if this were thb 
common, or the general, feeling and disposiu 
tion of the inhabitairts of the world; what ar 
scene of lust, rapine, and craelty, of turbu-^ 
lence and misery would it exhibit? Learning 
and philosophy may, indeed, put in their pre-' 
tensions; but they could have bo eflfect on the 
bulk af mankind ; and the utmost which they^ 
hayeeyer done totranquilizeorlbrm the mind, 
I shall,! hope, truly shew on my next occasionF 
of addressing you. 

One of the twa eases, to which I have now 
jjist adverted, must belong to every bumaa 
beingi who has no knowledge of God, as botb 
the first cause and final disposer of all things; 
the preserver and protector of his creation, who» 
neither slumbers nor sleeps; and thereuHtrd^er^ 
of all them that diligently seek Him. Aiid^ 
most earnestly do I wish that a better case! 
could be made out for numbers that belong 
to the earthly visible Church o£ Christ. But^ 

indeed, 



Digitized by" 



Google 



90 SERMON III. . 

Reli|fi<Mi8 Faith tbe wmfegnnrd and consolation nf Man. 

indeed, we do see Christians^ whose lives, dis- 
honouring their holy calling, call aflford them 
nothing but a fearful looking for of judgement 
in the future world; who, denying their faith, 
live*as if. this life were their all, and there 
were nothing beyond it, either for hope or fear ; 
who are total and abject 'slaves of the sensual 
mind, .utter strangers to all the pleasures of 
virtue, and all the consolations of religion ; 
who join house to house, and layjield io field; 
who rise up early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink, and continue ufitit 
night, till wine inflame them; and the hatp 
and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine 
are in their feasts, but they ^regard not the 
work of the Lord, neither consider the ope- 
ration of his hands. To such persons the di- 
vine mercy is yet revealed in vain. While 
they continue in their ungodliness, tie must 
consider them as the vessels of wrath fitted to 
destruction; who cannot be disciplined, or, 
ordained to eternal life, because they will not 
submit, their wills to the will of God. 

My brethren, this sad condition of human- 
ity is a most awful subject for .our contem- 
plation ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERiyioN V. m 

R«lii;ioiiB Faith tbe itofegiiard and coBsolation of Man. 

plation; and while we perceive that it proceeds 
from the unsearchable wisdom of the Almighty, 
who, in the gift of free will, has grants to the 
mind of man the liberty of disobeying Him, . 
and of enslaving itself to its own lusts ; let us 
take heed to ourselves that tre do not so abuse 
the §acred endowment. Life and death are 
before us; the choice depends upon ourselves; 
but one of the two must be ours. If we pitch 
npon the course that leads to the latter, and 
be taptivated with the low enjoyments which 
it affords ; we shall gradually apostatize from 
€k)d, till heabandon us to destruction. Track- 
ing the course of the former, and looking for 
our treasure there, assisting grace from Heaven 
will direct us, so that we shall find abundantly. 
If we desire to walk in the light of Evangeli- 
<5al truth ; the Holy Spirit will strengthen our 
faith, that it shall keep us in the ways of righ- 
teousness, and lead us to salvation. Let us 
then cultivate, and hold fast, the faith that we 
'bave embraced, making it, what it is given to 
be, our safeguard, consolation, and guide, 
through the journey of life, to the Heavenly 
borne, whither it directs our hopes and efforts. 

This 
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This, mad thk only, can fortify qs against 
every peril of the visible and invisible worlds 
If k hare fall possesj^ion of the soul ; We sh€Ui 
mt be afraid for any terrors bff niffkt, nor f op 
ihe arrow that flieth by de^. Although the^ 
powers of nature should meet in angry com^ 
motion, scattering ruin slxid desolation^ vre 
vxaty look on the conflict calm and undismayed«i 
Thouffh tke eartk be mxxioedy and though thA^ 
hiUs be carried bUo^ the midst of the sea$^ 
ihfniffh the waters thereof rage and swell f 
and though the mountains ^hoJie at the tern* 
p€^t of the same ; we ^haHnc^fear; God be--. 
ifjtg,our h&j^ and strength^ a very present helpt 
m time of trouble^ Oar tritst being in the 
good shepherd^ who gave his life to preserve 

\ his flock from the destroyer, he will feed v^ 
m peaceful meads, and green pastures ; and 
tbroiigk the dark valley of the shadow of deaths 

. He wiU conduct us in safety to the reaitms of 
everlasting day. 

To proceed with the remaining head of my^ 
i^ubjeet at present would de^n your attentiojoi 
much longer than is usual. I will, tberefef^, 
defer it, till next Sunday. '. 

SERMON IV. 
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iVeacked in the Aatmnn of 1810. 



Daniel 3. 24, 25. 



TThen Nebuchadnezzar^ the kingt was astanied^ and rose up 
in hmste, and spake^ and said unto the counsellers, did noi 
wexast three men bound into the midst qf the fire f , They 
mswered and said unto the htngy true O king. He an^ 
^wered and jaid, lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
inidst of the fire^ and theif have no hurt ; and the form of 
the fourth is like the Son ^ God. 



WN a former discourse upon this passage of 
sacred Scripture, I called jour attention 
to some particulars in the history of the thre^ 
righteous Jewsi, Shadrach, Meshach» and Afoed^ 
fiego ; and offered a few brief expositions and 
illustrations founded on this and other pas* 
sages of Scripture, of the faith, which should 

characterize 
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characterize every pro&ssor of the true religion^ 
and whidi they so illttstriousfy exemplified* 
To avoid an unusual trespass upon your time, 
I deferred the latter part of my subject for the 
pres^it opportunity. And mnv, I hope with 
the blessing of God, to offer some reflections, 
observations, or inferences connected with the 
subject, in refereiKje to the present state of 
religion in this great metropolis, and other 
Very populous parts of the kingdom. 

You, my brethren, who are accustomed to 
meet here^ once in every seven days, for the 
worship of <Jod, have «M embraced "Ate feith 
of Christ. The pardon of sin, justification 
through the righteousness of faith, and eternal 
blessings to the faithful in Heaven, arecl^rly 
revealed to you. Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego ccmld not be better informed wt 
God^s mercies to man, tbaa, with the Gospd 
before you, you are, or ought to be. They 
could not have a surer ^prospect into eternity, 
fxor a more lively bqpe of its glories, than is 
offered to you in the revelation of Jesus Cbrisit. 
If, for their attachment to their religion, timf 

zeal 
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zeal for tbe honour, and their fiddity in the 
service of God, ^hej had a better in$ight into 
liis pufposes, than was oomtMn to the pioud 
of their countrymen ; if we admit that in ah 
acquaintance with the typical meaning of the 
sacrifices and ceremonies of their: law^ in the 
knowledge of the future kingdom of the Mes** 
siab, of the spiritual redemption of Israel, and 
of Gkod's mercies in the promised covenant^ 
they equalled the prophets and righteous men, 
who lived in their own or preceding times; 
yet we cannot think they had a better under- 
standing of the great scheme of man^s salva* 
tion, and everlasting happiness, than is attain- 
able to the Christian in the study of the Gospel. 
Therefore, my brethren, they could have no 
firmer ground <>f faith, no stronger motive to 
love and obedience, than we have. Allow mei 
then, to ask you, whether you think that, in 
similar trials, you, or the pious of your gene* 
ration, would evince an equally devoted at* 
tachment to your rdigion ? whether like them 
you would undergo tortures or death, rather 
than conform ^ith the^ worship of any false 
ireligion ? or by any renunciation of your 
faith, dishonour your Almighty Father and 

all-gracious 
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aUrgfracioi)il Redeemer? Perhaps you think 
this^ a very intirasive question, which youmajr 
he a^Ioii^d to evade*. You vmj say, we live 
in; happier times^ and the Almighty is pleased 
not to put our failh to a;te»t sp severe/ But» 
the pro£9ssor of Christ, vrho will be aeeonkited 
worthy. of hifi final benedftCtion, should. hold 
himself pilepafed for privation^ iaffliction, per- 
$6cutios. The word, which is sown i«i the 
heart of him, who< is not so prepared, has tak€{n 
no root : it had i^odeptb of soil to quicken it« 
fie is the person signified in the parable of the 
sower, who, receivetti > the seed into stoney 
places. Heheareth the wotd^ says our bles* 
sied Master, i «M^ t9tf£ joy r^cdveth it; but^ 
having no root in himse{fy when persecution 
and frib^ation ari^eth, iecawe of the word^ 
by 4xnd^ % he is offended. He ii^ weary of his 
courser «gites up the combat of faith, and fails 
of the. prize that was set before him. The 
^thful>f<^llow^r of Christ must be ready and 
willing to take up his crms ; if it be necesssary 
for the honour of Ai« name, and the maintain^ 
anceof hisireligion. - 
Certain it is the true religion in thisf country 
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has eir|oj€d a long season of peace; and, I be- 
lieire, it is a truth, which the enemies of the 
ehnreh wiU not deny, that, in proportion to 
its prosperity, it has cherished the spirit of 
toleratioii. All, that named the name of 
Chwrt;, hsfebeen allowed to preach their pe^ 
culiardbctriiies in their own places of worship, 
tor t^e instruction of their followers ; and no 
impediment has been opposed to the circula- 
tion, of their variolas and conflicting tenets, 
Jl^rough the medium of the press, among any 
part of the British public* Evjen. infidelity 
lids nat been molested, so lotig as its opinions 
were pat forth with no evidence of a design to 
propagate error, or create mischief, and were 
addressi^dto the learned and judicious. For, 
the faithful minister of Christ, like his divine 
master, seeks to enlighten and direct, not to 
foree and overpower, the understanding of 
man. Christianity is throughout a rational 
religion, rational as it is divine ; and for the 
acceptation of its divine testimony, it appeals 
to the divine faculty of reason. 

So long, therefore, as the publications of in- 
fidelity and^ scepticism were addressed fo the 

cultivated 
H 
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^ eultiTated.sMAd ^ighteoed mind, they might 
r,l)^f.«iidw€^» tf^effat^. They 'Were then op- 
P.posedJti^y equal pQ^i^rs^.and thereicould ^be.no 
s apprehension for the iasfie of the contnt; be- 
V eaiise thsU;didenw»t prei^aiU which i^rastained 
.l>y truth, ,if: it haye light and updcarstan^ng 

to.embifpee the.tiiiAh. Bat, when the .daring 
.) ^itd. impcineipled unbeliever not only .^cfowed 
, hiimsif^f to the unwavy andi^ntfiant multiitnde, 

but put forth all Jus sophistry, and subtilty, 

and maUgnity, to seduce them from the^tii^ 
. seeking, not to conidnce the reason, but to 
LJBiOTe thetibrbulent and selfish passions of tie 
'^ heart,.to:€dBBBwe every impression of religion) 
^ and loosen e^ery. moral obligation; to unfit 

th^m.^E^r thexiiffices of 490oial life, and take from 
oihem all means of peace here, with^U hope of 
ch^ppi(tte9s.het$a£ter ; it was then necessary for 

the secular .arm to interpose, to ; vindicate the 
.W?BWty»ai^A preserve the integrity,, of the in- 
i^f^^lt^,; violated, ,and threatei^ laws, vfhich 
,^^l}^verrCfi|i;»uryive the true and holy religion, 

upon which they are foundad. The law a the 
. ht^^wark of social -right, and religion is the 

bul^£ir}i of the law. .Take away the oU%r- 

ticms 
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tioD8 of the Christian religion, yon leave no 
efficient motive to the obligation of Christian 
moralitj; jou deprive the laws of every pro* 
tection, but phjsi^^ foroe, and the influence 
of secular advantages, which will depend on 
the number, courage, and dexterity of those, 
who in the various pursuits of discordant in- 
terests may be disposed to obey and maintain 
the law. 

If, then, through our holy religion thus 
6penly assailed, our mild and equitable laws, 
our civil liberties, our public and private 
rights, be endangered; if every thing dear and 
valuable in the possession of this life, or in 
the hope of the next, be thus put to hazard; 
if we see the daring efforts, of blasphemy, dis- 
affection, and sedition, and the lamented 
success of their preachers, in drawing the un- 
wary multitude from their fidelity to God, 
from their allegiance to the government, from 
all regard to the purer moral duties; — if such 
be thie beginning of troubles ; it is impossible 
for any man to foriesee their issue, or to have 
any calm assurance that his faith in Christy his 
zeal fbr religion, and moral virtue, may not 
be put to the bitterest trials? If infidelity, 
h3 blasphemy. 
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blaspheiki J, ^ce^ and dirafiectbn piooeed in 
their carter, -the tifue maj not be £ur distant, 
when the altars oi trne religion may hc^defiled, 
the templea ^id in, roihs^ the preachers disr 
parsed and persecuted ; and the faithful Chris* 
tian, to secure the happiness of the^ next worlds 
m^y be impelled to iowgOi not^ merely the 
4^eg^mm and hottOttiB^ but the pa^sseasions 
and comforts, of the present. These seeming* 
Ij iippending dangers put our £iiith to inune- 
diate trial, calling ^t into action, to preserve 
the invaluable blessings derived, wit^io^it 9U]^ 
^xertioim, frqip our forefathers ^ and as the 
^rst necessary step in the discharge of thia 
duty, it behoves ua to consider gravely tha 
foundation o^ which t^ inheritance rests, and 
#o which its s<ecurity must depend. 

The foundation, on which rest the blessings 
of o^r religion and laws, ig the now reviled, 
insiflted, and deian^d Gospel of Christ. In 
i\iis they were planted, in this th^y have 
grown and fiourished together, and in this if 
we do not, hpW them» they will be no longer 
0^rs^ 

Without t^ V^^^l^a^ and w;or$hip of the 

true 
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true God, the love of his truth and goodness, 
the feat of his threate^iings, and the hope in his 
promises, there can be no uniform virtne. If 
there be no snre expectation of another life, 
every wish and every thought will be occupied 
with the present ; every purpose will be framed, 
and every action directed, to the attainment ^ 
of temporal enjoyments: life itself, will con- 
stantly be put in peril for the command of 
itis gratifications and pleasures, or the avoid- 
ance of its privations and .miseries. Hence, 
in that society, where religion has no hold 
upon the heart, there will ever be the incei^ 
tives and deeds of insubordination, treachery, 
and rebellion, of injustice and oppression: 
faction and violence will continually break 
forth, in which the weak and the peaceable . 
will be trampled upon by the strong and the 
turbulent : the tyrant or the magistrate of 
one day, may be the prisoner or convict of: 
the next ; and the cords of the executioner will 
succeed the robes of authority. • 

It is true, the sword of the law directed by . 
the wealthy and powerful, for their own benefit 
and »Bcuritj^, may ccMupel the vulgar to obe-. 
H 3 dience. 
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diefioe, and j&eep them in a slavish svl^l^qtiaiii, 
But tbe uttiio9(t . power of tbe beist laws oa|^: 
otoly fetter, the ban^Sf by the puiii8^picwjl;,of 
actual erime. It : cannot confine^ t\f^ eviilr 
tkoj^htSi: nQi: pp!;eyent the secrot purp^is^ of 
w^d&ednfBss^ nor r^inn, the malignant hearts 
Itfr terrors may: awe. the timid to sa1{|€^tio»» 
The mae and> considerate mayrespftotiiti as. 
the Gonsenrator of peace, and the^prot^ciorof • 
their property. From necessity, the;ii^eak*andi i 
infivm.may obey it. But the boldi the adve»* 
tarousy^ the crafty, and the lictBtiau&i ivdlli 
centynually brave its penalties,, in. graspingcat 
the honours, privileges, or enjoymepits^ to. 
whidi' they imagine they have a$ &ii; a claims 
as tlKNse^ who possess them, or whidi,i they 
think, should be hdd by no title, iMitthatof 
poller. 

Pro|ihane4mtiq!aity, weU knew! th^ieffloacy 
of the belief in a future state of rewards ai^^ 
pUnishmeats. The tormenta d. Tartams^i ia . 
some particulari^f resemble those denoum^ed 
by the true xeligion. And, althougbsthefiods 
wdisch the heathen^ nationa .wocshipped,i weM 
monstws polluted iwitfa>€veiy human caamss^. 

. yet 
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yet the pvimhiiieiits, whick Ih^iir religioii ^ 
threatened to the wicked a&c^ deaths were ne^ * 
cessarj to controul the selfish and mfi^j^naat 
mind, for the peaee aad prosperity of 'citil so- 
ciety. This was. acknowledged by scMe of 
their gravest legidators, and most dktin^ 
gttished patriots. 

Thei sages, then, of ancient heathenism not 
knowing or rejecting Divine Revelation, found ^ 
the aid of a /dhe religi<m necessary to the- 
existence of civil society. All their science 
and. worldly wisdom were incompetent to - 
preserve among men even a loose ^morality; 
unless they enforced the precq^ts>of the phi-» 
loeopher, and the authority of the civil huu 
gistrate, with the terrors of an aboomiable • 
superstition. 

And is it our opinion that any things but 
true and undefiled religion can bind wen to- 
getlier in social orders vnth the goldeir cordis 
of reciprocal kindness and good-will? Nci, 
my brethren*^Be assured, nothing, but 'genu* 
ine Chi:istianity ean give equity and clemency 
to the law, authority and integrity to the ma* 
gistrarte,all^gianee^^nd willing subjection to 
H 4 the 
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the people ; patience, indusrtry, honestj, and 
•temperance to the low and indigent, active 
and protecting benevolence, with a spirit of > 
munificence, to the affluent and elevated. . . t 
In any state .the temper of its laws will par- ^ 
take of the temper of its religion.. The ge- ^ 
nuine Christian virtues cannot .publicly flour- 
ish, except under the protection of laws, 
which draw their spirit, their support, and 
sanction, from the religion of Christ. Can any - 
man, then, who has the right use of his rea- 
son, contemplatiiig human nature as it has 
appeared to his own observation, and as it is 
exhibited in the chronicles of the world, think 
that, if this country, which ha§ so long been 
under the fosteripg hand of a kind providence^ 
should fall under the calamity of receiving . 
laws from those, who profess no religion at 
all, or only natural religion ; any description , 
of its inhabitants would be happier than they 
are at present under the equitable laws, and 
in the influence of the pure religion,^ which 
have both been built up, and improveid toge- 
ther, by the successive wisdom of ages? Would , 
a republic of deists, of atheists, of idolaters, . 

give 
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gire US a securer enjdymeut of our rights; or 
an ampler supply of our 'vrants ? more healing 
to disease' ? more. aHeviation to pain ? more 
ftupport to itifirtoity ? Under their auspices, 
would our public charities, and institutions 
of benevolence be long upheltt ? Would there 
be receptacles for the naked^ the fatherless, 
mid the foundling ? an asylum and support 
for indigent old age ? hospitals for the sick ? 
provision for the helpless poor ? a protection 
of property, so that the first noble in the land 
should not, with impunity, gather even an 
herb from the garden of the meanest cottage, 
without the consent of its pwner ? 

But, says the modem apostle of liberty and 
infidelity, • consider the march of man^s intel- 
lect in refinement, learning, and civilization. 
Consider the discoveries of science, which has 
penetrated the arcana of nature, ascertained 
so minutely the before hidden laws of matter, 
and explored the recesses of the human mind. 
t!onsider the effects of philosophy on the man- 
ners of men, the mild spirit it has infused, the 
high sense of duty it has inspired, the correct 
rules for practice, which it has prescribed. 

Yes— 
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Yesk^Reason and ^ pbflowpii j mxy boast of i 
their liberalit j, nrbamt j< and tmireiaai pliii* ^ 
lanthropj^ of tbeur geaeroiiB, mildr.aeiditcile^ 
rant principles. Bat, whetey ^xoeptin Clunkkf ^ 
tiancommnnities, i^ho^I we find A praeitice anj? 
wa}^ consistent witb the boast ? ' If reasMiaiido 
pluloBopiiy cotdd forn the heart to exaked.I 
yirtue,^ and establish, in titevaf ionsrramifioaH • 
tions of society r thehabiteof jtistios, teiufief^ 
apce,coatineiice9 chastity, h«mHtyv candour, 
gfptli^nei^ pati^ncey brotherlj^ ilo¥«i,iiniyeisalo 
g9pd will, • a remproetal regard to the clainMk< 
and,£Belingi^>wbich arc^ common to ail ; why did; 1 
thejnot do itdn the-ages of oldyand jpreohider 
or supersede the moral eifebtsof the Gospel of 
Heaven > They had time -fwd* opportuuty^ 
enongli to prav^ their infltteii«e'befi»elChnst^t 
was^renireakdy and iafite«wardanthe»€arly pro«> - 
g^ess of his reUgipn^ The prodnetiom of rhii«- 
man learning andgeiiiw,4naMisnt Greece and^ ^ 
Rome^ have since been^rrsurely equalled,' aMl^: 
never surp^ussed; evea^tto thisdaip^,. in literal..* 
tur^ aiKlithei att^j th^y are regarded asutfaen 
mofd^s of excjalleA^ . I need not t^l jou^ my ^ 
brethfe^ij .th^t: Ati^iws' was the>jemporiiim: of 

science 
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scieoiDe sm^ pkilose|4if tfOl^ aRthe eiTiJUted 
wmIcI ; the mort disimgimhed seat, of leitrtti^> 
tl|at history records^ Th^ philowplief % that 
jBoni^hed there^ hate fiUed;th^:e(Eirth aad^the 
ag^ with' their cdebr^y^ Aind, j^t^ eren 
there, or in any part of European. or Asisrtio 
Greece, or eyea in imperiaLfiomei, were the 
rulers so eminent finr ihtegritj" and justice; 
was the stslte^of 4society so orderly and tmn* 
quilr so exempt from faction and ambilion, 
fimn Tioleaee and cruelty; were the' public 
manners so chaste, was the condition of th^ 
lower ovdears so happy, thM we sfaduld wish 
to resemble those nations^ in \our ciril polity, 
or itt ihe mmal goTenunent of our tildes ? 

Hie answer to these questions is ready and 
obvnms to every person, who has read the his^ 
tdfy of these renowned people, and has only 
a^snperfidal knowledge of their genius andji 
learning. The morals of the Romans, as they ' 
are'depieted) either by one of their most ad^ 
raited historians, or by the grayest of their 
safltirists, can have no attractions for any friend 
to ^virtue, . or of the human' race. Biit I need 
only v^E» you.to the g^eral picture^ which 

St. 
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St. Paul has given of the learned and polished 
heathens. Hfe represents them as treacherous 
to the advantages of their ehlighteiied reason, 
and, instead of improving the knowledge, they 
had acquired of God, to his glory and the re- 
formation of their lives in obedience to his 
law, perverting it to his dishonour in the prac- 
tice of the most . loathsome, detestable, and 
malignant vices. When they knew God, saith 
the a^stle, they glorified him not as God^ 
neither were thankful; but becanne vain in 
thmr imaginations^ and their fooUsh heart 
was darkened' Professing themselves to be 
wise they became foolsy and changed the glory 
of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like to corruptible man^ and to birds^andftMOt^ 
footed beasts and creeping things. Andy even 
as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge^ God gave them over to a repro- 
bate mind; who being filed with all unright- 
eousness ^ fornication^ wickedness ^ covetous^-: 
nessy maliciousnessy full qf envy^ murder y 
debate^ deceit^ whisperers^ backbiters^ kattrs 
qf God^dpspittfulj proudy boasters, invent- 
ors of evil t^yag^y ftisobedi^U toparetds, tvHh- 

out 
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0Ut understanding, cov€nant breakers, wUh^ 
^Ht natural affection, implacable, unmerciful. 
Who, knowing the judgement of God, that 
they which commit such things are worthy qf 
death, not only do the same, but have plea^ 
sure in them that do them. . 

Now, the state of human depravity, of whick 
we have here the affecting detail, existed in 
the full light and influence of philosophy^ 
Philosophy attained its highest improvement 
and celebrity, at a much earlier period, and 
was now in full action upon the manners and 
hearts of men. The wisest, the most virtuous^ 
and most approved of their philosophers flou* 
tish«d four centuries before; and the result of 
their discoveries, of their tenets, and precepts, 
among their posterity, was, the reign of wick- 
edness and poUution, of which the Apostle hat 
given us s«ch a lively, but afflicting descrip 
ti^n. And this is aot a state of society for 
whichy I think; any one that hears me, or any 
peiion with a sane intell^t, would take iii 
eKchange for our own. 

Yet the deistical and unbelieving phil6so« 
fhe^ boasts of Im tolerating spirit. If this 

were 
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were granted him, it would give little to bis 
cause. But was toleration a striking feature 
in the character of t^e ancient govemments, 
under the reign of heathen philosophy, and 
polytheism ? 

Do we not know thiat the greatest of all the 
Greek philosophers suffered the death, to 
l^hich he was sentenced onachargeof inMeU-^ 
ty to the idolatries and polytheism of his 
country? His iiifnocenee of the charge only 
shews the falsehood of his accusers, and the 
virulence of the intolerating superstition, hf 
the laws of which he suffered. Neither this, 
nw the composure with which he submitted 
to his fate, adds any thing to^ the dignity of 
human. reason. When he proved the injustice 
of the sentence, by which he suffered, he for- 
feited the honour of dying a martyr to truth. 
In the language of St. Paul, when he knew 
God, he glorified him not as God. In the 
fortitude and serenity, with which he resigned 
bis life; because the ^fortitude and Serenity 
were not exhibited in attestation of the truth 
whichstione upon his understanding, he de- 
biaged ^hisienljghtenied itlteltectj dishonoured 
^ f Him 
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. Jlimiivba gave it, and kad drawn Himself to k ; 
nexlnbited a. meat hanriliattng pi<^uie «f tke 
JutiAity ef .pfailosaiphj, booA the incon^tencj 
of natuTal; »ason, however informed and in- 
atraeted. How ^ifl&iently are we affected in 
faehfilding the pei»eouti<m of Socvates inGreeoe, 
Aiidof Shadraeh, Me»hach, and Afaednego, at 
Babylon? — the weakiAss ^f philosophy, and 
the strength of faith ? 

; Cut even at Babylon, nearly two centuries 
:be£Ke the time of Socrates, philosophy was 
not unknown. The k^rniiig.aiid ^ci^ii[M» of 
the Chaldeans have obtained a place in the 
records of fame: and, it is not unlikely that 
the study of the human mind, and of tke 
divine being, prevailed among tiiem to a de- 
gree, of which we haye no testimony, in the 
. .ipi^niorials that have reached us of that ambient 
people. The portion of history which we have 
been 4;)on9idering is an unquestionable docu- 
ment of their principle, and practice, with re- 
.^rd to toleration in rdigion. 

Hence we come a^^ain to this sure conclusion 
.that ^tbiis^ but faith in God clan subdue tkf 
.^lumonmiud to pFactice and obey his law: 

nothing 
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; nothiBg, but faith in the revelatioii odfOhrii^, 
can enable us to dracharge the duties, wbieh 
that rerelatiou commands. Now, the gbvem- 
ment, which hias been hitherto: our blessing, 
as our boast, being founded on this ;peli^dn ; 
the virtues which alone can qusdify lis to lite 
in quiet and happy subjection to this gorena- 
ment^ must spring from this religion. . If we 
suffer our religion, upon which our laws are 
founded, to be taken away, or corr4ipted; the 
whole superstructure must fall : > if we perish 
in the ruins, we shall only meet the &te 
we deserve, and which, indeed, contemplating 
the general course of God's providence we 
may expect. When Moses gave the law to the 
Israelites, he threatened the punishment of 
their apo&tacy from God. The Lord shM 
scatter you among the natUmSy and y cm shall 
be left few i^ number among the he&then; 
nnd there ye shall serve Gods^ the work of 
men^s hands^ wood^ and stone; there you 
shall have the fruits of your apostacy : there 
jrou shall have full scope to your idolatrous 
.mind: there you shall worship these vain Gods 
to your h^trts desire;- for toirments and perse- 
cutions 
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cations Uiall await jaiur adotatioii of the true. 
God^ whom you will have forsaken. How re* 
markaUy was this prophetic denunciatioQ; 
liilfillecK when ^adraeh^ Meshaeh, and Abfecl^ 
tiego^ bj the fiery trial of their faith, declare^ 
th^ true God to the Heatheh that ruled otw 
them } NdeA I tefet to the conclucbng eaJa^ 
mity of the Jews, the deitruetion of their i^ty, 
aiAd the dispersion of the people ? 

Contemplating thus the threatened and est* 
ecuted vengeance of the Almighty, upon the 
people, whom he would have taken to his bo** 
som, can we^ forbear to ask ourselves whethei^ 
We stand fast in our faith ? whether We ma^ 
not hare provoked his displeasure, so that Hd 
hiay permit the religion and laws of our fa^ 
thers to be taken froili us ? Shall we not con-i 
s^r seriously what has been the spring and 
nourisbment of the infidelity and disaffection^ 
that seem to be so extending among us ? May 
We not trace the evil to our own direlietioii 
of duty ? If the lower orders have not beed 
invited to the worship of their Maker ; if there 
have not been even places of worship to receive 
fhem ; if they have uever been admomshed of 

their 
I 
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their duty to God and man, but in the chas- 
tisement of the law ; if they have noted in the 
conduct of those above them, little respect to - 
religion, with an anxious attention to secular 
interests ; if many of them have never <^ned 
the Bible, others have read it only' as a task 
for a short period at school, and very few 
have heard its momentous truths explained or 
enforced; if they have never prostrated them-- 
selves in a feeling of faith to God their Savi- 
our, ^either in public or private ; if from 
dbiildhood to the meridian of manhood, they 
have never entered the house of prayer, nor 
nanied the names of God, and of Christ, but 
to prophane them ; is it wonderful that their 
minds are depraved, demoralized, impious? 
and may we not expect, do we not deserve 
thecalaiqity, which the torrent of irreligion 
and vice spreading around would bring upon 
us, sweeping away the venerably beautiful 
fabric of our religion and laws indissolubly 
bound together, and containing all that i» 
valuable to us, either as Christians, or civil- 
ized men ? 

If these reflections be, as I think they^cre^ 

warranted 
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warranted by the state of the public mind 
with regard to the interests of morality and 
religion; the work, which we hare to do, iS; 
very evident, and, although not i^ery easy, yet 
such, as we may accomplish with due exertion. 
We have to confess ourselves to God, to pray» 
that He will strengthen our bailing faith, and 
assist vour renewed efforts in the fulfilment of 
the last command of our glorified Saviour— 
that He. will enable us, in spirit and in prac* 
tice, to propagate his holy religion, whereso* 
ever the influence of our example or admoni* 
tion may extend. / 

Let us, then my brethren, whatever others 
may do, who profess not to believe in Christ- 
let. us live up to our profession. As we be- 
lieve the sublime and consistent truths of the 
Gospel ; let us perform all its reasonable ser- ^ 
vice. Let us not make our religion a cloak of 
covetousness, and of carnal appetites ; but a 
shield of faith, and a robe of righteousness. 
Do. others place their hopes in the perishable 
thjqgs on earth? be it the fixed purpose of 
our souls to rejoice in God our Saviour, to rest 
otir hopcis bpth here and hereafter^ in the, 
Id mercies 
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iil6f6ieis^f 0ur H«ilv(itil}r Father, through Christ 
^^^i&^A. if bttd tn^ti itbreateii trouble, «id 
diseOtltMted oir ambitiom men excite or ooun- 
tt^t&nt^ tdmtfkdtiou, wttb hhnty^ humanity^ 
afid ¥^6tnMti^in m tteir moutfafi, but selfish* 
vftsB in theff beatts ; he it mir cMe to live ia 
^Hiet slil^ectton to the fatw, all £uthful ibl- 
llMrm^ni df tile btunble atid peacedble J3sus» 
coilKktvbuting «v(ay thing in our power to 
diaw tlwe M«dt«t«itle to a right coutw of think- 
ing IMnL adtin|^; to diffuse in a spirit of reli- 
gion, k dne ieiiiie 6( moral obligation among 
the poor ; to silence the licentious tongue of 
disaiflTectmn, and disi^point the malignant 
desigM ^f iniidelit J. We shall thus act our 
]^t$ to bring down upon our countrj the 
bli^Bsitigft of Heaven, and to transmit the €0i»- 
^ jolted strtt«ture of our ctTil and ecclesiastical 
gOvertimMib unimpaifed to generations yet 
triibotn; 

• If "tiie majority <tf those, who have character 
iitiA influence a^ong us, will thus put forth 
^ir effoMls, to set a sliltetary example^ and 
direct the tide of public opittion % the fate of 
6ut country wifl not thfen like Jemsalem of 

old. 
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old) be a tale of woe to after times, a warning 
to the faithful) an example of the divine ven- 
geance on impiety and ingratitude. Our 
hearts being fixed on the King ofKings^ and 
Lord of Lords, on the high and lofty One 
that inhabiteth eternity ^ He will keep us both 
individuallj and collectively in perfect peace: 
in public danger, and in the calamities of the 
world, He will gather us to the asylum of his 
mercy, as a hen galhereth yer young; and we 
shall be safe under his feathers. 
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Proverbs 19. 16. 

Htf thai keepeth the commandment ^ keepeth his cum souh 

A ^L of you, my brethren,, who assemble 
here once in the week to worship God» 
and to hear his holy word, know that we are 
placed in the world to do his will ; that his 
conimandments are the law, by which we are 
•to regulate our understandings; our affections, 
and our actions ; and that in keeping qftkem^ 
there is great reward^ as in the transgreission 
of them, there i& woeful punishment ; .that He 
caret h for us^ and keepeth us as the apple of 
on eye; XhaA in his favour there is joy and life, 
1 4 but 
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but in his diiplaaflUK tribulatioii and cleatli. 
You know this, Imt ^o yonr Hres exhibit the 
fruits of this knowledge? You profess and 
boast to know these things ; biit do not some 
of you live, ^s if w^ were igitorant of them ? 
Do you think that the mere knowledge of them 
is sufficient to Save? or do you deceive your- 
selves, and because you know them, imagine 
that you practise them ? Or, in the satisfac- 
tion of knowing them, do jon forget that they 
are to be p]ra0tised ^ or taists^, or overlook 
the duties which they enjoin ? 

The response of conscience to these ques- 
tlions, after a just ^^niti^iy into your liws, 
wou9d, I fear, prove yom to be iii9id^ s6m^ 
4wxiv^ delusiioD, nAaconcefptiou, or forgetful 
^cisa ; '«o thftt \ mfty w^ll employ the preset 
ipftpprtiinity, in particularising some of the 
^moi^ iMportant duties, to which vt^ a«e awb- 
jeoted by the knoWUdge bf the law af tbofLcmL 

In ifll ^^viUsR^ wciety, thejre k ^m ivA\»r 
|iens8^ble rale of adtion, binding upon everjr 
inan under the ipitotection 4it that Mciety, in 

all 
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mil <^iases, except in matters of conscience to* 
wards God ; this rule is the law of the laadi 
which in all Christian countries necessarily 
iipproximates to the Divine law. In ours, if it 
be not exactly the law of God organized, amd 
«idapted to the circumstances and wants of ci* 
>ilized man; it is, at least, taken as,a whole^ 
M near to the Divine law, as any practical 
4»ystem of civil polity that ever existed, or, peiv 
)ia|>s, that ever will exist. As far then as fau* 
^B^n^j^risprudence can be a rale £6r,0r restraint 
upon human actions, we have, a smve rule to 
walk l(y, in the observance of wkiob we can- 
not offend, although we may still be &ithle«3 
and unworthy servants of Christ. , 

All forms of eiyU goveiaonent, are intended 
4o encourage virtue, and suj^ess vic^ ; to 
punish the disorderly, the profeme, and the 
tniscbievoys of every denomination, for the 
•protection and peace of the harmless and usq- 
fnl, the well disposed, the religious. Herein 
liumanJaw is subservient to the divane, a^^ 
peareth not the sword in nam^^ t^ «arry into 
effect the pwposes of the Almighty, It isf or- 
4aine4 ^ Q^ »nd «i<^4iwce tft U ifif ini?iiV 

catjegij 
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€ated both as a duty and a blessing. '^ Xef 
every soul be subject to the higher powers, /or 
the powers that be are ordained of God. 
lliejf that resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation. For rulers are not a terrour to 
yood workSf but to the evil. Do that which 
is good, and thou shalf have praise of the 
same/^ This was the injunction of St, Paul 
to the Roman converts under the goyernment 
of a prince as cruel, depraved, and tyrannical, 
as any that defaces the page of history — a go- 
vernment not fit to be named with that, under 
which we have the happiness to live, if we 
would but know our happiness. 

A wise, a good, and truly upright man^ 
therefore, at all times, that we can contem- 
plate, and on all occasions even the most tri- 
vial, will shew deference and regiaird to the civil 
ini^titutions under which he lives, knowing 
that in so doing he is fulfilling the dispensa*- 
tions of Heaven, for the order, and harmony 
of the world ; and consequently for the wel- 
fare of every individual. 

One great duty, then, in the conduct^ and a 
distinguishing trait- ia. the character, of a 

Christian, 
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Christian, is submission to the constituted 
authorities, allegiance to the gQvernors, and 

^ obedience to the ktws of his country. A bad 
suliyect cannot be a good Christian. It seems 
a common fault of this age, ^hen a man is dis- 
4Batisfied with his condition, to impute the 
cause of his discontent to the misconduct of 
his governors; when the law happens not to 

'suit with his oi^i^n particular circumstances, to 
Ttevile it, to endeavour to bring it into con- 
tempt, and to seek safe means of evading it. 
The strength and prosperity of a nation do 
certainly in a great measure depend on the 
wisdom of its laws and the vigilance, judge- 
ment, and integrity of its rulers. But the 
happiness of an individual, and particularly of 
the Christian, arises chiefly from within ; from 
the secret springs* in his own bosom; from the 
use he makes of the means of grace, and salva- 
tion offered in the Gospel. A poet, who in the 
last century flourished in this country, whose 
moral strains, in the sweetest harmony of 
verse, amend while they delight the heart, and 
whose sentiment it may not be improper to 
cite here, hath truly said, 

l^How 
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^ How snill, •£ aU tha^ hiunam bfurls ^nre, 

f' That part^ which lawi or kinga caa cause or cure ^^' 

These indeed are troths s& pkuo an4 kaowa 
thai I need tiot dwell upon theoa, if »Hbap|^lj 
ihere had not existed of late in this widely ex^ 
tended metropolis, a disposition more to ques- 
tion, than to observe 1^ laws ; a ^dispostlioa 
not ooniii^ to the elevated and well-infervied^ 
to those whose education and habits of life, or 
rank in society, qualify them to deliberate aind 
determine on the regulations proper £ox socie- 
ty; but breaking forth amon^ the low, l3ie 
"profligate, and the ignorant, whom their sev/o- 
ral modes of living can have given a ciq>acity 
oompetent o^ly to obey the directkois Off coii- 
fitituied authority « These have taken upon 
themselves to judge where they can have no 
more evidence than ability ; they must eonse- 
^nently err in deciskm, condemn wiiere ifmJO^ 
is no €dffi?Qce, and acquit wh^Q? ifb^sa^ ifs upt 
inaocepoe. 

A little Jheedless z^al oar tjiou^tksf^ vwi^y 
doth sninetimessQwi»l^iWPa.thiitftheyww5^ 
der far firom tfce right i)wir«ei \)^i^ ^ey k^=m 
Muy apprehension ofl3m wbwaitiiBSwJbich ifcfef 

aro 
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are approaching, or even a perception of their 
obliquity. They are actuated not by a desire 
to do wrongs but by an officious aspiring, or 
arrogant mind, which would be noted for some* 
thing, and baring fixed on its objects, per- 
suades itself that they are laudable, or at least 
harmless. Let me not, however, beunderstood 
IjO impute these failings to my present hearers* 
\f they have existence in any that are here, it 
is without my knowledge. But you will per- 
mit me, my brethren, to enforce upon you a 
solemn caution against this course of thinking. 
It really tends, especially as it gains ground 
am^og the unprincipled and sordid, to the 
subversion ^f all law, and order; to level all 
distinctions !; to destroy all mutual confidence 
and good-will ; to break the bonds that link 
men together in reciprocal beneficence and 
duty ; to put in peril all that is dignified, 
graioeful, and good : in fine, to build up the 
mi^ry of man, upon resistance to the mlU and 
contempt of the power o£ God ; which on earth, 
can have no better illustration than a well^r- 
dered Christian commonwealth, where all peo^ 
1^^ in tt^ir respective stationiS^ being indus- 
trious. 
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trious, aifectionate, and contented, are .flour-, 
ishing and happy. ^ 

You then, who are raised above the majority 
of your fellow-creittures by birth, fortune, edu- 
cation, or the fruits of an honourable industry, 
are imperatively called upon to employ your 
influence to dissipate these visions of error 
that have dazzled or blinded the weak-sighted, 
and to allay the spirit of turbulence which 
has been raised by the selfish and evil-minded. 
Your leisure and abilities cannot be better en- 
gaged than, in temperate and prudent exer- 
tions, to restore efficiency to the laws, if any 
where they have failed, and respect to esta- 
blished authority, if any where it has been 
brought into disrepute. In doing this, you 
will assuredly obey the commands of Go^ ; 
for you will promote the peace and happiness 
of men^ in giving stability to the frame of so- 
ciety ; so that we may eat in. peace the bread, 
of industry, pluck the fruit of our owit fig^^ 
tree^ and drink the juice of our own vine. 

After all, the highest ad vant^es resulting 
from human polity constitute but a minor 
part of the happiness of a true Christian « .He 

look» 
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Ipoks for peace in the recesses of the bosom, 
where the wisest laws cannot penetrate. His 
are the gratulations of conscience, attested by 
the Divine spirit that informs it, for motives, 
and springs of thought, which the earthly le-. 
gislator cannot supply ; for affections which 
he cannot excite ; for a course of action which 
he can neither cause nor stimulate. Human 
laws as they can punish guilty intentions only, 
when they are manifested by well-attested ac- 
tions, can deter from nothing but positive 
crime. But the law of the Almighty searches 
and purifies the heart ; prompts the thoughts, 
and moderates the affections; influences all 
the concerns of life ; directs to rectitude of in* 
tention and kindness of will, in the most mi-, 
nute actions, as well as in the grandest designs. 
Thus we are made pure, upright and usjeful, 
acceptable to our Heavenly Father, where the 
eye of man canpot see, and the understanding' 
of man cannot j udge. 

The Divine law enjoins one paraimount and 
antecedent duty, in the breach of which, all 
others, if they be not entirely forgotten or 
neglected, will be very remissly and inefficient- 
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ly discharged 4 This leading duty is the piib^ 

lie and private worship of God ; prayer, praise^ 

and thanksgiving both at church and at homei 

attention to the exposition of his holy word^ 

And the study of it in private^ This duty is 

commanded by God, not as a reverence or 

homage that He wants, or merely because it i4 

owing to Him, but more as a habit of the mind 

and conduct necessary to constitute the obe^ 

dient creature. Our Heavenly Father knoWs 

our necessities before we ask ; yet they will not 

be relieved till we ask faithfully. The Act of 

supplication is the condition upon which the, 

objects of it will be granted ; and a most wise 

condition this is, because the performance of it 

naturally disposes us to, and preserves us inf 

the gratitude, obedience, devotion, atid resign* 

nation to God, without which it is unreason^ 

able to think He can be pleased^ As this iwt 

dispenl^able duty is faithfully performed, God 

sends his grace and assistance for the fulfilment 

6f all other duties. His law doth then reduce 

our th6ughts, words, and actions to a com 

formity with it ; doth overawe direct, temper^ 

and prepare the sojul, in its passage through 

time, to a blessed eternity. 

The 
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The SGiipttttes fbrni^ ns with vA^g^y excel'* 
l«it precepts to help us i» the practice of thci 
h^. Some of the more importaat of tbesfe I 
wUi bviog to your tecoUectioiu 

JS^ihath shelved thee^ O man^ saith the pro* 
{^t MhvAk^whai U g0Qdfor thee^ And wk^t, 
dffththt.Lard require ofthee^: but to dojuU-^ 
Ijfj^ ta bme mercy^ and t0 t»alk humbfy mi^ 
tk^Qodf^ 

Our bles^ Saviour haith told ua^ thaiB the 
vmghUw nkatter^ qf the law arejustice, ther^ 
cyj (wd truth* And dgaiu that> on the loTe 
ol €«odi a^d of <mr ndgbl^uri hang cUl the 
Um Undthe pr^phefSj, Lovt icorketh no Ul 
tQ hie neigfAofir^snith St* Paul ; therefore la»/e 
i$ the f Halting qf the law. And St. JohA, 
mhosoever shalLconfees that Jems. i% the Son 
of Gtod; God dweUeth in km, and he in Goda 
God i^ love^ and he that dicelleth in love^ 
dmelleth in God^ and God in him. God igi 
as it werey madte up of loTte and goodne^iB ; hit 
delight is in the happiuseas. of his creatures^ 
andpaHicolarly ns.his love made known to u% 
in that he sent his only begotten Son into the 
worlds that we might live through^ him. Nof 

thing 

• K 
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thing can be clearer than that the will ofXiod 
is always to do good, and create happiness; 
this is the end of all his laws. In conformity^ 
with the purposes of God, therefore, we are 
bound to apply diligently the powers he has 
given us, to make ourselves happy, and to pro- 
pagate and diffuse happiness around us, as far 
as the consequences of our actions can reach. 

We must, however, always k^p in mind that, 
the happiness proper for us, does not consist 
in the loose pleasures of the fancy — in the pride^ 
vanity, and conceit, with which the heart be-» 
guiles itself; nor in the fleeting and uncertain 
enjoyments of the body, neither in costly rai- 
ment, or dainty meals — nor in the pageantry 
that delights the eye — nor in any of the exqui- 
site gratifications of sense. The productions 
of this earth, in subservience to the attainment 
of a Heavenly inheritance, are, it is true, in- 
tended, for our use and enjoyment. But the 
felicity, to which our Almighty Benefactor 
particularly commands the direction of our 
efforts, is mutual, spiritual, and eternal. The 
will of God cannot be executed by the selfish, 
the sensual, or the worldly. 

We 
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We must not, then, fix our affections on the 
perishable things of the present existence. Our 
thoughts should be so detached not only froni 
the canities but from all the allowable goods 
of the world, that the desire of them may not 
tempt us to do harm either to ourselves or to 
others. Whatsoever things we even honestly 
possess, we are to use moderately, so as not to 
iirjure our bodies, or corrupt our minds. As 
life, health, and reason are all gifts of God, ta- 
lents committed to our trust to be applied to 
the best advantage, and improved to the ut- 
most ; the intemperance that shortens life or 
debilitates it with disease, restless thoughts 
sjkd unwary rovings of the imagination that 
weaken or destroy the nobler powers of the 
mind, are all abuses of the bounty of provi- 
dence ; because they abridge the means it has 
given us of accomplishing the purposes for 
which we exist. He, who contracts the period 
of his probation by any thing but the discharge 
of duty, takes so much from the labour of love 
divinely allotted bim, and puts himself under 
the necessity of meeting his Judge with the 
task of existence only in part performed. 

K 3 We 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ SERMON V. 



The fm\m Pi tlie Difiufi Lnw* 



We aw w* *BQW€d lo, desire, ot si&ffer <iur 
1^iig|lt9. tc^ dwell OA posisessing, the pm|)ert7 
q£ fiMoj^ry lest we sboxdd be United to de^ 
p]Aw hitti, lA aaj waj, of the poasession, er in 
tlie t|Hght«at degree^ to lesae^ or impede hi» 
enJQjp^ei^ o£ it. Wis am required to be as 
^(U^eC^l ^ot t^> idfruige on the rights of a jieiglM 
^nr a9 to,gii9frd oar own. Asd, it i& to bq 
^bsery^^ l(hesi^ i:i^hte con^i^ not Baere^y in 
Vl^»^^^ *wd^, o? goods^ or i» whoever may 
^ oa^ted tangifel^ w^lth, but likfewise in hit 
]G|i^ ^h^rs^t^r fi^d l^ll, n^pfita^ioii,. bi^ acquire-^ 
qo^oAtfi ^i^ ;t9l^t>:ts^ his mental and bodlUj: pow^ 
^mfi ^^ his iniiQCwt recreations and amuse^^ 
^let^ts,. A good name is more estimable than; 
lijch^) »fA the pos^ssor is sometimes more 
pfE^i^lly, elected, and Bustains more iqjorj^ 
V^ tl^ ]w» .of it, than IB, th0 lo^pi of fortune^ 
Yet ^i^ 4§9jt ppssessioit is tte^ted with yf^y 
l|itt\e^^ei^n)pi^ ; wh^iie it i$ not a$p«rfi(9d, it im 

Jb^ hffftfm^^e ^dv^nt^gei; resulting to ^ 
^ifigltjiHMaj; tl^(Ma these possessitas, men hesitate 
^ot tl^ i#ipe<jl^i olteti 9k them^ce in&iigatioaof 
amal^M!ii«»4fideATioii&ma^ Iftiiejcannet 

entirely 
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<entitdy pretent t^ ftirit of bis iiidfistry ah^ 
^ndo^Ments^ thej #ill y6t tty to make it the 
l>read <>{ bitterness, only because he in more 
^Osperoos than themselves, ahd th^y M^ere 
tiom as weW as he was. TTiey behave as if they 
^fts^umed that^ he has no right to rise above 
them ; attho«ig{i he does so either by the us^ and 
im^fovement of sapetior powers, which th6 
Almi^ty Giver designed to be improved and 
exercised ^ or by a better appliibation of equal 
|>owers, whereby he proves himi^lf i more 
faithful servant of his Heavenly Master in the 
larger incre^ of the same tale^fit; This is a 
•wrong which the righteous Judge will be sure 
to marik in the great day of retribution. 
• We are not only tb do no harm^ but We are 
to xlo ail possible good. Even if an eiteihy be 
^ungry^ w^ are to feed him, if he be naked, we 
tAte t# clMbe bAm; if he be in sicknesj» or dis- 
tress, we are to admiilister relief and consola- 
tion. We afre to beSstow, when we haVe oppor- 
:ttKi»i4ry, the benefits of instruction, advice and 
admonition^ informing the ignorant, reclianr- 
•tng the offeni^is or rousing t^e unwa/ry to vi- 
^lan^« 

tki all this, however, our attention should 
k3 be 
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be directed more to the permanent, than to the 
present welfare of our brethren. Even love 
and charity may be indiscreet or injudicious, 
to frustrate their own ends. Distributing to 
the necessities of the lazy, or toJhe factitious 
wants of intemperance and extravagance, we 
do, in a degree, not only counteract the order 
of things, but oppose ourselves to the will of 
Him who has constituted that order. Encou- 
raging those, who fearlessly and unblushingly 
violate the commands of Heaven, we injure 
the publickby cherishing immorality, and the 
very objects of our bounty by upholding them 
in their evil ways, where they are useless or 
mischievous in this world, and, as far as we 
can discern, going fast to punishment in the 
next: inconsiderately although charitably ad- 
ministering to their necessities we may aggnu 
.vate the disease of the soul, and further hazard 
its everlasting salvation, 
. Nothing is more natural, or more just, than 
that those,* who are able and will not work, 
should starve; that those; who spend their sub- 
stance or their earnings, in wanton or unne- 
cessary indulgences, should be always needy ; 

that 
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that those, who lavish the produce of youthful 
labour in loathsome intemperance, idle or dis- 
sipated . enjoyments, or thoughtless, extravai- 
gince, should pass their age in dependence, de- 
gradation, poverty, or wretchedness. Having 
been the authors of their own calamity, bit- 
terly as they may feel, they have no reason to 
repine at their lot. 

These are severe truths that deeply impress 
the serious and tender mind. The heart of 
charity will melt even at these merited suffer* 
ings of fallen humanity. He, who is perfect^ 
is not extreme to mark what is done amiss. 
And should we having like infirmities, and, 
it may. be, in some rjsspects, conscious of like 
failings, withhold from our wretched brethren 
tJiat relief, which better fortune, as well as a 
more prudent conduct, may have enabled us 
''to bestow? 

To this trying question, only one answer 
can be given by every humane and feeling 
person. Yet, feeling seems here in contest 
with duty. We must not shut up our bowels 
of <5ompassion — ^yet we must reverence the will 
0/ our Heavenly Father, and cultivate not one, 
k4 but 
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but off the ▼irtnes which he has commtoitied. 
We must regvd the eternal rest, more tinA 
4he temponi ease, of our po6r brethren, Stime* 
4hing shmild be 4(Hie to check the pvogresB ^ 
tow and ilesperate profligacj. Admonitioti, 
it is to be fisared, will arail little; for it is 
bften the mere scoff and mockeiy of the pro*- 
phane and abandoned, who, while they listen 
with kerning, or forced attention, sneer at 
y^u in their hearts. Our perpleieity bere is 
not between the choice of two duties, but 4o 
pitdi tQX)ii the most eifectoal means of pitsser 
cutittg one great duty, the eompiefaensiTe 
duty of chanty and brotherly lo^e; how we 
shall most surely prouHMte the jtireseot repose 
and future prosperity of the comumirity, with 
the temporal and eteriml int^^ts of our de* 
luded and tsuffering iellow-creatures. Tiie 
hand of liberality must not be withdmwn, and^ 
yet scattering pro&isely and indiscriminately 
it may do more barm than good, Ewery man 
under these ^xmsiderations, with this view of 
the cireumstances before him, must- be left to 
his own judgement. If he think «k>b6rly and 
honestly with a n^tid well trained and re^posiDg 
M the divine assistance, he will act rightly. 

Among 
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Among the pt(&cepts af ^^j found in the 
sacred volume ttiere i» anotlier ^ireiy t^etnpre- 
heobtve, wfakh I WeoM advise you to keep al- 
tiffays in your recollection. Remember thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth. . Tbeold, 
or i^ advanced 4n years, should keep it in 
mmd, tbart they forget not to admonish the 
young ; the young should think t>n it, that 
th^4ftay always put it in practice. Tlve ad- 
vantages of an early piety cannot be too bigiily 
ftppteciated. It is a foundation of health and 
strength to the sonl, in Which it may sustain 
itself through ali the trials, pains, and afflic- 
tions <rf increasing years, and prosecute its pit 
grimage to the everlasting mansions of glory. 
Let me, then, exhort you to the-discfaai^ge of a 
most in^portant ditty, which hourly tolidts 
your attention. 1 mean the proper manage- 
ment of your £amiHes and honsehoUk, with 
good;heed to the iniSumice of your example 
around you. His is a matter t>f infinite nio«> 
ment, which I^»n at present only touch upon. 
Children can hardly be brought up with pnv 
per sentiments of devotion, and duly impressed 
with the doctrines of revealed religion, ^itht 

the 
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the vital principles of Christian duty; if they 
do not imbibe them from the bosom of their 
parents* The admonition and example of ^ 
religions and virtuous pareiit are the be^t 
patrimony that he can give to his children. 
These are gifts which the child fondly ret^inn, 
gratefully remembers, and which he m^y maka 
an everlasting portion. 

That the alarming profligacy of servants, i» 
very much owing to misrule in families tber? 
can be no doubt. All men are disposed tp 
imitate those, whom they see the world look 
up to, particularly those, whom they are them* 
selves bound to obey. Hence an immoral 
master will almost necessarily make an im- 
moral servant. If the servant see his master 
pay no regard to the obligations of virtue and 
the laws of God, seriously concerned for no- 
thing but his own ease and gratification, in 
the various modes of pleasurable living; is it 
likely that such a servant will be prudent and 
honest ? that in the management or execution 
of his master's business, he will act upon any 
other rules than those of self-interest and self^ 
security ? 

Many 
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Many of you, my brethren, have not large 
establishments to direct; but most of you 
have some in your employ, over whom you have 
influence. I do not see why the cultivators of 
the soili or the tradesman, artizan, or manufac- 
turer, may not direct their labourers or ser« 
vants, as effectually as the lord of a stately 
mansion and large domain may order his 
household and dependents. If you, theii» 
would advise your servants or workmen, as 
they look for your favour, to be punctual in 
their attendance on divine worship, in the ob« 
servation of the Sabbath, and the great festi- 
vals; to lead religious, honest, and temperate 
lives in obedience to the laws of God and of so- 
ciety, taking care to exemplify all these things 
in your own conduct; c^n it be supposed that 
this warning and admonition would be lost 
upon them ? If you do not give this advice ; 
you will incur a measure of responsibility for 
their wickedness. If you counsel them to a 
iltity, which you do not perform yourselves, 
you lose your labour. However earne$itly you 
exhort them to godliness, to public and private 
pxayer, to a behaviour habitually sober, or- 
derly, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



145 5ERM0N V. 



•The Duties €ff tbe Bhine Law. 



quite tfn ofyposite practice itt your bWflk i^t«es > 
5r(Hi «Hfi«t, in all reasbti, exp0tt tb^t ttey >v(41l 
l>e Equally pmifane) ifteli^ns and iltiiWdmi 
i^itk T^atsekies; and a still k^n^^f account wiU 
lie against yott for the&r offenci^. By ^settin^ 
H go^ example, and ^iviag salutary pi«ee^t, 
wheve it may avail, a man dsscbai^eg an im*- 
portiant ciyil duty, and acts his part for tktk 
salvatimi w£ o4iieris; altfaongk he imay ^ the 
same itime liave too little rcgaid td the >s6ci^t 
]^eepingof his own heart. Upon thia point he 
is at iltme with the great seardier of all hearts^ 
God will pUMsh the secret sinner and the hy^ 
pocrite ; but he mil also re^iMi^pienBe th^ tum^ 
ing of ot^rthto caghteousn^ss : and in a cbm«> 
|)ari9on between him, who iselms$iy obeys )6od, 
nnd him^ who openly rejects His r^TeJation^i^r 
denies His providence, the ditferenCH^ is mui;^ 
in favour of the former. 

. i iha*«iie^4^us endeavi^nred bm^y to ^ace b^ 
ibve 5^00 some of the more «coin|»MJietisiire, an^ 
jrtepovlantb^ds^of duty, in whidi we ar^diiily 
<tdl€dupon^to obey l^i^eotnnands ofGod, an4 

in 
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ID the hegleot of wliicli we eannot lead such a 
file of r^h^eousness^as^ will be found acceptaUe 
to «i«r Messed RedeeMer^ when he shatt appear 
in glMy tQ pass everl^ting judgenient on fabth^ 
ih^ q^niok and dead. There are otbev irirtne^ 
necessary constituents of the Chvistism eha^ 
tfacte^, which in the sliortness of time^ I have 
omitted: to specify; but those are iniculcated iiB 
the precepts which 1 have cited^ or they wiU 
appear in the fall discharge of the duties I have 
enjoined, tfe, for instance, who fulfils the dun 
ties of love to. God, and his neighbour, will be 
candid in his judgements, ai^ genible in man^ 
iiers4 charitable in thought, mild and placable 
in. disposition. He^ who loves God as be ough^ 
to do, will kam and ofas^y His wilL He^ who 
knowB, and obeys His wiU^ will not cherish eve» 
^ thought that is offenaive to Him ; much less 
by any act of lust or intemperance wiU he iuin 
pair the powers, which God has given him, for 
His service m holiness and righteousness. 

I have said nothing of faith, because this 
must be admitted into the idea 6f every Christ 
tian virtue. I have shewn you, onr. other occa^ 
sions, that no action can be plying to God^ 

which 
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which does not spring ^rom faith ; no action can 
be acceptable in the Christian, which does not' 
rest upon faith in Christ. Faith is the foun^ 
dation and principle of every thing that the 
Divine creating mind will account as rigfate-^ 
ousness in the creature. 

Before I conclude, my brethren, let me again 
exhort you to a religious observance of the 
^ laws of your country . Do not imagine that yoti 
may evade or violate these laws for your own- 
pleasuresor interests. They are to be kept in 
every particular by the good man ; and can the 
devout Christian break them? Deceive not 
yourselves with such a thought. They are a 
part of God's universal law, which is not to be 
broken in, a single point. Look at the exam* 
pie of your Saviour, consider the injunction of 
his apostle,: and you will then render tribute, , 
honour, and obedience, where, by the ordinan-» 
ces of Heaven and earth, and the custom of the 
whole civilized world, they are j ustly due. 

Chuse now, after all you have heard, whe- 
ther you will %eep your souls in keeping the 
divine law; or, whether you will despise your 
oum ways f and die. 

SPIMON VL 
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Romans 6. 12,13. 

Let not «n, there/ore^ reign in your mortal body ; that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin : but 
yield yourselves unto God^ as those that are alive from the 
dead; and your members as instruments o/ righteousness 
Mnto righteousness. 

TN this, and the two following chapters, St. 
Paul «hewi5 that, the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith does not take away the utility of 
the moral law ; and, he likewise disproves an 
allegation made by the enemies of the true re- 
ligion, that the apostles encouraged their dis- 
ciples to sin, to the end that God's grace might 
more abound in their pardon. His argument 
is ithii^.— -If (as he had taught in the preceding 

chapter) 
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chapter) God so. abhorred sui^that his first law 
given to newlj created man^gabjected him and 
his posterity to deaths for the comnaission of 
sin in th^ violation of that law ; and this sin 
could not be remitted> nor man redeemed from- 
the punishment due to it, but by the death 
and resurrection of Gk)d's own son manifested 
in the flesh; it was impossible that he could 
encourage transgression in the dispensation of 
pardon and grace; neither could his ministers 
teach, nor any rational man imagine, that he 
woi^ld grant eternal lift^,^ or bestow more abun- 
dant supplies of g^race, for the continued prac^ 
tice of sin. All t&ose, who by baptism hadf 
become Christ's disciples, were baptized uk 
the likeness of his death ; so that, as he died 
for the pardon of sin, those, who were so bapr 
tised into his death, should no longer live in 
sin. Sin, the master whom they had serv^^ 
had been the occasion of th^r death, and^ . 
therefote, he had- no longer power over tb^m j 
death had freed them from his hard servioet 
and consequently he had no farther right in 
them. As they rose ftom the water of bap- 
tism, they rose in the likeness of Christ's re* 

surrection. 
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surrection, the heirs, although not yet the pos-* 
sessors^ of an incorruptible body; and, since 
He died for sin^ and was revivified by the spi- 
rit and^ power, to the glory, of (Sod; they 
were now risen in the spirit from the death of 
sin to lead a new life in righteousness and ho^ 
iinejss, according to the will of God. Their 
old and corrupt nature was crucified with 
Christ in baptism * Itnd in that they were 
risen from baptism, they were risen in a new 
Creature, to lire free from siuj in obedience to 
God, as his adopted children, and inheritors of 
his eternal kingdom. JTiereforei continues 
the apostle, let not sin reign in your mortal 
hody^ that ye should obey it in the lusts there- 
of. Neither yield ye your members as instru- 
ments of unrighteousness unto sin : but yield 
yourselves unto Godj as those that are alive 
from the dead: and your members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God. 

- These words of the apostle deserve our most 
serious attention ; since they enjoin the ser- 
vice of every human faculty in obedience to 
the will oif God, for a holy and righteous life« 

Tq 
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To perfonn this service is the distinguishing 
obligation of the Christian* To shew the ob- 
ligation in its proper force is my design in the 
discourse, which I am now delivering. In a 
ftiture discourse, if it diall please God,' I will 
eiideayour to afford some assistance to the dis- 
charge of the obligation bj an exposition of 
the apostle's eii^hortation^ in reference to the 
governmfrnt of the heart and the conduct of 
life. 

At present, I have to shew the force of the 
Christian's obligation to s^e God, with the 
surrender and exercise of all the faculties both 
^f bodj and mind to the fulfilment of His be* 
nign will, in a righteous and holy life. In or- 
der to do this, 1 intend to consider the purpose 
of God in the creation of man ;-^he fall of 
Qian from innocence and happiness to guilt 
and mi^ry ;-^and the wonderful scheme of 
mercy, by which the Almighty Creator re* 
deemed his fallen creature from the death of 
siu^ and made him the heir of etemid life and 
gflory, 

(t i» accordant with all our notioui of Oo^e 

with 
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with that goodness, which our natural uncler- 
standings conceiye essential to his nature, that, 
in bringing mail into existence. He designed 
his happiness. This we certainly learn froni 
revealed religion, particularly from that pas^ 
sage of St. Matthew's Gospel, where our Sa^ 
viour describing the final judgement, declares 
the blessed invitation to the righteous; they 
are called to inherit the kingdom, not only 
prepared for them, but prepared for them 
Jroni the foundation of the world. 

As reason informs us that God is necessarily 
good, and that he created man to be happy ; 
so it also informs us that/ man niust obey his 
Maker; and that, if he do not obey Him, he 
cannot be happy. 

In conformity with this unquestionable 
truth, we learn from the Mosaic history of the 
creation ' that, when God created man. He 
placed him in a state of felicity giving him 
every thing necessary to preserve him in it; 
and, if He did not endue him with an inhe- 
rent principle of immortality, He placed in 
his way the tree of life, of which he might eat, 
and live forever. But, it seemed good to in- 
x2 finite 
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£nite wisdom that^eVeil ia this state of iiino^ 
cence, tbe rational creature should be tried; 
that by some exercise of the powers divineljp: 
given, he should prove hinftself fit, or perhaf^ 
gradually qualify himself, for the bliss and 
immortality, to which it was the pleasure of 
his beneficent Creature that he should attain. 
In the process of this tri^l, assailed by a ere* 
ated being of a superior order, that had apos- 
tatized from the will of the supreme and alone- 
creating mind, he discredited the word, and 
disobeyed the command of his Maker« The 
consequence of this infidelity and disobedknce 
was his fall from the state, in which he was 
created, into a state of sufieringi labour and 
decay, terminating in the death, which Go4 
had threatened, in thelevent of his disobe- 
dience. Here the majesty of the Creator was 
vindicated, and his jwtice satisfied, by the 
enforcement of the law, which He Himself 
had made to c^stablish the creature in obedi- 
ence and happiness. But, by the execution 
of this very law, his design in. the creation 
was so far from fnlfiiment that man was lost^ 
and the malignity of the apostate spirit hi- 
therto 
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therto triumphed against the original purpose 
of almighty beneficence t man created in the 
image of his Creator for blessing and immor* 
tality had incurred the curse of death ; sin 
and suffering grew up in the world, which 
God had formed for goodness and felicity. 

To arrest the progress of evil, confound the 
devices of the wicked spirit, and in the end 
to perfect the purpose of the creation ; it was 
afore decreed in the eternal councils of God,* 
that the only begotten of the Father, the ever- 
lasting Word, at a certain time should come 
into the world, in the form, and fashion, with 
the faculties,and affections of humanity; and, 
in the unsinning perfection of man's original^ 
nature, havifig withstood all the wiles and 
temptations of the prince of evil, and prepared 
himself by an unpolluted life exemplifying that 
perfect obedience to the will of his Father, from^ 
which Adam fell, should then offer hiniself 
a sacrifice for the sins of Adam and of all his 
posterity ; and, by submitting to that death,* 
wTiich w^s the consequence of sin, redeem them, 
under the conditions of a new covenant, from 
all the effects of sin beyond that natural death, 
1-3 to 
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to which by a just sentence, and in necessary 
eonformity with everlasting truth, they were 
irreyocably doomed, The eternal Word and 
Wiisdpm being united with the humanity of 
Jesus Christ, He could not have died, but by 
the Divinity voluntarily withdrawing itself, 
^r assenting to the natural death of the body ; 
neitiier could t^e body remain dead, nor the 
spirit b^ detained in the mansion of departed 
^uls, after the Divinity willed to re-onimate 
the body, 9lid re-unite it with the spirit. But, 
when Jesus Christ once yielded to death, ma^ 
lang a propitiation for sin, be destroyed sin 
that bad the power of death, and thus de- 
spoiled death of its sting, depriving it of all 
power of evil, beyond the extinption of the 
natural life. When He entered the regions of 
fte dead; He rendered vain the victory of the 
grave, and put a period to its dominion. Hi^ 
KsuJrrection pi^oclaimed the beneiSts thus a- 
ijhieved for fallen man. Having died for sin, 
and risen again to live in everlasting righte- 
ousness glorified with his father. He signified 
tjhat those, who with faith in him were hsp^ 
tized to bis deaths were hy his resurrection 

bom 
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born again to righteousness free from the 
power and defilement 6f sin; and gare indu- 
bitable promise that all, who continue stf 
to exercise their faith in Him as to walk in 
newness of life, following his example, resist- 
ing temptation, and keeping the command- 
ments, shall share his glory in the eternal 
kingdom of the Father. 

In this eternal scheme of redemption, God 
effected the objects of his benevolent attri- 
butes, overthrew the works of Satan, recon- 
ciled justice with mercy, and, in his means of 
saying the sinner, testified his hatred of sin. 

This redemption was first disclosed in the 
sentence, which God passed upon our first 
parents for their transgression, and upon the 
tempter, who was the first cause of sin : that 
t)ie seed of the woman should bruise the head 
of the serpent, and the serpent should bruise 
the heel of the woman^s seed. The serpent, that 
is the beast in which the tempter was disguised, 
and which is therefore put for the tempter, was 
to be allowed to persecute and trouble the seed 
of the woiman, but not to destroy it; and fi- 
nally the seed was to destroy the power of the 
L 4 serpent. 
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serpent, TBis was effectually done by our 
Saviour, who first defeated all the devil'^ arts 
of temptation, then triuniphed over death, 
which had resulted from the success of those 
arts in Paradise, V and, in the advantages of the 
new covenant, established to the mind of the 
faithful a siting power against their quJig-r 
nant influence. 

All the dispensations of God's providence 
in ruling the world had reference to Jhis great 
i^heme of salvation, and were directed to itsj 
consummation, In his infinite goodness the 
.Creator never lost sight of his fallen creature ; 
it was, indeed impossible to his nature, so far 
as we can conceive of it, that He should have 
done so. If we could search out his counsels, 
and look into causes and effects in the inoral 
world ; we should doubtless find that He never 
ordered any event, or inspired any thought 
into the heart of man, wh^ch had not its ten- 
dency to the welfare of the obedient creature; 
aiid that He never permitted any, which shall 
finally injure those, whp love and obey him; 
that He never suffered any thing to hurt his 
creatures, even in the disorder of la sinful 

worlds 
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world, except through tljeir owit rebellious 
and alienated dispositions, for which he did 
not provide an eventual remedy, and at the 
last convert the evil to good. 

Such is the care and vigilance of the Al* 
might J, such is his scheipe of mercy projected 
from the beginning of things, and gradually, 
brought to maturity through a long succession 
of ages, for the happiness of his fallen creature 
main, and so far as revelation informs us, for>^ 
him only. For although we read m the sacred 
volume that some of the angels sinned ; yet 
we do not find that any reconciliatit>n or grace 
ever was, or will be offered them. On the 
contrary it is said that they are utterly ex^ 
eluded from favour, and cursed everlastingly. 
What was the particular sin of the apostate 
spirits the scriptures do not clearly inform us, 
and it concerns us not to inquire. It appears 
to jiaye heeti something of pride and selfish^ 
ness, by 'which they arrogated what did not 
belong to them, what the law of the Almighty 
£La.d forbidden them, and, in the possession of 
which, they would infringe upon the happiness 
and privileges of other creatures, ^jit, what? 
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^er it was it originated in themselves. They 
had no temptation to it, but what arose from 
the mismanagement of the powers with which 
God had endowed them, for the govemtnent 
of themselves in obedience to his will. And, 
it is very likely that, because th^ temptation 
and sin were their own, the whole birth and 
origin of it was in themselves; their nature 
was thenee so depraved, and so opposed to the 
^ill ^f God, that they were no more capable 
of obeying his laws ; and, therefore, their 
transgression was unpardonable ; they never 
could be reconciled to God, and so long as ha 
continues .their, existence they must be in a 
condition of suffering and misery* 

Here, my brethren^ we may observe that, 
the very desire to disobey God is, in itself^ 
without any ulterior cause, productive of in* 
felicity. For, unless God allow the gratifica- 
tion of this desire, in the prosecution of the 
rebellious purpose, the desire is disappointed^ 
and disappointment, we know, is pain. Hence, 
in a society of beings in perfect order with the 
counsels, and perfect obedience to the will, of 
their Creatori the sinjkil associate is not only 

an 
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an nnfit member, but, if he could be suffered 
to abide there, he could not be happy ; becaui^ 
his inclinations and affections would be in en- 
mkitj with all that prerailed there. 

In this train of thinking, we seem to get 
siglU of the reason, which in our present state 
will probably never be clearly presented to 
file understanding, why no means of redemp--' 
tion and salvation are offered to the fallen an» ' 
gels. We can also more clearly trace the wis* 
dom and goodness of God, in granting the 
covenant of salvation to sinful man. If Adam 
and Eve had lived in Paradiise unassailed by 
the Father of Sin, the apostate spirit; we may 
conceive that they would have continued in 
obedience to their IVbiker, and never seen death. 
They had doubtless power to withstand the 
temptation ; still if they had not been sauced 
by the arts of the wicked angel, we may, I 
think, admit the supposition that they would 
W^t have sinned. In this supposition nothing 
appears more befitting the mercy of God, than 
the redemption which he prepared ^ them 
and their posterity. The curse denounced in 
the event of their disof^edieocet iya9 necessarily 

' from 
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from the immatable tratfa of God, inflicted 
upon them ; and the efTects of that curse, pos- 
sibly by the unknown laws of their nature, 
fell upon ajl their descendants. By Adam's 
sin all were lost to the happiness and righte- 
ousness in which he was created. He forfeited 
both to himself, and to his seed, the capacity 
'for eyerlasting progression in happiness, to 
*whicfa God in his infinite goodness^ and for 
his infinite glory, designed them. In Jesus 
Christ they wejre all redeemed, and this capa- 
city was riBstored to them. Since^ by man 
eame deaths saith St. Paul, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead. For, as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all ^e 
made alive; first spiritually in the resurrec- 
tion from baptism to a new life of holiness ; 
and finally in the resurrection of the body 
from its natural death to a spiritual state of 
life and immortality. 

We must, however, bear in. mind that, the 
redemption from the death and condiE^mnation - 
of sin to the life and blessing of righteous- 
ness, although universal, is not absolute and ' 
^nicionditional) but under the law of faith. By 
. ' this 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON VI. 157 



The Chriatiaa mnat serve God with the faculties of the whole Man, 

tbis law, those to whom the gospel is preached^ 
are required so to believe in Jesus Christ, and 
in every thing that h» hath revealed by his 
apostles and evangelists, that they keep his 
commandmentsi, and, Jn their live§ follow the 
example he has left them. Every person, to^ 
whom Christ is preached, is bound to believe 
in him ; all who really and stedfastly believe 
in him, will love and obey him. Then, by^ 
their faith in him they are justified to life, 
not by that obedience to the moral laW) which 
even the best effortss* of o«ir corrupt nature 
can effect, in a world of sin and temptKtioii; 
Nevertheless, be it noted, that although toan 
cannot pass through life with unsullied pu« 
rity of mind and undeviating rectitude of con- 
duct^ attaining to a perfect obedience; yet by 
the powerful assistance which the Holy Spirit 
is always at hand to admiirister, in proportion 
to the sincerity of our own efforts, a very high 
degree of holiness is possible to us; so that we 
may proceed from strength to strength far, far 
onward in the way of perfection. The grace 
of God is without measure to the meek, and 
honest, and tractable, and diligent. Bm he, 

who 



Digitized by 



Google 



158 I^EfRMON Vi: 

The Christtan ransf senre God with the fiicnltiet of the "whole Man. 

who 18 contented with his religious attaih-' 
ments, and strives not to draw still nearer to 
God, is most assuredly not yet recorded in the 
book of life. 

This law of faith is in its operation available 
not to the professor of Christ only. If it were 
so; all those who lived before the gospel dis- 
pensation, as well as those who never beard of 
it, would be placed out of the pale of salvation. 
It is the saving law decreed by tbe Eteraal 
loaihd, established ai the fall, valid and ope- 
rativte to mankind in all generations. He, 
tlurt hei^rs and believes the word, is saved by 
fkith. H^, that hears it not, may be saved 
through faith, that is by tt|e law of faith ; by 
that principle of faith which Abraham had be^ 
hig yet uncircumcised. He, who into an ho- 
nest and good heart receives the seed of the 
^'^rd and bringeth forth fruit abundantly; 
iittd he, who into an honest and good heart, 
teceives hot that pure seed of the word, ''yet 
brings ferth fruit of the best seed tlrat has 
been :offbred to him, will be equally accepted 
by the Righteous Jitd^ of all the earth. He, 
nt^ho hears -and believes, and he who hears not; 
but' is willing to hear, and would believe, if 

he 
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he did hear^ tire each poasessed of the same prin^ 
<;iple of fiodth ; they each make the best use of 
thetalent committed to them; thej each walk 
steadily ami faithfully by the light that ia 
giveathem; and by him who knows theheart» 
they will be sared in the obedience of faith. 
If there be a willing mind^ saitfa St« Paul to 
the Corinthians, it is accepted according ta 
that a man hathy and not accordihg^t^ that a 
man hath not. And likewise to the Bomans, 
Ood is not the God of the Jews only^ but of 
the Gentiles also. As it was consistent with 
divine justice that the demerit of Adam^s dis* 
obedience should extend to all mankind, aU 
though a large portion of them nerer heatd of 
Adam or his transgression ; so by the same di- 
Tine justice, the benefits of Christ's obedience 
ate available to all mankind, although many 
have never heard the name of Christ. 

What may be the process of justification to 
those who have never been bless^ with revela«» 
tion,is among the unknown counselsof Heaven. 
But we may humbly conjecture that the|^ious 
heathens, who knowing God only from the in« 
formation of nature, have believed in Him to 

th* 
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the extent of that information^ and with truth 
and sincerity obeyed the divine law written 
by nature on the hearts oiT all, will carry with 
them into the invisible world the spirit of 
feith, and be prepared to acknowledge and 
adore the Saviour, as soon as he shall be re-^ 
vealed to them by the means, which the un- 
searchable wisdom of God shall appoint. The 
^lan of redemption^ justification through 
Christ, with all God's mercies to sinful man; 
may be as effectually communicated to them in 
the mansions of rest, as. a foundation of love 
and gratitude through all eternity, as they 
could^have been in the knowledge of the gos- 
pel dispensation on earth* They will have had 
their period of trials and have Ifeen proved 
faith All. The Christian cannot have beeir 
more. With him, therefore, they may stand, 
la the eye o£ divine justice, equally eligible 
by the grace of God, to the justification unto 
life, which is not of works, but. through the 
obedience of faith. For they jvill have walk^ 
ed ih the steps of that faith of our Father 
Abraham, which \ft had being not yet^ by th^ 
rite of circuQision, sealed a member of QodW 
visible church. 

K 
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If these things be so, it may be asked; what 
are the advantages of the professing Christian* 
and of the privileges of baptism ?. 

In reply to this we may cite St. PauPs an- 
swer to a similar question of the Jews, l^uch 
every way. Unto him are committed the ora- 
cles of God. To him God hath declared his 
word, and his promises, and his judgements. 
To him He hath revealed his will: h.im he hath 
tat^ght all his commandments, and instructed 
in the full knowledge of his laws, the keeping 
of which even in the present life, is a happiness, 
which the' natural man can never know. The 
state of the Christian, therefore, is the superior 
state, in as much as light is better than dark- 
ness; knowledge than ignorance; the calm as- 
surance of hope, than the anxious disquietude 
of fear ; the power of happiness, -than the helpr 
less longing after it ; the full ability to lead 
a life of purity, virtue, and holiness, than the 
arduous and inefficient endeavours aft^r such 
a life ; the being filled with righteousness^ than 
the thirstiiig after it. Is the everiasting Crea^ 
tolr, and supreme Loid of the universe good ? 
and is bis will righteousness and happiness? — 

Is 
M 
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IsdisobeclieinDe tolii» will sin? ai&d is jsin tli^ 
cause ef misery ?---^Is the practioe of obeciiienee 
to bis glory ? and the proper employmeAti am 
wcU as the happinessyoi* the inti^Uectual csea- 
tuve ?<— Does the knowledge of the Divine wHA 
flSiEOst to the fulfilment of it? and is every 
thoiigbt) purpose, and 'work of that fulfilmentv 
heddth, and pleasure to the soul ?-^o certainly 
and so clearly is the true professor ^f the ireli« 
gion of Christ in a happier state timntiie in* 
l6de}« In as much as all the comforts and sup« 
pons promased in Revelation, and irupplied to 
♦he believer^ are superior to the unassi^edpow- 
ers of natural reason ; in as m ach as it is better 
toactwith the spirit of God in putting down 
the works of the^ Devil, than to do those works 
in daikness and ignorance ; so much is the case 
of the Chrislrian superior to the condition of 
those, who have never heard, or been baptized 
into, the 'Covenant of salvation. As much as 
it «» better to live after the will of God, and to 
have a foretaste of that felicity, which He en- 
joys in infinitude and per>fection, than to live 
in the slavery and misery of sin; so much is 
the case of the true Christian even in the pre- 
sent 
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«ent life) better than that of bim, wbo bas noit 
embraced the faith of the Gospel. 
« Tbi« bappy case, my brethren, is youni. 
iiappj it is, if yon establish jOur right in it, 
*by a suitably holy life. Forfeit not the advan- 
tages of the blessed state, in which you are 
placed by a Biost merciful God. IV^ke not 
your condition worse than that of the heathen, 
who never heard the name of Christ. Let not 
Mn reiffn in t^our mortal bodies^ that ye should 
iobey it in the lusts thereof. Consider the 
-mighty weight of obligation that you are un^ 
^r to yield your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. All the knowledge, 
«and all the assistances, necessary to salvation, 
<are yours. God hath manifested to you in his 
arevealedword, what was just discernible to the 
^^e.of reason, that He 4s the supreme Creator 
and Lord of all things, pure, holy, just, and 
good, worthy and desiring to be feared and 
'ib>ved, above.every thing that canbe nanMid; 
tiiat He loves virtue, and abhors vice, requiring 
his rational icoeatures tto cultivate one, and xe* 
jMunce the other ; that, in a future state, He 
will make:amends for the disocders imd suffer- 
t. m3 ings 
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ings of the present life, by just retribution to 
all men ; by rewards to the good, and pumsh*^ 
ments -to the mcked. He hath further shewn 
ybu tba| He created man to be happy, that he 
would have been for ever so, if he had conti- 
nued in fidelity and obedience. He hath dis- 
closed to yoxi the origin of the sin and misery, 
whi<}h deform and afflict his creation, with the 
cause of the natural death, to which we are 
ail irrevocably doomed. He hath shewn you 
also that from the beginning He decreed an 
atonement for sin; that the atonement is ac- 
tually made and accepted ; that the conditions 
of it, with the power to perform them, are of- 
fered to all men ; that death is disarmed of his 
terrors, by the remission of sin, and a period is 
put to his dominion ; that, in the quickening 
spirit of the second Adam, the restoration to 
eternal life and happiness was jmade obtainable 
by :all the posterity of the first. Hence, it is the 
;fault of every person who hears the Gospel; if 
his unrighteousness be not forgiven,and his sins 
covered ; and, if he do not serve his God and 
Saviour in holiness and righteousness of life, for 
an eternal crown of gldry. You are therefore 

aliv« 
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ativs frofm the dead. From the death of eint 
yon are risen with Christ to a ilewlife of tigh« 
teoiisness^to an inheritance inodrruptible^ that 
ftdeth tiiot away reserred in^ Heaten ft>r yoa; 
if you will Only wi^lk as becometh theehildre«i 
ol flight and lifei. 

Consider, then, I beseeoh you, *Ais pettiii« 
]prt?ilege, and transeend^t advantage of thii 
Christian. The natural man, and the hfeatHeni 
hare only the p¥obability, or faint hope, that 
€iod wilV pardon sin. The Jew with the pro^ 
mises of God to feith and obedience, had th# 
«beca9e types, the many ' and lab^i40u»sac^ 
fioes, andtedious€8»wnonies^^*he l«w. 3F1mi 
Ghr»tKHi^ has the eai^ Wei^hip of God in s^pdrit 
and in tfuth, and no^ sacrifice tis^iiiake) b«t;tfaat 
of. an humble, oontiite, deviated, ^ndifaiihfcil 
heartf puoved in a blaoMeless, ^utefiilv and^Ju>l}c 
life. To him the types and siicrjUSceadf thtt 
y^ aM explained and >cQhsuqAliiatedii^ eil^ 
fectnal sacrifice of the Son of G*kI^ iead fdu 
ftttf mfh rimn ftgaiiw for our justifiailito^ aa» 
fmi^d into Heay^ and seated on the thmna 
4rf gWy a»^ dtMiaiiiPiii isouUnuiUly iitoroed# 
pg wilh ;tte|^hfirJbr.J»»^faiti^ 
, . , t MS. inriting 
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inviting them by the words of his apostles, 
and by the influence of the spirit imparting to 
then^ all power, to follow him, in righteous^ 
nei^h^re, to the ^verl^ting mansions c^f joy 
an^^lofe whith he is preparing for them. 

By Him, who made light a^id darkness, th^ 
author of life and deaths— by Him,* who gave 
aud pr^Tves. all. our perceptions of pleasure 
C[r p^TT-by Him, who fills eternity^ and can 
aiifl^hilate. the universe with a nod — ^by Him, 
jvho \ft^tif^ftfthe .glpry, .with which he was 
<4p^l|e4l in> j;he ^.y^^rja^ting man^ons, humbled 
htvRs^l^.N^il^Jt^rhdy.a in union with our 
natriireif.'^fKilntocedi its bitterest sorrows — ^by 
Hiiq^iiibodn tthj3ili>iHest ignominy, and seve- 
f estipaihsyiuffiadred dbath to make propitiati<Hi: 
fo]r:6(iirdbiquitiefisi laAd.wsts awhile a prisoner 
iri .th4>gca^e^.' that wa might be liberated from 
itjifbUowthgi >his ! resurrfction to everlasting 
gloryi^nd^felioity^^— by Him;, who loveth us as 
ohilAflM^ aiid br^hreii; aiid ever Watcheth over 
ttS^witW^orC' unfailing remembrance thafn the 
moth^ wbtefaetb her l^uekifng child^^by Him, 
fdio^iijtidge^he earth iii rigUteousni^SB, ^nd 
recoii^iise^vbryinaa according tb^his Wor^; 
:j^:"iilv: i *^ ^e those^ 
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those, who^-l#ye*tinfl.4^bej £Biiiy with an eter- 
nity of inconceivable happiness^ but those 
who discredit his word, and trample upon his 
laws, with unutterable and never ending tor^^ 
ine)itr*^e are enjajiled ^nd commanded jtQ 
subdue sin in our natural bodies, and yield 
our members as instruments of righteousness. 
Greater obligation and inducement Heaven it- 
self has not to^offer^ nor can the reason of 
man expect *- or •conceive.--4if''tbi», my bre- 
thren, be insufficient to draw you from sin, 
and lead ^ ^u in righteousness:; thafte is ifo 
|iqpe of your salvation ; and ;)^ou xtiusi be, leflt 
t& peidi^ in yo«r oWn *raysi-^to shawp the 
destiny of the evil angel, if yoii to0v^eryi» 
him. 
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Boinans 6. 12, 1^. 

<ijei not ibit tkir^ort^ r^ign <• poun mortal hojff : that y^ 
shouid obey itjn the lusts 1 hereof i, Neithei yield ye your 
^members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin : hut 
fpi^d!pa9uiselu0$mmfo Oodj^ 04 tkose^that are alive from the 
•dead ; and your members as instruments of righteousness 
tti/o God. ' ' 

TN a preceding discourse on these words, in 
order to impress your hearts with an effec- 
tual sense of the motives and obligations dis- 
closed in the Gospel, to obey God in newness 
of life, with the faculties of the whole man ; I 
considered the purpose of God in forming 
man for eternal happiness, with his wisdom 
and mercy, in redeeming him from the con- 
demnation of sin. 1 have now to ofier some 
.^i . ' ! * \* assistance 
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assistance for the discharge of the obligatidiii 
by an exposition of the apostle's exhortation, 
in reference to the goyernment of the heartf 
and the ootaduct of life. . 

Throughout thi^ ebapter sin is described as 
a person who rules men w^th unlimited p<MPrer, 
when they have once willingly subinitted to 
his influence and authority. The text com« 
mands that we should not admit the prevalence 
of sin to the direction of the will, so far as tq 
obey it in any of our actions, thoughts^ words^ 
or desires — ^dtker yield ye yourtnembtr^^as 
inatruments of unrighteousness unto sin. By 
members we are here to understand the faculir 
ties of the mind, as well as the members of th^ 
body ; and the prohibition is, not to let the 
mind or the body become instruments of un* 
righteousness in the service of jiin. Contrary 
to this, the affirmative precept in the latteip 
part of the text is that we put ourselves in en<* 
tire obedience to th^ will of God, making both 
the mind and the body the instrumentii of 
righteousness in his service. 

To set the matter clearly before you, I shall 

take 
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teke both sides of the precept. But it may be 
deoessory preTioiidy to shew whmt is the ser<- 
viM, that H^ aK eommaaded to perfomit and 
that also, which we ase Tequirad to £ori>ear* 
My methoid, thet^Ove is this 

First; — te explain to yoB, the nature and ef- 
fects of sin, with the will and iaw of God ill 
his TOoiral gorernment of mankind. 

Secondly* — to consider the coilrrse of thought 
and action, by which Men bredk this law, and 
surrender themselt^es to the set^rie^ of sin. . 

Thirdly— to shew the diitec1?ion of thou^ht^ 
and conduct bf the mind^ l^ whit* we may 
givebdthour minds and bodies to ^Ml God*s 
law, in Vorks t>f righteousness. 

^iT^ I have to shew the nature and effects 
ot^ih, with the '^ill and law of God in his 
moral government of onanktnd. 
" * jis'dod is necessarily good, fte must deligfit 
ifi the happiness of his creattrres; consequently 
it' must "be his ^ill M etfect their happiness ; 
and whatsoever imped^4 their happiness must 
be re^stance to bis. wijl. As his will is to 
produce happiness, whatsoever lie b^pos^d to 
^'''^' his 
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his iwriH is jirodulclive of pain ' alid miser j. Wt 
learn^ from the trabsgression of omr £rst pa* 
f ettts, that'sin is reabtance ito his will. Resist* 
ance fo :his will, is an infringement of bis 
equitable and benevolent riile of conduct; and 
Ihattis uniighteousness« Sin, ther^re, is un« 
r^hteousness. Consequently, resififtance to 
the will' of God, impediiBent to the happiness 
^ofMlt creatures, and sin or unrighteousness^ 
are aH the same thmg, and productive of paiit 
and misery. 

This argument, however, holds^good, in all 
its parts^ only in respect to a state of Snno- 
eence. To creatures, who have resisted hial 
will, God wills the misery and suffering 'pro* 
per to the siilftil condition, to which (hey have 
degraded themselves. Much as He dedres thd 
happinc!ss of the creatuVe, He cann6t design 
the happiness of ttiose creatures, who disobey 
Him ; who impede either their own well-being, 
or that of aily other creature. ' "Pcfr, thereby 
Re would confound his own nioral govern- 
ment; encourage the disobedient ito^thc iVkjury 
of the Obedient; violkte all rufe of justice ;ahtl 
defeat his own righteous purposes. '^'^ • 
^ But, the happiness^ of tlie intellectuah creai 
' • ' ' ture 
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tare is not to 'be estimate hy the exteradi 
circumstances of our probationapf and coii 
rupted being. When sin entered into the 
worlds hy Adant^s tranegvession^ man beoune 
the inheritor of toil and suffering: he waa to 
eat hii^ biiead in the j^ireat of his face: the 
ground, was ciirsed for his sake; it was to 
bring foith thorns -and thistles: and, 6nly by 
lihe la^ur of his handsr.^as he to profcuise m 
Mstenaaoe better than t^t of the beais^ of ih% 
field. . ; 

Hence we d^r]y se^that tnnible and afflic- 
tion a^e the inheritattjQe of man: in his present 
state they are unaifoidable. The pleasures^ 
pay even the proper sustenanc0» of this life 
cannot b^ obtained without ^uspensiqn^ pr^ pri* 
ration of enjoyment, or 4some endi:ir^ce of 
what is opposed to ^ivH>yment. And^ sinci| 
the unjui^t or slothful pers4»n^ will take tq^ l^jf 
own use what has been acquired by the la|)OU^ 
of another^ qr that, of which tjie civil ipstitu- 
tions, under which he lives, dp not allow hjiin 
the use or . possession ; punishment must b^ 
threatened, and pften inflicted, by human 
means, to deter from this .invasion of aj^pigljt 
Ijpur'fi^ rights. Th? Alwiglity maj ^»o ^^ it 

necessary^t 
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i^cess^ry to execute jndgement by his secret 
dispensi^tions, as well as by the known agency 
4>£ those^ who, in the course of his superintend- 
ing proyidence, are appointed tp po^er and 
authority oyer their fellow creatui^s. 

Therefore^ to understand the duties, which 
Ck>d exacts from us for the benefit of mankind^ 
%ye must consider man chiefly in reference to a 
future state. For we .see that designed imper 
'diment to the enjoyments of the creature, in 
thi$( state of .sin and corruption, is not necei^ 
;«arijy unrighteousness, or hinderance of the 
.Piyine will : on the contrary it may be, and 
often is, direct obedience to it. Not only 
is aulhcMrity divinely granted to civil govern- 
ors for the punishment of guilt ; but by the 
appointed order of Prdvidence in the natural 
world, the innocent often suffer with the guilty. 
Besides this, we find, in sacred history, in- 
,6tances recorded of chosen persons directed, by 
.the manifest determination of Heaven, to exe-. 
cute especial vengeance upon the wicked. 

^ In this fallen state, then, to determine what 
is sin, or unrighteousness, or hindrance of the 
will of God, we must take all the known and 

revealed 
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revealed commands orf <]rod fM tile rule; a»ii 
man's eternal happiness for the issue. Every 
thing, that is a violatk^n of any of God's com- 
mands, is an impediment to man^s eteriiflA 
happiness, and is sin; but all indulgences aidl 
gratifications in the present beings that are- 
not violations of God's law, being not imped- 
ing to man's eternal happiness, are alloiv^al^ 
and innocent ; and all restraints or checks up- 
on these allowed .indulgences are contrary to 
the will of God, and are also sin. For, as He 
wills the happiness of his creatures ; He wills 
them in every stage of their being as much en- 
joyment as they can have, without transgress- 
ing his eternal law of rectitude, justice, and 
benevolence. His law would never deny tis 
any enjoyments, were not our desires cor- 
rupted by the prevalence of sin in our nature. 
If we were free from sin, our desires would be 
for. those things only that are well pleasing to 
the Divine mind, as they are conducive to our 
everlasting rest and felicity. Upon this prin- 
ciple the whole law of God is founded. Even 
in the present existence, He forbids us nothitig, 
that is not necessary to the accomplishment of 

/ his 
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Ilis eternal purpose, our happiness. His moral 
law is necessary to govern the world in peace. 
Hit mere universally observed; although man 
fttust live by labour, and be subject to pain 
ttftd death, this earth would be^ compared with 
what it now is, a paradise. The sum of his 
law is that, we employ diligently all our fa)cult 
jttes for the attainment of eternal happiness to 
QiirselTes and our fellow creatures, and sub^ 
sctrviently to that^ for our mutual comforts 
^nd enjoyments in the present life. This ^ 
the service of God; this is the righteousnessi 
pf whidi we are to yield our members as in* 
struments. 

Thus we deduce that the substance of the 
ipvohibi^tion in my text is : we are not to exer#- 
cise the faeidties, which God has gives us, in 
aby manner to impede theprjesent and eternal 
happiness of ourselves and our fellow crea- 
^res^ or ill other words, we are not to injure 
ourselves, or^ one another, with respect to the 
attainment of eternal happiness, or with re- 
spect to any gratilScations of the present iife^ 
that are no hinderance of eternal happiness. 

On the other hand we find that we are xom^ 

manded 
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manded by the text to employ and improve 
all the faculties, which God has giiten ns, to 
the fulfilment of his law, for his gk>ry in our 
own eternal happiness^ and that of our feHow 
beings ; and, subserviently hereto, for out 
common and reciprocal enjoyments of the pre^ 
sent life. 

Here, then, is the simple, the eiasy, the pure, 
and undefilf d, law of God. Here is the reason- 
able yoke which He has imposed Upon every 
soul of roan. • What, indeed, can be more rea- 
sonable, when it is only that We shall work 
with Him, for the present, future, and eternal 
happiness of ourselves and our fellow crea- 
tures? that we shall fly from sin the necessary 
and only cause of pain and anguish, and em- 
brace righteousness the sure and necessary 
cause of felicity ? that we unite our sincere al- 
though insignificant, to his all-powerful efibrts, 
for the good of all his creation, to' resist, sub- 
due, and exterminate, the evils, which sin has 
brought into it. And can we withhold our 
co-operation from this benign and merciful 
purpose ? Can we resist the will of God thtl$ 
manifested to save and to bless us ? Surely no 

mind 
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mind that meditates upon, and rightly under- . 
stands this, can so determine. 

But obvious as is the justice and reasonable- 
nAssoi this law, men do not obey it. Although 
the professing Christian has been buried to sdn 
in baptism, and has risen again witH Christ to 
a new spiritual life of holiness; and although 
the hoi J spirit is granted him in full measure 
to succour his infirmities, to enable hiiil' to re- 
sist the tempter, and^to subdue the evil prin- 
ciple that is within ; nevertheless he obeys the 
law of sih, and yields his fatuities to its ser-- 
vice. . r 

iM us then, in the next place, try whether 
we can track the oourite of thiis iniquity. 

From what you have heard) you must, I ^ 
think, clearly apprehend that, if we form any 
d^ign, or do any action, or ^ven indulge a de,-; 
i^re, knowing, or having had the opportunity 
of kaming, that the n^itural or probable con- 
sequences thereof are injury either to ourselves 
or to others, with, respect to the attainment of . 
eternal happiness; or, if we neglect to do any 
thing that we have the power of doifig to the 
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gV>T7 of God, for our omi everlasting welfare^ 
and that of our fellow cveaturesr and, subser^ 
▼ieatly thereto^ fo^ imr oommoa and recipro-* 
cal enjoyttiebts of tbe fHpesent life ^ we resist^ 
tbe goodness of God in a greater or kss degree, 
and bjpeafc his command ;*--we mlate his re»^ 
sonable imd equtaMe law, — suflfer sin to have 
influence ^er usy-<"-end yield the powers of the 
mind or body, or of boths as the tastrameiif^ 
€jf wmgiieomness. 

The DiTine Iwfy thwefove, is infringed, not 
only by an act or design of injustice m cvneU 
ty^ but likewise by such an indulgenee of any. 
habit, appetite, passion, or propensity, as may 
tempt us to hurt anothw, or oursdres^ <Mr in* 
dispose us to do all tbe good in pur power, or 
to improve our faculties to righteousness. Any 
conduct or purpose of conduct not commsMOided 
by God, which may cause disease or infirmity 
of body, or debility of mmd^is a transgression; 
because it is a direct injury to ourselves, and 
pKventiTe of those benefits to mankind, fw 
whidh He designed ^ application of our 
healthy encargies. 

Again the law is broken, as oftea as we act 

solely 
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86iely for our own sakeg, withmdifference td 
the wAtaate of other men* For^ then we can« 
not tio the will of God ; sinee we do not act 
witit love to one another^ and j^n with Him^ 
in promoting not partial, bat unitersal hap*<' 
pinedK^ 

* But nitet t4tall|^ this l^iw is broken, if lA 
any iiMe we conduct ourself es irreverently to^ 
ifUkt^ Odd, or nieglect any of the duties, which 
he has t^omtii&nded to be paid immediately to 
Hlmi^lf The faculties cannot thhU be exer- 
cised in righteousness, being employed to dis-^ 
hi^Mntr «he Fadi<^ cind fountain of all righte- 
o«ineiiS! they csmnot be occupied for the hap^ 
pinasi of men, ^because they aire directed in re- 
pugnance to the itill of God : tfaey cannot be 
lemploydd to conciliate his blessfng, fot they 
n^iit^ or neglect^ the nieans which He has coin^ 
ffiatided- ((k Obtaiiting his blessing. 

Tbewftnre^vety kind of profanehess—^all 
Wigl^et M religiotti^ office&-^all the i^lfish and 
•mwligiteAt passions, pride, envy, ararice, and 
Mibkion, etery^ kind of fraud and injustice, 
of ffilsehodd and idleness, all excess or irregui 
N» latrity 
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liurity in's»8iial:eBJqyi^entf, whether soeialv. 
domestic^ of solitary^ . tmery tnode wd degmen 
of tiitempdiaaoe-t^ar9 vi^latidnslof.ib^rreteoiif^ 
able law <of)ti^'fiHipr»»e Lard^ ,)T)m ma tiottr 
finned by^the apwtle^tS declfiiBikioik inafiotth^r^ 
pls^ce. The works of ike flesh are these^ ai^ 
terif^ foraiifation, uncleanness^ ]^miQ(»^nefs^ 
idoMnf, if^r^^f^ v^rianQ^^j^ulqtion^ tti^aflh 
Mtrifei, 9e4itio^Si . heresies^ envyings^ nmrjitf^iif 
dnmh^mess, reulling^^ md.sueh Uke^^tk^i 
vfhich 4(h ^^h ^ things^ . ^^U nqj^ Anhmpt tim 
Iin04(m,qf^p4- : . 
- Nowj.wiiW; is tjte*att$€^,thfktiliits5e Ai^gsA^ 
^ pre^^iil :.^mo*ig. GbrWtwft§,J , Onir SimiHur. 
bipv^lf k^th tok^ J^-i-^ ThjC 9^ pf th^wfird.ia. 
fec6i?ej^;^y 41^ way iiide,:<m the rcmgh and 
^intyxpa^) wh^c^ it ^n ^i^ri:v;e.i|o. noii)c9^n 
meat ; ^r iBi^QRy plac^, ^feprft it csi;»mt Mkft 
root; or among4hp|-J?ifl,^i|d tfeft^ ^nwf;^ 
earejs aijfd pleaspi^ pf the. wpl^U^ j^llljllg up 
an4^hpakit. Men s^fitoo.iut^tiA^ 
^ncerqs , pf , the present life, .and tooj ^)nio«]Ni|[|. 
isiself, to s|ti^dy the la^ P^ ^i^b^>?Sas|[(n;ffr:i^ 
ligipn,; .t9ojrmich in siibjpct^9aJo tlifs sei|«fM^ 
mipd to heed the things of the spirit, and obey 
the will of the Father of spirits. 

The 
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: Hie gseneralifj ^£:tB0hkiiid Jbave ndt tiuie 
for mectitatioil, or the j^hisitiph of : know- 
ledgci;.atidr of tliose, whb< have leisure,' fhe 
greater part will employ it any other way, ra» 
tiier'tban ia hearing religious ipstruction, or 
in Befiection on divine matters. Both in think- 
ing^ and. acting, particularly with regard to 
the eohcerns of another life, they are almost 
entirely the creatures .of habit formefl dpon 
th^ {H-evailiag opinions and prtotices. The 
Example of the World, therefor^, exhibits a very 
feeble sense of the obligation to serve God, 
and benefit itoan, a very imperfect knowledge 
of tte evangelical rule of life, of the terms, 
upon whieh the pardon of sin, and the bless- 
in^iof eternity are promised; but a sedulous 
i^ecupatiim^ith the cares^ the pleasures, and 
ildtevests dTthe present being. Hence the ten- 
ded mind of youth scarcely fails to be betrayed 
rato error, and unconscioiiis'of harm to acquire 
an attachment to the things, which are at en- 
mvtf with its Christian hopes, before its di- 
recAing powers have attained to efficiency. 
^kSM» the understanding is competent to dis* 
chargci its fuRC!tions5 the affections are sta^ 
n3 Wished, 
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blished, whicK continiially^ rise in r^beUmi 
against God; and the reason being in early 
subjection, as it adTancea to maturity, it too 
often grows only as an assistant or ministertof 
the evil propensities! Thus the faculties bodi 
physical and intellectual, as well as the sus- 
ceptibilities of the heart, being trained and 
confirmed in resistance or contempt of the wiU 
of God, there is no ability to withstand temp- 
tation, and the whole man surrenders to the 
captivity of sin, 

Hence we do all of us, some more, some less, 
Tiplate the law of God, and employ the fatmi* 
ties. He has given us, in the service at isin^ 
Won by the ready, or drawn by the expected, 
pleasures offered us in the beautiful and mag- 
nificent, although disordered and t perishable 
world, iu which we are placed, we bestow too 
little attention upon the everlasting state, that 
awaits us. As the gratifications aflfi^rded by 
earthly objects cannot, in any excess, be com^ 
men and reciprocal; the enjoyment of themi 
by one man, is, often the privation of tl^m to 
another. The natural, but generally crimiiuil^ 
preference of self predominates. Vmfer the 

seductive^ 
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ceductive influence of sensual .delights pro- 
ceeding either from the indulgence of the pas- 
sions, er the loose rovings of fancy, very little 
re^rd is had to the rights or feelings of others^, 
still less to the fayourof God; and the obliga- 
tions of the Gospel* 

Yes, my brethren, no less true than grievous 
it is, we do see even Christians — Christians^ 
.at least, in profession, — entirely taken up with 
the gratifications suid distinctions of the pre- 
sent being; as averse to contemplate the Di- 
Tine word, as incapable of living in the observ- 
ance of it. They may talk, indeed, of religion 
and providence ; but their views are all world- 
ly : they give a loose to the evil and selfish pas- 
sions ; practice, any low and hateful vices to 
which, in their several circumstances, they have 
temptation and facility^. Those possessing the 
ineans and opportunity give themselves up 
to idleness, amusement, and licentiousness, 
neglecting the good, which they have the 
power to do, and applying to their own abuses 
a large portion of the gifts of Heaven intended 
for the general welfare. Even those, who have 
iiearts to be moved with a present scene of dis- 
n4 tress. 
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tress, impelled by the selfish principle, aud 
void of thought for the consequences of their 
misconduct, do often, in a giddj eagerness 
for pleasure, riches, or distinction, cause or 
promote greater suffering than that, which 
placed before them they cannot avoid to com- 
miserate. As people seldom find themselv^i 
solitary in vice, particularly in the vices of 
voluptuousness; cheered by his companions 
the transgressor proceeds in his course with- 
out consideration or reserve, till age or ad- 
versity take from him the power or opportu- 
nity of enjoyment. 

Thus, even by the professors of the true re- 
ligion, of the religion which the Son of God 
came from Heaven to^ establish, the most ifear- 
ful offences against reason and religion are 
committed ; both the moral and divine laws 
are trampled upon ; tjie tranquility of the in- 
dividual is lost; the happiness and prosperity 
of the community are prevented or impaired ; 
the favour of the Almighty is forfeited; the 
Holy Spirit is resisted; the sacrifice and inter<-^ 
cession of Christ are made vain. 

This, however, it may be said, is a very un- 
favourable 
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laTOurable "view of the Christian world ; for ^- 
though the lives of too many attest the truth 
of this description ; yet ther^ are numbers, 
who. are generally decent. and moral in their 
deportment; who both in their designs, and 
actions exhibit regard to the honour of God, 
aiftd to the well-being of society < Ss|d indeed 
would be our condition, if there were not. 
But, even of the greater part of these, I fear it 
may be truly said, that they have only attained 
to a poor mediocrity in virtue, and have just 
approached the vestibule of religion. For, if 
we see them eager and restless to comnumd or 
accumulate the good things of this life; if for 
these they toil, are careful all the day, and 
often watch the night ; if they can hardly ap- 
propriate two hours in th6 week to th^ worship 
of God, in any thing bearing the namie of de- 
votion; if even the Sabbath bring them no 
intermission of painful and anxious thought 
for secular pleasures or adviintages ; if i^ their 
dealings with each other they observe the rules 
of hoi^sty only as far as is necessary to keep 
a fair character aiid escape the penalties of the 
law ; if they be ready to circumvent and over- 
reach 
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I'each on all safe occasions ; if they be deficient 
in courtesy or candour to their equals, in com- 
passion or liberality to those beneath them, in 
respect or deference to those above them; if 
all their active regards be fixed in themselves, 
their families and connexions ; can we think 
that they are mindful, as they ought to be^ 
of the ransom paid for them by a crucified 
Redeemer? — that they are acting the part of 
a Christian, as partakers of the death Of Christ, 
buried to sin in baptism, risen again to righ- 
teousness, and working out their sahation 
with fear and trembling^ according to th* 
powers, which God of his good pleasure has 
given them, for that purpose ^ 

Shall we say, that they are not yielding their 
members as instruments of unrighteousness^ 
who are regardless of the will of God for the 
happiness of his creatures, and heedless df 
their own eternal prospects, for which He com- 
mands them to be vigilant ? As the service of 
God is to promote the happiness of mankind ; 
dhall we say that those perform his service, 
who seldom think of any body, but them- 
selves, and are as ready to injure as to benefit 
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a neighbour, if thereby they can promote their 
own mistaken Tiews ? As our lairlii} enjoy- 
ments are those only, which may be had, with- 
out any infringement of God^s law for the 
uniTersal benefit of man ; shall we say, that 
those do not resi^ his will, of whom all the 
Xond enjoyments are in contempt or hindrance 
of tiie general good } As there is no middle 
course between righteousness and iniquity; 
and no righteousness, but in obedience to God ^ 
AaH we not accQUnt those the servants of sin, 
who evince no deisire or endeavour to serve 
God, in a spirit of diarity and beneficence to 
their fellow creatures ?— Truly, my brethren, 
whatever perscms like these may think ; they 
are under the dominion of sin ; and the Scrips 
tores promise them nothing, buttherecom- 
paise of the hypocrites, who pn^ss to know 
their Saviour, but, in their hearts and lives, 
are fa^ from Him. 

Thus we see how carnal afibctions mislead, 
although kept under some restraint, and be- 
guile their possessors to a persuasion that they 
are not unapproved servants of God, whiles 
they sttfl&r sin to ragn in their mortal bodies. 

And 
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Aod ttiis may suffice for tbe neg^tire puirt of 
the pre<^pt in my text- 

I bavje now to consider the CQiicse Bf tjMm^U 
and conduct of the mind, by which we j^je/cf 
our members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God. . . 

. I have shewn that the. end heiein proposed 
is our own ' happtness, and that of .our fellow 
^reatwres, both here and hereafter* The wdrk, 
which: we have to do, is that, without w|ucb ' 
this happiness is not obtains^ble« . \NoWr > -the 
wicked man seeks^ often painfully seeks^ >t^t 
ke coneeives. tp be Jiis ; own hi^piufsss. .The 
difference of pursuit between the righteous 
and the wicked is this : ibe latter seiBk^ hi» 
happiness in the ;sfmiles, pleasures, prosperitiesi 
or vanities of thfs world, with hostility or in- 
difierence to th^. welfare pf^m^^yin Iwristan/O^ 
to the will of God, and forgetful^jessoleteif 
nity : the former in ajl things pb&ii^nwA |the 
will> and desires the favour, qf Godji^is vigi- 
lant for the happiness pfmaipi; andeYer^fa^ 
i;he blessings pf eternity before hifp, a^ thft 
object t>f his best hopes and endeavpqrs. 

Would 
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^r WiMild we^ th^n oeciipy eitir faculticis in tfae> 
bmdness of a holy life ; we should* elevate our 
thottgtete to theiuture being; inure our minds 
to the contemplation and preference of the* 
J9y8)'that wiU last foterer: we should always 
beinqiressed with the asstirantfe that, all which 
this world can offer weighs nothing againrt: 
the'farour of the Almighty , and the possession 
of hiiE^Hearenly kingdom; that, as this short 
hfe is only our passage to another which will' 
jsttffBT^kkdj whatever it contains can be worth 
nothing to us, except as it may contribute to 
onrcofatentni^nt and ease while: it lasts, an4 
to supply us with strength that we may hold 
on our.way r^oicingto onr everlasiing home; 
that fion^of its pleasures are to. be tasted, none 
of its advantages to be accepted, which may 
draw usiiside from the fear atid love of God, or 
divert our fixed attention from tfae Heaven, to 
ivhicK He has destined ijis : we sbdnld ever keep 
in mind the love of God for us, the desire that. 
he has manifiested, the command which he 
has issued, the ability which he has imparted,' 
for our attainment of felicity beyond our pow- 
ers of conception: in all our undertakings and 

occupations^ 
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occupations, wkether of business or recreatioBi 
in public or retirement, we dbould set bis law 
before us, with the infinite rewards that He 
hath promised for the keeping of it. 

Could we bring onrselres to this mode of 
thinking, we should be under such an impress 
sion of the necessit^r as well as the propriety 
of obeying the law of God in works of righte^ 
ousness, as would induce an endearour always 
to do those works ; none of the low and idiort 
liyed delights of this woiid would fill tbeim»« 
gination, or sway the affections, or gain any 
influence over us, to the prejudice or hazard 
of our everlasting interests: the benign law of 
God would be our business and delight. 

But, my brethr^i, the elements of your t^ 
ligion learned in your diildhood inform ycm 
tliat, much as God has dime for us. He dotb 
not give us the ability to acquire this habit of 
the mind, till we humbly ask it of Him. Whenr 
you find yourselves, as you often must, pressed 
by temptation,^ and thos^ thoughts intruding 
upon you, which are at enmity witl^ the law 
of righteousness; you must address yourselves 
to Heaven with fervour and sincerity. In the 

hour 
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haar of peril jou may not always have leisure 
or opportunity for the forms of prayer ; but 
tke DiTinity is privy to our secret aspirations* 
The silent supplication mssy rise from the busy 
seene of earthly things to the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, drawing the favour and protection of 
Omnipotence around the foithful soul that has 
no mortal witness. He, who fills eternity, 
searches the heart, and knows those inward 
graces, which the lovers of a corrupt world 
can no ni0re discern and appreciate in others, 
l^an they can experience in themselves. For 
ojur confidence in the goodness, our devotion 
to the righteous will, of the Almighty, He 
takes us under the shadow of his wings; so 
that no evil can approach us. He keepeth us 
in perfect peace^ because we trust in Him. 
And, my brethren, you may be sure of this: 
God never imputes righteousness to those, who 
do not fear Him, love Him, trust in Him, and 
consequently try, strenuously try to serve 
Him., Men may act justly, and benevolently ; 
but, if their good deeds be not done with a 
desire and design to please God; He will not, 
oannot accept them for righteousness* Thia 
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is both reason and religion. To do righteous* 
neBSi as I have shewn^is to obey his will; nnd^ 
if righteousness be an act of the rational crea* 
ture, that cannot be righteousness which does 
not spring from avdesign and endeavour to 
obedience, however weak and worthless the 
desire and endeavour may be, in the compre- 
hension of that mind which is infinitude and 
perfection. ; 

Of our natural inability to this obedience 
every man has within himself an infallible 
witness. But although he feel this weakness ; 
yet he perceives, at the same time, some power ^ 
of e:!|:ertion which he can put forth; and that 
he. is able to address himself to the Father of 
mercies, for a larger supply of stremgth. In 
thd common endowments of our nature God 
has given us the n^eans-of knawing Him.. In^ 
those endowments He shews the necessity of 
honour and adoration to Himself; and He has ' 
explicitly declared the same in his revelation. 
Nothing is more forcibly inc Alerted in the 
Gospel^ than the obligation to prayer. If this 
duty be neglected, no further light or assist- 
ance to righteousness is imparted. Upon the 

heartt 
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liQ^jt^ which s^nds forth no devout aspiratiom 
to Heayen* oo spiritual gift 13 conferred* 
Whatever God will accept for right^usness ; 
^1 that can be availahle to salvation, and 
qualifj ns for the society of the blessed in 
Heaven ; tfee .wadding garment in which we 
B^aj be admitted to the marriage feast of the 
Lamb; is attainable onlj by the humble, pros- 
trate,«devoted, adoring, and supplicating soul^ 

The Qiristiafi contemplating the Divine 
ipercies must reinember his redemption. Whefi 
be puts up his prayers, he must not forget tb^ 
Just One, for whose sake alone his prayers can 
avail. Our Saviour^s words are, withqut me 
you can do nothing. The apostle saith, / can 
do all things through Christ that strengthen^ 
eth me. To Christ, therefore, we must lool^ 
as the rock of our salvation^ in whom we have 
a refuge from the overwhelming storms of 
guilty passion, a rest from the weary and pain- 
ful wanderings of sin. 

The first requisite, therefore, for acquiring 

that conduct of the mind^ by which we. may. 

direct and keep ourselves in the ways of ^Gods 

is ^ right: conception of the goodness of God, 

of 
O 
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#f ike Mto«neR€# iff tA^ m^i^ §(ff^fhamMt 
Hii^ a dttiep^ a juH tfMii ^ «iir n^fi^ eirtiltf 
nwwitt hkiefttf alNi isi^itfpflcitf to please Hlbn^ 
#1M dtainef Mitsffd iniqttHy^ ; 6f ^fmf itiB^litf 
to pMerttt jpeace t6 Mrtiie1!tM, «rt any tMtig 
tfbbfe tlicf loir gtati^^ations^ Of a MrAlpt and 
Mlehw^rU: Wiilif tiriis iMpiiediik>n fixed mA 
pifeHmattetit on tlie' ibhld, Wt thtdw ourkelveil 
#kb^Mflri(maiid cOiil!ri<^<Mi at tk« fbot of tlitf 
im^, and' for tlMf riieiPits of otir oitee crueiiied^ 
Biif ho# ^I6i^fied Itecfeectt^^ intploi^ AoM 
Ite il^oniB 6f giW^ that itffonmafion^ it*eiigtll# 
Mtd teiihtdifeei, ti^bich He K^th ptomised to 
ibos^^iid ilut^pli<iatt^ the^ Fatfter faitltfullj in 
iH« riaitl^. Heto are our practical means o£ 
gtacie, of that girace to v/hich onf otrn etFotti 
eSA My Wa^ cOhtribute ; of that grace which 
is tttttfiAKbie tiir6iigh the knowledge of reve^ 
latidn« With6ut tfaist pi^liniinarf exercise in 
dot 6Wn isduh^ 6f the powers divinely gitett^ 
we cannot obtain the grace effident to saltan 
iiOtt. Wfthont thin beginning We cannot yield 
iUiA letitn^ thi6 faculties to righteousness. BM:» 
this being d6ne, the Spirit of God, wotkingf 
With oinr spirit^i svlbdues in us the iaini«c#^o# 
litiy enables us to withstand the allurements of 

the 
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4(faewoitdy the sngg^sfeidns oi the aril iaiige)» 
«nd er«rj€nen^ to oot rirtue, from wiliiiii o)r 
without ; teaches us ta account all the exiimsit^ 
tudmMttvaihed^ijojiBents e^f th(& ungodly ab 
lAast i» the balance agamst the hure of Christt 
tiMBngbtoMunietsauil biasing of God, theiup 
wSakM glories of etesntty . 
. What now shaft we say is the courfse of 
Aougbi requisifte to obey Ood in works of 
righteousness? Added to a full and afiiBcting 
iCOttviction of our ovns wes^ness, corruption, 
and viktietoy of our laeed ei dirine comfort 
•nd ajasisting grace, of the wonderful love of 
Ciodin giving his only son to^apropitiatioil 
&r our sin% of the dear price with which 
Christ hath purchased us to be to Him a pe^ 
isuliar people^ of the shocking guilt and in-^ 
gratitude, as well as the inevitable perdition, 
of keeping ourselves from Him; it is an ha- 
bitual and delightful meditation on God, his 
attributes, and his works ; on his power, his 
Majesty, and perfection, on his beneficence, 
faistaiani^ld mercies, his gracious promises; 
on the'fituessof obedience, the beauty of holi« 
Bess; (m the happiness that must be consequent 
2 to 
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to doing the will of Hitn, who is the fountain 
•pf $11 exQell^ii(;e and bmppin<»Bs; on the won- 
derful scheme jof the redemption in the first 
promise of ity.in the preparation for it through 
so many ages of the world to its completion 
«t the fulness of time; on the transcendent her 
nefits of the Gospel^ on the joy and glory of 
the ererlasfing kingdom therein prpmised to 
jailt who believe its truths, and do its com- 
mands. , 

. This direc;tion of thought will beget an awe 
of the Divine judgements^ a love of the Divine 
goodnesSf a trust in. the .Dri'ine promises, a 
submission to the Divine will, a thirst after 
righteousness, in^ contempt or ajbhorrence pf 
the mean a^d. impure enjoyments of a degene- 
rate, although magnificent and imposing 
world. Hence we are awakened tq seek out 
with diligence, and embrace with alacrity, the 
things acceptable to our Almighty benefactor; 
to exert and improve every faculty in His ser- 
vice; to devise every expedient for the true 
honour, the present peace and enjoyment, and 
the everlasting happiness of man ; for concili- 
ating the favour of Him, who gives, and alone 

. . can 
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<c^ii give, the beneficent, holy, and happy life 
of th^ Christian in this world, to the obtaining 
of the crown of glory prepared in his eternal 
mansions/ Hence the mind acquii^es a <xm<- 
staiit disposition, a settled temper, of worship^ 
and relsignation. With, the eye^ of faith it ha* 
bitually looks into eternity apprehending the 
things reserved for maoifestation hereafter ; 
and> in* anticipation of these, :its thoiighJbs, 
its images are gratitude, adorationi^ and praise; 
Its desires, its designs, its delights^ are obe* 
dience and goodness. Whatsoever things 
are true^ whatsoever things are justj whatso^ 
ever things are pure^ whatsoever things are 
lovely^ whatsoever things are of good report f 
on these it is engaged constantly '«nd s^^u* 
lously, to the exclusion of all guilti^: cares, 
anxieties, and pleasureis. ■*. 

Let us, then, my brethren, look ifito: out 
own hearts^ and astertain how far w^ havea{> 
quired this course of thought, and conduet of 
Mind. foTf whatever be the prevailing indif- 
ference to' religion ; with whoever gaiety and 
eoAfidence, the votaries of pleasure, and the 
. / 3 worldly 
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marlSij aninded, joay neglect <&e worship ^ 
^Sod, and breaik Im .ooniinandineiite ; mith 
yrJiatevcer ic«Bipo8«tre s#r self oompiaoeticcir^ i^ 
4iiMe«daj6.eir health and fxrosperity, the pcofsss- 
mg ChrislTiaji may oSend in tl»e mere beoi^ 
parte •f 4iie mortal law, ^or iall «{hort ^tfae sf^ 
ritu^ty q£ t)^ Qespd ; die prennii^es >and 
thpeatemn^ ^f Go& ave «iipe ; the prac ti^s of 
men cannot mal&e leoid Cbe word, which He 
hath spoken by ins apostles, ii^ho hid down 
their li^es, toat a testinMHJ of ks trvdi. To 
tecuve tlie newards of Christtianky^ to be psuv 
toioeis of die i«siimsctk>n of Christ, we tnnst 
yield par member^s.as i»sfrmn^entsqf^ktemts^ 
nes€ unto Crod ; w^ jmitt ^devote the whole 
man ^to tbe piloatouiBon iof }m wifl: (the works 
pf Aur |uan^s mttst be directed, our jskiH and 
ingenuity must be exiencisec^ the jen^etions of 
the breast must be cherished, the understanding 
mm/eX be impiroK^ and regalated, all actmg 
in oniaon, to please aad «(bey Him, amd eo«* 
tribiKte, with wh^teirer ^capacity He has gifte^ 
them, Xo jhis a^dlumgeable and eternal par« 
pooes of goodness. It is not enough that^we 
»oid e¥il, iskMX «|re <do iiol: actually Msist hm 

wilL 
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viW^ We iBiist (?(^aof to /^f iv^ic^ is g^Q4^ 
«Ad d9 evi^iy |:jlHiig i^v^u^ p^w^ to hif bw«i«r 

ftiial|l«light$ legd to ^ijd8hae$$, beg^tt^ vik 
^iiffei3ei|tci^ to the feelings miuI icJaiins o^a ii&^h^ 
|jw>ur ; we must keep g pow^ul restr^jot yppn 
tbe wiU ;uid appetite, that thef way iiot ^x^ 
^)ee4 the ruXes, which the law 9f lleavew ]b^99 
prescribe i&x them* As desire seldom bo^ 
^iQes mnruly* except wh^u }t \» streogtben^A 
bj the iinagiaatiQ^ ; we miii^t put ^^ stroi^g 
gjaai4 upmi thi« lifceutious gpd delvsiF45 i^u]U 
tj^ dating ity as much as. po^hle, to tbfi 
pure pleasures that w^ i^l certainly ^ujo/^ 
i^ the o^wfppusness Qf .obedjiejoiic? tQ the Gos^ 
pfs). £a(rthl7 grf tificattoi^ b^iug so ]^}ptU to 
f^ph^in both the alfec;t^«^ aud ^he imagim^ 
|49|i^; w# «h^»ld 6% QUf thoj^ghts a^ aflCectioua 
1^ 4hipg^ ab^i^e, Dftakipg all other pjeg^pcif 
fjfphs«rvi«9^ to the joj^ that /^haU be hereafter^ 

Jiop^t^ to ith^ pl^wure* tbs^t fif^ ^ ^Go^'s r^^ 
4 jourselyes. 
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youjrselves. Do you forego the superfluities^ 
dnd even the comforts of this world, when they 
cannot be possessed without the known or pro- 
bable injury of a fellow-mortal ? Do you give 
no more to sensual indulgences than is com- 
]>atible with a sound and healthy state both of 
the mind and body ? In your pursuits of 
tvorldly wealth, do you keep in mind the ser- 
tice of your Creator arid Redeemer, seeking 
no more for yourselves than is consisterit with 
the obligations you are under to obey Him, in 
works of benertcerice ? Are you zealous and 
.active to do good to your fellow-ii^atufes, 
avoiding every selfish ghitification causing 
sorrow ai\d bitterness to the simple, th^ un- 
suspecting, the weak, and the innocent, or 
just offence, to an/ man ? Do you cultivate 
charity and benetolence towards all men, even 
to an enemy ? Do you observe* that public 
Worship of God, and all those religious rites 
whi(5h, by hii^ holy word, or hiii holy church, 
he has conmianded or established, as the 
tneans of preserving among men a due remem- 
brance of his ponders and mercies ? and the 
Offices of devotion both public and private, 

necessary 
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S6Ce8sarjr to keep your hearts directed to Him 
in a grateful and operative sense of his all-su-- 
perintending, ever-watchful, and ever-gracious 
providence ? Have yovt habitually meditated 
upon his infinite greatness, glorjr,and goodness, 
always remembering that the whole creature 
is His; that He should be served, honptired, 
and obeyed, with every thought of the mind, 
every aspiration of the heart, ^very word of 
the tongue, and every operation of the hands; 
in short, that you were made by Him; that 
all your feelings and faculties are his gift, and 
your whole business and duty is to serve an^ 
pl^use Him> that you may, in the end, inherit 
his promises of everlasting joy and felicity ? 
Have you had this conviction upon your hearts, 
and h»9 it been attested in your lives ? You 
know what answei^ you can give to these most 
solemn questions ? But let me assure you that 
the apostle's injunction in my text is the great, 
the distinguishing, the comprehensive, and 
indispensable duty of the Christian. To this 
^tt are invited, exhorted, persuaded, by the 
powers of Hearven, and by every thing that is 
Ifood mk earthy Tbe reason of man, the desire 

of 
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9f angek ; the coutiiefe of Him lihiut m^ietii 
for €T!er and ever; ike $yv^^i^m i>f a)l h»ppf 
mad wtj^Uigeot })^iii^ ia tbe i«iiiieni«itf $^ 
cr<a0ji(m; tbe els^Inp)^, ite ii^iiiK^riii^, the l^w^ 
W Cliiist ; the mercies, tbe jqsitke, the gfearjr 
ef God ; «U uiiil;^ their Indiu^emeiito, to ii'it^ 
diHH^ ffm Cirom tM iv»j6 of the flesh to th» 
iimyu of the spirit; to estail>lk»h jroii in rigbteN 
mtsneaa, to wuiike yoM dvtifiil childlree of God, 
lund heaith J mewdiais of die niny^i^ cfaureb. 
Yon h»ye no solicitatiofifi to the i^ntrary, bi^ 
ftXHXLthe apostate jsi^t^ or fron idbe ewil pren 
pw»^e^ iOf sifieetioiis of jonir own heai^te, aQ4 
the michedi^emoithe world, tiie KMMi^qiieojGig^ 
of hif^ ;«iiif:|i^iiftjt40ii», iwder tjbie penaissioiu 
}mt J9k&m9t ike desire, of t}^ Aloiightj. 
'iTIie son 4>f <^i9!d w^w manifeated in the Aesib 
tlMt Ifo 1*1^^* df^tro^ the n>^Jk$/ofdhe IMnii, 
WM fon th^ tef ]bold on le^m^l jN»pfAnfM 
in ohedi^i]«e to the w\U <of ithe e^$fv«i»$aom 
iSed ? or will you Ji>e isieff^j wj^^tobfid, (t# 
^rivtifj the wiJ^gnity of the reMUotw iEu%9ei. ? 
Will yo» «^t the woA of the Oeiril to pm- 
jpta^te jsm ^»d TOiserj;? On will you wojnfc 
Mith iC^difiUl; |»ii^«j|; itbe oJijifctSiOf i»s wfiMlf 

love^, 
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Imie^ io the aceompHAiaeiit of tiue ^^omidl 
fMH!poBe4if the Father for dietiQal ^apptMM 
of Im inteUectttal 'Creatui^s ^ Wili y^Mi «€)ifii 
the skort-Uved plepMiiies^JBfn^ amd ia ikl^pate 
ftf Divine mercjr^ forfiak f ovr kappy iniierit^ 
mice in «t€Piiky? or yri^i 7>0u «mpioj 4^ 
means, which Christ'^ 4eatli, aiul resurre^itioH^ 
and intercession, k^^e put et y-onr dicposalt 
to counteract the influence of sin, and defeat 
the devices of the evil one, by your practice 
and example in this short scene of trial, to be 
received at last into the everlasting mansions 
of glory, amid the gratulations of angels, and 
the benediction of the Godhead ? Will you 
thus yield yourselves unto God^ as those that 
are alive from the dead^ and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto Oodf-^ 
If you do not; the untaught heathen will hava 
their station before you, around the eternal 
throne, in the great multitude^ whom no man 
can number* Summoned from the highways or 
hedges, or from weary wanderings in the do* 
sert, arrayed each in a white robe furnished 
by the I^ord of the feast, because they had not 
the knowledge or notice, to procure one for 

themselves. 
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themselves, they wiH be admitted to the mar- 
riage sapper ; while yoa so long in?ited ^foih 
the pleasant places, of his kingdom^ because in 
the fondness of present enjoyment you will 
hare neglected to provide the wedding gar- 
ment^ and to prepare your^ves for the en- 
^ertainment, will be shut out, to take your ever- 
lasting portion with the spirits of darknesa. 
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f readied In Advent in the Tear 1fll8, efler 4he Deeth of 
Charlotte. 



Luke 10. 41, 42. 

\And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha^ Marths^ 
thou art tareful and tiouhled about many things ; but one 
thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part^ 
^hick shall not be taken away from her. >. 



f I^HE occasion of the affectionate admoni« 
tion which you have just heard,- was this. 
Our blessed Lord some time in the course of 
his preaching and ministry, it is supposed on 
his way to celebrate the feast of dedication 
at Jerusalem, slopped within a short distance 
of that city, in the village of Bethany, at the 
house of Martha and Mary, whose brother La- 

zarut 
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zarns He- raited fro» tW dead. A^ these were 
two very religious women, and* disciples of 
our Lord ; they were anxious to shew Him 
every token of reverence and regard. Martha, 
who pfobably at all tiaiea was the superin* 
tendant of their domestick affairs, was sedu^ 
lously occupied in providing a rich and liberal 
eirtcrtaiiMiieBt, su^ a» she eoiKmved to fas 
worthy of their holy visitant. But Mary, 
more desirous to learn the doctrine that He 
taught, and to hear from Him the words of 
life, left hec sister in the niidst of her cares, 
«nd like a true disciple placed herself at the 
feet of her Master,^ to listea to his discourse. 
Vexed at being left alone in the household o^ 
fices, and at the neglect of matters^ which she 
deemed so important, Martha went to our 
Lord, and remcmsArated upon the condu<^ of 
her sister. Lardy do$t thou not care that tny 
nster has left me to serve alone? Bidher^ 
therefore^ that she help me^ To this the wordt 
in my text aire the an«wer. 

This simple and apparently insignificaAt 
occurrence is related only by St. Luke, imme» 
diately after the beautiful and instructive par 

j^ble 
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Ml)4€ ^{ the Codd Saiiiarita»i. Bat, since it 
dde^ iMoit d{]^>ear to bare immedtateljr followed 
the delivery of that parable^ nor to hate any 
)p«(rtieular ec^ftneetion with any other transac- 
tion i*eeOided in the history of our Lord; it 
Menfts^ rather tCF be introdticed by the Eraiige- 
lirt^ k^ a pnrely instrikitiye incident conveying 
a. lesMn of Christian duty* In thig light, my 
toMbren, I iirteod to set. it before yon, in th4 
discoiitse whddi 1 have now to deliver. 

I propose^r^ to consider it generally, as it 
fe^at all tines a subject of holy meditation, and 
a^ lesson ef Ghristisui condnct. 

Swmidtp^ m it may be referred to the ec^ 
^ksiMtical season, in which we are now assem^ 
Med, Mid to the occasion, on which we see 
lirotin4 tn^ the emblems of mourning. 

Every part of our Lord^s conduct is a pro* 
per subject of devout meditation. But, where 
lie is' repi^sented in scenes and circumstances^ 
m which men are almost dmly engaged, we 
are particularly interested to meditate upou 
ktis sayings and demeanour, that we may with 

humility 
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humility^ copy his example, aQd:€int|lat;etli4(X^ 
who eiyojed his fayour, or gained hi&^^iq^ 
bation. , ., * 

In the sacred narrative now before nst% we 
have first to observe that, although our |^c4 
accepts the cares and assiduities of Mftrtha^ .99 
proceeding from a good heart, and as ,w^U>r 
meant tokens of respect towards. Him,; ; jet Ifo 
prefers the part chosen by Mary. .I|is ii;oi^ 
are clearly an admonition that, however, iiwfiil 
and praiseworthy was the careful diligence of 
Martha ; yet it was not ta siipersede^ another 
part of duty, which is here d^gnated the .one 
ihmff needful. And it sbould.be noted, tbt^. 
Gr^ek word, here used to express .the ^^ares of 
Martha, is the §ame that is used in jw^tb^ 
part of the Goi^pel, wlwire we are direc^d to^ 
take no thought for the mOrrom^ It s)gnij|f^ 
care in a great degree, an over-anxious concern,: 
that hs^^rasse^ and divides the .mii^d. H^ce 
it may be inferred that the care of Mai:th9,' tQ 
provide for the receptioi?i of our JU>rd^s,was 
not only more than He required, ^bul.inc^ 
than can be generally necessary f^^r .t^je p^^i; 
poses of social or bospitable ej[itei:tainmi^|^^ ; 

that 
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• tbat it waft something of an undue solicitude 
to provide f<^r the enjoyments of this life. He 
does not, however, forbid her diligent and 
anxious hospitality; for so far as it was an er« 
tor, it was an error of the head, not of the 
heart. But, in her address to Him there is 
imietbing r^rj i*eprefaensible. Had He not 
been more dispose to forgive than to blame ; 
her rude and inconsiderate appeal ndght have 
drawn forth his just rebuke. But, with mild-* 
ness, He only disapproves her angry pr^erence 
of the task, which she had chosen^ repelling l^r 
desire: to df»w mway her sister from an indts- 
p^sabley and t» more important, occupation* 
. The recreations and festivities of life may be 
provided andfnjoyed, so long as they do not 
oecasioa a negleet of any of the Christian vir- 
tues ; so long aSithey do not influence, or de-- 
lude the mind to any purpose or desire in dis- 
obedience ^o > the Bi vine will . That obedieiu)e^ 
is to supersede emery thing in our regards; and; 
tke oneihmffiMMdful is^ to acquire a know-^ 
l^ge oft ;lhfiXliviiiie will, with the qnalifica* 
tions, the ability, and habitual disposition tOi 
fUfil k. Hr is; rightly twtned the one thing 
io - needful; 
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neet^ul ;'he^n9e on it dependa all our hap^ 
piness) bodi of the present and tlio future 
trorld. In this pe^ua^iou Marj a^ted um 
mindful of the housabqld affiiirs i and, in mmm 
degree, of the ofioe^ of hospitalitj ; to listen 
to the instruction of her fil^venly gu^t« 
Marllia was undefr a different inpression. Sim 
coiH»ived herself under, a stronger oUigation 
to provide a costly etttertainment for her S^ 
vSour and frigid, than, at that time, to ^tb 
her att£^tion to his diaoouree. Yet we bhoulcl 
ai^ faaice copdude either that she was. any 
way a\«Bse to learn his doetiitte, ^ to ohscarv^b 
hvi preoepto ; or that Maxy was neualfy inatn 
tetitiTe to the nedesfiary domestic occupations, 
tn Martfaa^s judgetDcnt, the particiiiar ano^ 
l^eooming object of her concem, at Aat boar> 
was tto make wady an enliertainment &t fyr 
Him, %vhom, above all others^ she loved, re^ 
ireved, and honoured* Mary stipposed that 
dke shciuid gtm the best denMostfatton of h» 
Fespeot and regard for Him, by attending wi^ 
hiimility and eamestbess to. ini Hatwenly in*^ 
eti^ookiaii. .i . 

Here* tbm* ive bate ^if fi^ m the exampO^i 

of 
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pf two pi0W wofieki^ the i^ptored friends of 
mm^ in whom wore aU 1^ treasHim of Hea« 
i^e^lj .wi$4Qni9 mgaged on a pmitienlar ooo^ 
fion, a<M}oi4wg to their tanapew or id^H^rent 
inodm of thipking, iti.two distioet modes of 
(?hn^9ft4«^4f • ode hsiaj iM domestiek ttfiairs,^ 
^ t)^ fiffi<K«^ fff hospit^litj ; the other acqui- 
liilg re^igioni^ kQowtf<iges ^ karoing .the.wa)r 
|g^ Heav,^iu T}>^ £^iaer occppf tion beiitg re^ 
^ui^te tp tl^e ooi^fortable suliNfipteiiqe of twA 
pi the in^i;^£it( life, is the less importai^t; 
t^e ot^cX) .being efi^entia} to lead km to li^d^ 
^verl^^i^ i^ ftbore ^U tlHugf^ needful, u4 
Qc^sequei^tljr, whpn the ^mo 4uties. ^^onie^iig^ 
>r^ in qeinpeiiitiofi, t^ be pr^err^d; - 

TJk«e,di»tie9 l)elo»g' to eif^^iry woma«, whd«. 
ther sh^ life in th^ lowiest clasp of poverty, qIh 
in th|^ Mg.b^^ gfaiiiatipii of rank andafl}ueti0O< 
F^r fio. wjQWf^ ^^teven he her itf^bea or dig^ 
nitjy if she ^¥e a hoi|si4h<^ to presidio over# 
e^ he, ipno^^tlj ^x«l^pt ^«m the cai«s apn 
p$f;^inu|g ;to. %h/d .dpcar^t and sobeer maniigeY 
men;t of I^^ estalj^lisl^nient, to the right direct 
tAon of .her senrants, to such aa education Of 
h(^ children* Jiajnaj make them use^ol in the 
p * present 
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)>resent wofld, andforererlHippj in thefatare# 
And, as mwt women either liave this charge 
upon them, or look to a situation, where they 
^ill have it; erery woman should be prepared 
and qualified* to discharge its obligations. 
The superintendaiice of a> Christian family in- 
volying both the duties exemplified in the 
paismage, whence my text is taken; she tmnnot 
be competent to the task, wbo is not religions 
both inr mind and practice, and well infomoed 
in the Gospel of Heaven, as well as careful and 
skiiftil to inspect or execute the several family 
offices. ' Whatever be the other qualifications 
of th^*!fetaale, tvho has this important work 
to do ; whatever fashionable accomplishments 
she May 1i#re Ic^amed; whatever acquirements 
jbllowitig the caprice of the day^ sh^'teay have 
made in the^elegant, or higher parts of learn* 
tng{ if she have not learned the art t>f domes- 
tick management toall the ends of temperance, 
moderation, peace^ ofder, harmotty, sdcial af- 
fection, chasti^, industry, integrity, above 
all,= true Xhristian piety ; all her boasted edo^ 
itatiim is not wortk the spidsr^sweb: at the 
and 0{ iier life, it will be found to have, pro- 

V fited 
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fited little or BOthing to the design of her be* 
iQg, and to her hopes of futurity. 

inculcating the feminine duties, howeyer, 
let me not ba understood to exonerate the 
stronger sex from the obligations to godliness* 
The piety of Mary is exemplary to both scixes. 
The one thing needful, the knowledge of the 
Lord, the way, the truth, and the lifct is not 
to be neglected by man, more than by woman. 
For, we are all running thesamerace, striving 
for the same pri^; and to all the event will 
be what our own efforts, or omissions, to ap» 
ply diligently the powers given us from above, 
may determine it — happiness or misery ever- 
lasting. 

Nevertheless it must be admitted thiU; a 
meek, charitable, and pious mind, a purie^ 
virtuous, and holy life, appear naturally more 
amiable, and from custom they are certainly 
more appropriate, in the female character. 
Without these recommendations, indeed, wo- 
man seems not herself, and uninvested with 
the powers, which nature intended for her, of 
conciliating our esteem, and forcing our re- 
l^rd. And, there are cases, where the know-, 
p3 Jedge 
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ledge and practice of i^ligioti in Women are of 
singular utiUtj and efficacy to "tbe inte^vsts of 
Christiia^ity, andof human society ; necessary 
to the happiniess of man in th^ present life, 
and condudre to his eternal welfare. These 
ceases I will ehdeavour briefly to spfetify. 

Let me fiht tltaw yonr attention to the c^sfe 
df the married woman, with regard to her in- 
flneilce upon the happiness, the principles, 
^ndoonduct of h^r husbahd. To a*goodman, 
an itnprudent and ungodly consort, giveh to 
pleasure, to vanity, to^extravaganee, iinmind- 
flttl of her family and household, (snppolsiti^ 
that Ishe be fre^ from levery Ailhig ki£ greater 
criminality) is an uncea&ing caui^ of disquie- 
tude. He sees his s«ibstance Wasted, his repu- 
t^tio^ sinking, hh children brought uj) to b6 
immoral ^nd irreligious. The hopes of his 
life are disapjibinted ; the years that pi^omii^d 
joy and gladness hat^ bix^ught sorrow br <te- 
je^tiott. His home, which should haVe been 
the dear abode ^ faattooily, mutual fbndn^, 
a<nd unbroken felicity, is the scene t>f discord, 
dii9c6ntent, q'ueruloushess, gloom, and perhaps 
of loathing;; io that he either leaves it in lan- 
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gry disgust, or sits dowm in it to tbe tranquil 
endurance of misery, in^settled sadness for the 
lost opportunity of lifers best etyoyments. Oq 
the other hand, a pious and virtuous M^ife is a 
crown to her husband. She increases or pp> 
serves his wealth; raises, him in the estimation 
of his friends and the public; fills his dwelling 
with comfort, cheerfulness, love» and jpy ; 
and trains his children to happiness and Hea.- 
ven. %ould the husband be wicked and irr 
religious, the persuasion, patience, and good 
es^mple of a godly consort mAy reclaim hiii;!^ 
and be the occasion of joy in Heaven for the 
sinner that repenteth. If any busbands obey 
not the wordy saith St. Peter, they may be 
mmn by the chaste conoersMtion of the wives. 

The second case that I shall notice of the be^ 
neflts to be derived from the piety of woman 
is one befofpe alluded to; the bappy effects 
of her example and advice upon the domestieks 
of her hottsehok). Hie good, which i^e can 
do, in this respect, is inestimable, and fcir 
more extensive thsn ticiany heads of families 
have eter thoug^ht 6f, or would be willing to 
admits 1 am well assured, although awaftt, 
p 4 that 
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that the sentiment may displease the niajority, 
that, if all mistresses •£ private* establishments, 
particularly of large and opulent establish* 
ments, had been as sedulous in the duties of 
their stations, as in their p/^a^iire^, had watched 
the transactions under their own roofs, as at-» 
tentirely as they have marked the changes and 
follies of fashion^ or the capricious will of the 
multitude ; we should behold less indigence 
in 'our streets, smd be troubled with less .dis- 
order in our dwellings ; less idleness, discon* 
tent, and disaffection would be £[>uBd awong 
the poor, less depravity among servahts; knd 
we should read a far lei^ affecting catalogue 
of public crimes. . 

To illustrate this, I will only put the case 
of the female servant. If she ob&erir0 iu her 
employers and superiors s<5arcely the outward 
form of religion, and nothing of its substance 
and vitality; if she discover, as th|eir motive 
of action, nothing but a desire of ^6sk and 
|>resent gratification,; and as their mos$ iijuport- 
ant occupations,, only a stuxession of v^ties» 
gaieties, and amusen^nts; can it be e;^pected 
that her thoughts will be better disposedt ^uotd 

her 
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tier attetitioin fixed on worthier objects ?~No 
^T^he will copy the follies and vices set before 
her in the envied superiors^ whom she is bound 
to please ; to ^hese she will add her own pecu^ 
liar faults, with some of -those co^^on to her 
station; and thus she will outdo the bade^jC!- 
ample that has misled her. To all tbct guilt 
of the sensuality and licentiousness continued*' 
ly exemplified to her, she will add something 
of the grossness and vulgarity of low breedingt 
or, what is scarcely less disgusting, the a^ec* 
tation of refinement, to which she cannqt at- 
tain« Uninfluenced by religion, and. void of 
the honourable feeling which is soma restraint 
upon the high bred and well educated, she 
will know no,controul to her evil inclinations: 
^ven character she wiU sacrifice to vanity and 
votuptyQUsnesfs. She will hesitate at^ 90 jne- 
thod, ^owev^ immoral, of indulging h^r fa* 
vourijte propensities, if it be only safe, and 
suited to her habits. 

But, it cannot be necessary to amplify on 
this particular, and I shall close it with re- 
peating, that the directress of the Chiiatian 
household With the exempkry piety of Mary^ 

should 
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should possess the prudence and diligence of 
Martha ; to use the words of Solomon, she 
hohttth well to the ways of her kowsehold^ trnd 
eatethfM the bread <ffidte^^ei8. 

Making t^ese observations upon the conduct 
of some in the elevated walks of life, I do not, 
however* »ver that, in these times of wicked-* 
nesB and apostacj, the interests of reUgioR 
have suff^ed particularly in that part of thB 
oommunii J. For the growth of the prevailing 
spirit of turbulence and impietj, which threat^ 
ens almost tb sap the foundations of civil 
Mien, and all social happiness, we must look 
ihmch lower, and to causes not necessary to be 
noticed here. Nevertheless, that more, much 
more might have Tjeen done by many in afflu- 
ent ^nd distinguished conditions cannot be de- 
nied ; and j if this had been doilt^, ft % ^equally 
evident, the prevailing dept*avfty'*h*4 been 
less extefisive. But, although iEi partial pre*^ 
ventive of this awakening evil might have beew 
fonuiii heve, I am little dii^osed to think that 
here it had moc^hof its origin, or of its itk^ 
cveasei The cause tyfcomplaint is that, eno«gi| 
has m)t been done ibr its remedy and siippves* 
sion« 
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A third, and still morp momentotis benefit 
derivable to society from the virtue and piety 
6f women, is the religious and moral educa- 
tion of the rising generation. The disposition, 
which in mature years breaks out in moral 
beauty or deformity begins with the first per- 
ceptions of the infant, grows in the cradle, and 
in the nurse's arms, and is genef-ally formed 
entire, before Jhfe child is sent to the humblest 
seminary of learning. The plant, whether 
good or evil, has taken deep root and is flour- 
ishing ; although its future vigour may depend, 
in a degree, upon the sui^cour and culture it 
may afterward receive. The impressions of 
this early period are generally lasting. From 
the love, tenderness, conversation, and autho- 
rity of the mother, her offspring receives its 
first' temper, and ways of thinking. What- 
ever sentiments or maxims be now acquired, 
tb^y seldom depart from amitid t)f tolerable* 
capacity, till the intellectual powers decay. 
The pious and discreet mother, who with 
strength of mind, that does not yield to the 
vehemence of her affection, unites discern- 
ment to discover when to indulge, and when 

to 
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to controul her childfeu, can rarelj &il to 
give them in their infancy the habits and dis- 
positions, which msLj lead them forward in 
the paths of virtue, happiness, and honour. 
How important it is then, that the infant b« 
cherished and trained by a wise, virtuous, and 
religious nwther, whose heart overflows with 
gratitude to the Almighty, whose thoughts 
are devotion, and whose disco'Urse impresses 
on the void and tender minds of her childreur 
before the world presents its allurements, the 
truths and precepts of the Gospel. Her off- 
spring lisp in prayer and praise; as soon as 
they can articulate, they ha^ve learned the end 
to which they were born ; that their only bu- 
siness in life is to do the will of Him, who 
gave it. These impressions on the tender mind 
of t|ie child can ne^er be utterly effaced. The 
principles thence ipibibed will hardly be ab- 
jected either in maturity or old age* They 
grow with his growth. Although the temp- 
tation$i of the world, bad company, and bad 
^xun^ple may sometimes prevent their genuine 
fruit ; yet they can rarely, if pver, perish. 
'^hej will gencrajly be retained, revived, and 

improved 
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improved in advanced years, when, to the 
fond ^rent, from whom they were imbibed^ 
the only debt to be paid in the land of the li-^ 
ving, will be a grateful remembrance of her 
pious affection. The truth of this sentiment 
is illustrated in the religious faitk and zealt 
which recommended Timothy for a bishop in 
the church of Christ, derived to him from /his 
mother and grandmother. St. Paul addresses 
him thus— (Aa« / matf he filled vpithjoy^ when 
I mall to mind the unfeigned faith, that is in 
fAee, which dwelt first in thy gramlmother 
Lois^t and thy mother Eunice. 

Among my hearers there m^y be some, whose 
hearts can respond in affirmation of what I 
have now delivered, recollecting the consoW 
tion in the troubles, the assistance in the dif- 
ficulties, of life, which have often resulted to 
them from the principles and opinions taught 
them in childhood by a religious mother. 
There may also be those among us^ -who un- 
fortunately have not experienced this first ^nd 
greatest of parental blessings. Let such, how- 
ever, being informed of their own duty, take 
good heed that they do not neglect it. Let 

- them 
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them not Ml to give tbdir chiklren th^ adTiMBK 
tages, of which they now themselves laip^t 
the want. Let them not be contented with 
making their offspring Christians in nai^e^ 
¥at kt them so direct and inform their minds^ 
that they may bring forth the fruits of rights 
OQsness to the attainment of everlasting life. 

We generally see mothers anxious enough 
to have their of&pring brought within thd 
pale of the church, by baptism. But, can 
they be so weak, or so ignorant, as to imagine 
that this^iU avail to their future spiritual 
welfare; if they neglect to teaeh them what 
they have to do in the world, into which they 
have brought them ? — ^if they do not brit^ them 
up in the nurture and admonkion of the Lordf 
if they do not watch the tender mind,' and as 
it opens to instruction, diligently form it in 
the principles and hopes of a Christian ? What 
a contradiction is here! to be so anxious far 
the salvation of the infant, and to neglect the 
growing child ! to be m painfully solicitous 
for his souPs health in the first days of hif 
mortal pilgrimage, ^xhen it is least in danger ; 
and afterward to leave him to the acquisitiont 

o^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON VIII. • >» 

Tbtt ZHitieii and dracet of the Christian Woman. 

tfr indulgence of ahj perverse or corrupt hu- 
mours ; any pernicious and sinful inclinations; 
fts if be had not a soul at stake ! 

So much do the present happiness, and fu- 
ture hopes, of man depend on the piety of the 
weaker sex. So needful it is that m oman 
should be diligent in her ddmestick duties/ 
irell instructed in the knowledge of the Lordi 
aealons to impart that kno\*^ledge, and to re- 
commend it by her example, to those under 
lier protection or authority, or Within her in- 
fluence. Therefore, we may well say with the 
wise king of Israel ; #A^ price of a mrtums 
teaman is Jbw cibave rubier; her children rise , 
vp and call her blessed, \ her husband also, 
and he praheth her saying, many daughters^ 
habe dfAevirhteuslyi but thou excelkst them 
ull. l^}>ourisdeli}eitfuU and beauty is vaini 
but m wbnmn ihatfearelh the Lord, she shatl 
beprmsed. 

These are reflections and inferences from a 
general application of the passage of scripture, 
whence my text is taken, which fiave occurred 
*o me as^ialculated to set forth the duties and 
Tif tues of a Christian wonmn. I now proceed 

' . . - Secondly 
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I^econdly to consider. the text brieflyr with 
particular reference to the present season of 
the ecclesiastical jear^ and to the occasion^ on 
which we see around us the emblems of 
mourning. . 

The present seaison is ordained bj the spi- 
ritual authorities for a preparation to com- 
memorate the first appearance of the Son of 
God upon earth, to instruct and redeem tbe 
fallen race of msm. The service prescribed by 
th^ church invites us to humiliation^ aimen^ 
me.nt, an attentive study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures-^an earnest looking, and diligent ma^ 
king r^ady for the second advent of our Lord, 
whien He will judge all men that will ever 
have lived, according to the use they may in- 
dividually liav^ ni^de pf the means tfi<^y pos- 
sessed of knowing and serving God; Therefore, 
the choice of Mary coQifCianded in the text* 
the one thing needful — the knowledge of Di- 
vine truth — the expoi^ition of God's saving 
providence to sinful mlE^iv— the way to cdemal 
life, is, at this time, particularly imperative 
upon our , meflitations. Whethw ,tbe <second 
advent of ^ur LorjJ be,, in the age; ott\m mw\Ai 
' near 
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near or remote; it sighiftes little ihde«d to usi 
for to aH the children of mortality it is near^ 
^en a(t the doors. Our geiieration shall pass^ 
^nd the period for working out Our salvation 
has closed forever. Our lot is then finally 
cast ; and, if our work be unfinished, ever^ 
lasting pain and sorrow will l>e oiilr portion: 
By tSie rettimied and fleeting seasdh ive aire ad« 
monished to call our Ways to rememlirahce, to 
compare our lives with tlae Gospel of Heayen^ 
to humble ourselves liefore our iJivine master, 
not indeed like Mary to hear and letxi^ hk 
will, but to confess our Aeglect and violation 
of it; to supplicate pardon for th^ past, grace 
and assistance for the futute. 

Hiis is the last return 6f the seai^on which,' 
in all htiman probability, some, perhaps lib 
inconsiderable number, of us shall ever see; 
and not ohe of lis is certain that he may be bI^^ 
' lowed another ppportuhity of preparing to 
celebrate the birth of his Saviour. The recent 
^ent, for which we appear in the garments of 
sorrow, impresses upon out thoughts this awful 
reflection; an event not, indeed,, which has' 
come upon us suddenly and prematurely, like 

that 
. Q 
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that which it was our misfortufie to deplore 
last jear ; yet such an erenty as it is our duty, 
as I s|in well assured it is our inclination, to 
lay fo heart. The faithful and pious consort 
of our beloved and venerable monarch, in the 
fulness of years an4 of honour, has departed 
for the realms of eternity. The wicked die, 
and ffo man rememl^ereth them ; their vices 
may be allowed to perish with them ;r-h^t the 
righteous arf had in remembrance. 

If those^ w^o were ennobled py per^nal 
wortbv as we]! as pre-eminent in station, be 
the pTPP^^ subjects of praise in the world frona 
which they are rempved; public bonoi^r is due 
to the memory of our departed queen* For, 
withput any hazarc^ to truth? (which, even in 
this age of licentious tongues, to vindicate the 
exalted in rank, would be. a reproach to a mi- 
nister of the, Gospel) it may be fi^serted that^ 
she possessed virtues estimable in • any sphere^ * 
but which shone round the throne with a 
lustre reiBected on the whole natipn, inviting^ 
the imitation of those, who could appreciate 
t^eir , excellence^ . Hers w'ere the fi^races of 
Martha and Mary,, in kind, if not m degree. 
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As far as the rules of her exalted station per- 
mitted, she was the diligent superintendant of 
her royal household. She was a pious Chris- 
tian — punctual and regular in the offices of 
religion; faithful in her conjugal, seduloi)s in 
her maternal, duties. By her influence in the 
direction of the court, she discountenanced 
, the yicefi which never cast a shade upon her 
own character, as she encouraged the virtues 
whiqh it so conspicuously exemplified. No 
known impurity or tainted reputation in 
her own sex, nothing subject to the rules of 
etiquette and bearing any mark of turpitude 
or dishonour, could shew itself in the drawing^ 
room, of which she was the illustrious mistress, 
or in any other dignified with her presence. In 
a licentious, although enlightened and not ir- 
religious age, amid the incentives of refined 
luxury, and the excesses growing out of un- 
parallelled national prosperity, by the weight 
of her example as edifying as pre-eminent, she 
was, to a considerable degree, at least, the con- 
servatrix of female morals ; certainly of an 
external propriety and correctness of manners 
not only in all the circles of fashion, but like- 
Q 2 wise 
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$i|ie wa^ t^er^ore, ipi this yjew^ a l^essing to tbe 
ii^}pp,,ap(i h^ lp8S n|»y npt (3^ily be i^ppf^i^^ 
^is is iM^r panp^ jirick. 1^^8^ pire ^ter lioxuHirs^ 
pure an4 wisulli^di ;tB^ I )>¥Jli6V6 |ii^asfi^i}p4 
^y^n bj the breath of cal):(mBj. ITie use th^ 
y^e ar^ to m;ake of them j s t9 hold them i;yp aa 
s^n inci|e];ne^t to the gen^f^ioa tbe^ su^y^eeiii 
her. ^uA let us not fqrgiet that, to have poiib 
^ssed th^sfs yirtues, ^nd to hare exhibited thwik 
before the subjects of her king ^nd coHsort^ 
i|ya)ls •p^ore to tl^ name that siirvives her, ^Si, 
it does to he^r ooudition in the new existence^ 
to which €ihe is translated, than that ^ w^» 
borfi a princesi^, and lived and died a q^e^p^ 

My brethren, you have hear4 th^ iWB^HW- 
rableiip[iportance of feminine piety s|n^ virtfie 
tfl the prei^nt and eternal interests of in^a.. 
You ijqpst he convinced that y^ry e|;tf nisively 
the h^pine^s of society depends upQA tk^m^. 
qualifications in the softer sex, and how wi- 
speaks^bly iieedful it i^ that the fnii^ds of wpr. 
ipep shoul4 he fimply stored with eva9ge)i^l 
knowlpdge, .^nd theiy h^<is strongly impr^ssp4. 

withfc 
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with the feelings and sentiments of religion; 
I hare shewn you that, without these, they 
cannot efficiently fill the offices of a wife, of 
a mother, of a servant, or of the mistress of a 
family. I w^ill not doubt that, under this con- 
viction, you, who have daughters, will make 
religious instruction, the first and continued 
object of your care, in their education, and 
the duties of Christianity your great concern 
in forming their conduct. And, shall I not 
hope that the female part of my hearers, who 
have attained to any years of discretion, will 
duly reflect upon these things ? that seeing the 
necessary effects of the conduct and principles 
of women upon the state of the world, they 
will use all their efforts to form themselves in 
a virtuous and godly life, thereby acquiring 
the ability to confer blessings on the present 
and future generations? 

My fair friends, (I apply this common epithet 
for the sake of distinction, not to soothe or 
flatter) your power to grace and ameliorate, or 
deform and corrupt society, from the very mo- 
ment you mix with it, and before you are in- 
cumbered with the cares of an establii^hmenti 
q3 your 
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your influeiice upon our sex, and upon the 
public happiness, is more than half mankind 
ever think of. If immoral men found no en- 
couragement or countenance from gay, extra* 
▼agant, or abandoned women; wanting the 
facilities, thej would curb the desires, of li'- 
centiousness. Would all women of unstained 
reputation shew to virtue that preference, 
which is the mark of a triilj Christian mind; 
men, while they blushed for the vices which 
disgrace the age, would cultivate the oppo* 
site virtues. If you all possessed the truly 
Christian graces ; the rake and the seducer 
would hide their heads, knd disappear from 
fK)ciety. Think, then, I beseech you, how es- 
timable, how honourable, how valuable a cha- 
racter is the pure, devout, discreet, and diligent 
woman ! And, if so much happiness originate 
from her^ what misery must arise from one of 
the contrary description ? But to such a one 
I will not direct your attention — It is enough 
even to have glanced upon the odious object* 

Those, who tutn many to righteousness shall 
shine as the stars forever and ever. Woman 
may forai to righteousness, at least lay the 

best 
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l>est foundation of a righteous life, not only 
to her own children, but by the force of ex- 
ample tramsmitted to posterity, to her chil- 
dren's children. ^ 

To what an oTerwhelming responsibility are 
those parents liable, who, neglecting th^ reli- 
gious culture of thfsir children, counteract the 
gracious purposes of God, and sow th^ seeds 
of wickedness that will flourish through, jnany 
succeeding generations ? On the other hand, 
how acceptable, how dear to our Heavenly 
Lord must those be, who train up their off- 
spring from the cradle to maturity, in the 
way, in which He desires they should go? 

Parents* have joy in seeing their children 
prosperous, happy, and honoured in the world. 
If this 'paternal feeling attend them to the 
realms of bliss, how exquisite nmst be their 
delight in meeting there a long posterity, 
whom their holy and exemplary lives, under 
the blessing and mercy of God, may have con- 
tributed to .bring to the mansions of glory ! 
As children, except in particular cases, take 
their disposition, their manners, and the cha- 
racter of their lives, more from the early nur- 
q4 ture 
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ture, and eVer an»ous^ eVer fond admonitidH 
of the mother, than from the gravet dulhority^ 
and possibly wiser counsel of the fathef at dtiy 
period; let all mothers so much the moi^ se>- 
riously reflect what joy or bitterti<tes they are 
providing for themselves in eternity, by their 
c^re and management of their oflfsprittg, and 
what an awful account th^y must reiidfet t6 
Him, who gave them. 

My brethren, whatever maybe the thx)tights 
of those, whb never frequent this ht>ly plae^, 
or of thorse who appear in it fot thi6 sStke of 
custott arid fashioti, or because it is I'esipi^ctabltt 
to have something of the shew of reKgidn ; the 
choice df Maty so approved by 6ur Lord, the 
knowledge of Divine truth, th6 study of God^s 
saving providence to sinful ittan, is imperative 
upon our meditatioris; and all, who disregard 
it, throw awisty haj^inei^ forever. It is an abt 
of Christian charity, and a duty which wter 
cahhot neglect, to admbUish the ifiC6iiBidet^fe 
aud the vain, the wanderilig atid tbfe^ perverse, 
and, if it be priicticable, recall them to theii* 
ahiiost forii^ken religion. We t&usi entfeit 
them to take a faithful retrospect of theilr pai^t 

lives. 
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lives, tor consider the dfbligatiotis of their bap- 
tismal covenant, to look into the revelutiotiiS 
of Heaven with reference to their own ways ; 
that they may be so convinced of their errors, 
and weakness, as to throw themselves in humi- 
liation and sorrow on the mercies of their in- 
sulted Redeemer, imploring, with all the fer- 
vour of a contrite heart, pardon for their of- 
fences, and spiritual assistance for newness of 
life« The hour that is passing, and the public 
event which has overspread it with gloom, are 
a solemn warning not to defer these things, so 
needful to be done. Now is the acceptable 
time. Now Js the day of salvation. But th^ 
night is coming, when no man can work. 

May we all, being in the day, cast away the 
works of darkness, and put on the whole ar- 
mour of light. May those, to whom this dis- 
course has been more particularly addressed, 
as disciples of the Holy Jesus, think on the ex- 
ample set them in his Gospel in the pious sis- 
ters of Lazarus; and as British subjects, * re- 
member the pattern displayed to them in the 
conduct of the lamented personage, who, we 

hope, 
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hope, has exchanged dignity on ^rth for 
^essings in He^v^n« 
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Luke 6. 43 and part 44. 

JFVr a good tne hringeth not forth corrupt fruity neither 
doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit ; for every tree 
is known hy its own fruit. ^ 

fTlHE Christian religion bringing the re* 
pentant sinner to reconciliation with God, 
and raising him from the death of sin to a new 
life of righteousness, was given to improve 
the moral state of man. Its precepts, its 
doctrines, its truths, elevate and enlarge our 
conceptions of the Divine excellence, and as 
they inspire ardour in the cause, impart abi« 
lity for the practice, of virtue. In the Gospel 
we have the plainest rules of right conduct, 
with every persuasive and encouragement to 

righteousness, 
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righteonsiress that man can need, or Heaven 
can condescend to offer. 

Now, since it was a design of the Christian 
dispensation to reform mankind, and to indace 
a better obedience to the commands of God ; 
and since it contains a full exposition of those 
commands, prescribing every aid, and affording 
every incitement necessary to execute them ; 
it follows that he,' whose actions do not exhi- 
bit an obedience to the will of God uniform 
and steady ;. he, who does not lead a' pure, righ- 
teous, and holy life, is not a faithful believer 
in the Gospel, is not a sincere dij^ciple of 
Christ — ^Whatever be his professions, as the 
fruits of bis faith are corrupt, the tree is also 
corrupt: For every tree is known by its fruit, 
A good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit. 
We may easily be deceived by names and de- 
nominations. — -Opinions and doctrines may be 
fanciful or fallacious. — Forms and observances 
are only shews of religion, which may belong 
to hypocrisy, as well as to sincerity. But it 
cannot happen, in the nature of things, that 
men should gather figs from a thorn; or that 
of Hl bramble bush they should gather grapes. 
^ The 
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life cQ|;i|}fitfd ia obedifilio^ to tha will of God 
£>r $h^ benefit 0f i)Ei|in. 

Ip Qrder to proF^ tbki it is Hiy design in tlw 
l^resent discour^ to f^ew ^ 

J^ir^f— That the Christian dispeusatiiMi 
l^ringipg Ufe 9J)d ieamortality to light was 
giv^n .to i^iproye the p^ra| U^s of tlten^ aod 
to direct them iq ohediieiiee tp the will of God« 

fSecQniil^ — Thjat it ofifers every ueeessary 
^ricoii^]^gei»eut, induccmeuti and as^toiice to 
e ho)y a^ right^W liifiei. *. 

That tJi^ Christian dispefifiatioD in bricigtng 
U^ and immof fality to kght «^as intended to 
form H^ft^kiftd in righteosusness hese, to pre^ 
p^r^ and qualify them- for eternal Imppiseas, 
i^ $1 tri^th so plain, that it would seem to need 
i^ pisopf ; imd yet the opinions and practical 
of inat^y oieinbers of the Christian iiommnnity 
tegHire it to he insistisd upon and deeded. 
Men persuade themselves that in certain pases 
wh^re sdn )$ cotjintpnanced by the multitude, 
and the temptations to it ^vfi stirpng^ God will 

not 
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not inflict punishment. That hateful and 
hardened ofTenders will, and ought to be pu- 
nished, they are willing to allow ; but they 
think pardon should be extended to particular 
sins, in peculiar circumstances. These sins 
and circumstances they seldom fail to consider 
their own ; so that, by this principle of excep- 
tion, the virtues would one by one be all taken 
out of the Christian covenant, and every vice 
would have a claim to impunity. 

Others suppose that they shall be saved by 
modes and professions of faith, for forms and 
ceremonies ; that Christianity is inere an in- 
strument of salvation, than a cause or incite- 
ment of a holy life. Some have their plea in 
the infirmities of humanity, which preventing 
us from servitig God in perfection, they ima- 
gine that, jftfi^ the meirits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ, He will pardon even habitual^ 
hardened, and unforsakeit sins, provided the 
sinner have what they account feith in the 
Gospel, and pay the obedience of external wor- 
ship. 

Now, let US' see whether these principles of 
cjcception be at all tenable. 

As 
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, '. As God is a being«of infinite goodneiis, He 
ever ha4 in view tbe hairiness of hi& creatures^ 
Accordant tvitb. bis attribute of goodness, and 
bis purpose to confer happiness, fie proniiSM»^ 
in the reydatioa bj Jesiis Christ, eternal bles-* 
sings on. certain conditions. But it is naiess 
contrarj to ^very principle of reason, tbian in« 
cqi^sistent tvith Divine' jiiistice and ivisdoaii 
that tlfiese eonditions should be fuIfiUed in a 
life polluted by wilful, habitual, and.ttnr^ 
pentad vic^. 

< Man is. formed a rational agent possessing 
the capacity to distinguish good from^e^^ 
with power, to embrace one and eschew tbe 
other. As the Almighty is utterly incapable 
of any.tbing,t that is wrong, his very nature 
being at iemnity with it, and whatsoever He 
does tending to some righteous end ; He tnWst 
conseqcrently approve goodness and be offendeit 
at every appearance of iniquity in his iaiccoun- 
table creatures. And, governing mth unert*-" 
ing justice. He will render to ey^^tf man ac- 
cording to his deeds : He will puiiii^ thois^ 
U'ho ^o iniquity, and give happiness to those 
who do righteousness. He that doetk wrtinff 

shall receive for the wrong. 

May 
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' May nW the sinha^ then look for mercy? In 
tberv DO pardon for tnmfigreBsion^ Yes. Those^ 
who i^epentof their jsins, and, by the power o!f 
faith in Chiriust, are repewed to a righteous lifoi 
afe justified by the fiuth, iQ which they are re- 
forined ; and, being justified they will receiyd 
aocordiag: to their works of obedience to the 
wh<^ snored law; so that men shall say, verify 
there is 4treumrd for the riff hteou^; dm^tleasy 
thereiis4i G-od tkatjudgeth the earth. 

Through Christ God will pardon our trans* 
greisHons, fortify us against temptation, and 
giTeusgrace to walk in his ways. But, he 
will do this only while onr intentions aire sin- 
cere to serve him, ^and our endearodrs, weak 
as they ma^' be, exerted with zeal and dili- 
gence* If Christ would do every thing for us^ 
while ^$ d0)iM>thing ; accept ell into Heaveny 
whQjmght think fit to call Him their Savionr^ 
where woti}d be the necessity of our capacity 
t(> self g^v/errnnent ? w^hy should the moral 
law be.#ev^a)ed.?twhy should w6 be made ra» 
tionid ato^; accountable agents? 

>Ther<? i& no sort of irtiquity, which is no* 
if^juicip ti^ tOKthe happiness of man^ A^d while 

the 
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the Almighty is perpetually employed in dis- 
pensing happiness, can he be pleaised with that 
man, whose actions and thoughts counteract 
his purposes, so fer as they are permitted, and 
necessarily tend to ]^ropagate misery? Will. 
He suffer wickedness to reign with impunity; 
akid be satilsified to pardon it ; M^hile the trans- 
gressor knows no sorrow for his ofiences, nor 
makes any serious endeavours to amend? Will 
He permit any man, by various modes of re- 
sisting his will, to interrupt the harmony of 
the world, to trouble, injure, and afflict the 
righteous; and bHng him to no account, and 
inflict no penalty for such iniquity? Or can 
we suppose that He will suffer error and guilt, 
under the mask of religion, to extend them- 
selves over the earth, drawing in their train, 
strife and tribulation, with all the family of 
human woes; and finally pardon the unre-» 
penting soul that engendered, or nourished, 
or harboured them? 

My brethren, a consciousness of transgres- 
sion may beget in the uninformed mind a wish 
to this effect ; but it is a wish which reason 
disapproves, which religion forbids. The new 

testament 
R 
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testament is very explicit on tfcis particnlar. 
In the verses following my text is recorded 
a very decisive declaration of our Saviour. 
Not every one that saith unto me Lord^ 
Lordi ^all enter into the kingdom of Hea^ 
ven; but het who doeth the mil of my 
Father^ who is in Heaven. Many will say 
unto me Lord^ Lordj have we not prophesied 
in thy name^ and in thy name cast out devils 
and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
Jlnd then will I profess unto them. I never 
ktiew you— depart from me, ye that u)ork 
iniquity. Although men should have faith in 
Oirist, so as to be impowered to work mirap- 
cles, yet you find, He here declares that such 
faith alone will not save them. Then He con- 
tinues: Whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine J and doeth them^ £ will liken him' unto a 
wise man^ who built his house upon a rock. 
lliat rock is an honest and good heart, which 
reeeiveth the seed of the word, and bringeth . 
forth fruit in abundance. The same is -ex- 
pressed in my text, by the figure of an 
uncorrupt tree. 
Now, if the keeping of the commandments 

wer« 
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were not necessary to salvation ; why should 
the Saviour thus impute wisdom to him, who 
keepsr them ? According with our notions of 
wisdom, with those principles on which mStn- 
kind regulate their actions, we should seek 
what we desire by the pleasantest and easiest 
method. Pursuing thils rule of conduct, those, 
who have cherished impure affections, and 
inured themselves to the pleasures of sin, 
should continue in their wonted enjoyments^ 
relying upon forms of worship, and professions 
of faith; if these be indeed available to eternal 
life ; rather than undergo the mortification 
and pain of repentance. But, the man whd 
does this, we are told by the same infallible 
instructor, builds liis house upon the sand, 
where it must inevitably be blown down by 
the winds and floods. His hopes have no du^ 
rable support ; they ai^ raised upon a foun^* 
dation that cannot sustain them, and they mus^ 
perish. 

The Gospel directs that we testify our love 

and fidelity towards God, by obedience to his 

commands. He that hath my command' 

merits^ and keepeth them^ says our Lord» he 

r2 it 
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it is that loveth me. And St. John ; — whoso 
keepeth God^s tcorcf, tit him verily is the love 
of God perfected. The necessity of moral 
practices, notwithstanding the utmost punc- 
tnality in any ritual and formal worship of 
God, we learn from the beautiful and affect-^ 
ing parable of the good Samaritan, who, for 
acting the part of a neighbour in shewing 
compassion to an enemy and a stranger, was 
preferred before the priest and the Levite. 

He is a Jew^ who is one inwardly ^ says 

St. Paul, and circumcision is of the heart. 

If the uneircummsion heep the righteousness 

of the law ; shall not his uncircumcisipn be 

counted for circumcision? And shall not 

uncircumcisionj which is by nature^ if it fuU 

fil the law^ judge those; who by the letter 

and circumcision do transgress the law? — 

The argument is applicable to members of 

the Christian church. It condemns those, 

who have not purity and integrity of life 

suitable to their sacred calling; and should 

be received as a testimony that baptism, 

the profession of Christianity, with all its 

external forms of worship, will not be 

effectual 
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effectual for acceptation with God, without 
obedience to the moral law of the GrospeL 
The same apostle tells us that th^ fruits of the 
spirit (ire long suffering^ gentleness^ goodness^ 
faiths meekness^ temperance; and that, as to 
the works of the fleshy adultery^ fornication, 
uncleamiess, hatred^variance^seditions, drunk-- 
enness^ retellings, <ind such like — they, who 
do such things, shall not inherit the kingdom 
' of God. 

When St. Paul asserted to the Corinthians 
the resurrection of the dead, against the 
opinions and arguments of the Greek philoso- 
phers, he added this exhortation : awake to 
righteousness and sin not. In the same chap- 
ter, where he cites the exultation of the just 
on experiencing the sting taken from death in 
the atonement for sin, and the victory wrested 
from the grave by the resurrection of Him, 
who made the atonement; he again exhorts 
the brethren to a life of righteousness in 
which they should have their reward. There- 
fare, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveqble always abounding in the works 
of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

R 3 Suck 
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Sach, in short) is the tenour of the whole 
inspired volume ; and to select from the new 
testament only all the passages in point would 
far exceed the limits of this discourse. The 
authorities already cited are sufficient to 
prove that the genuine fruits of Christianity 
are justice^ mercy, and truth; every virtue 
attainable by humap nature, and conducing ^o 
the welfare of man both in his preset and 
eternal state* 

Let me, however^ add one argument drawn 
from the fundamental doctrine of our religion* 
If God so abhorred sin that He pould not be 
reconciled to the creature who had committed 
it, but for the atonement and intercession of 
his only son; in conceding' that atonement 
and intercession. He must have intended to 
confer upon the regenerate believer the power 
of living afterward in a life of righteousness^ 
For, if this effect was not to be produced in 
the sinner ; the atonement and intejrcession 
were made in vain, that offensive thing still 
continuing, which made them necessary ; and 
this great concession of the Almighty is theo: 
a license to sin, so that those of mankind to 

whom 
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whom it is communicated may sin on with im- 
punity, and fearless of condemnation. This 
conclusion, as impious as absurd, what man, 
after St. PauPs express declaration in his sixth 
chapter to the Romans, will attempt to esta-^ 
Wish? 

Therefore, in the Christian covenant, God 
intended to confer the power of a righteous 
life; and consequently the Gospel was given 
to reform mankind, to improve their moral 
state, to bring them into an universal obe- 
dience to the Divine and eternal law of righ- 
teousness. 

Where then are the hopes of the libertine, or 
of the gay man of the world ? or of the formal- 
ist ; or of him who would be saved by modes of 
faith, or by a partial obedience to the Divine 
law? After these positive declarations of 
scripture, what possible ground can there be 
to any person who acknowledges the authority 
of the Gospel, for thinking that the continued 
indulgepce 6f any illicit or impure desire will 
not be accounted sinful, and obnoxious to 
punishment? 

r4 I 
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I come now to shew that the dispensation 
of the Gospel afTorcJs et.ery necessary eifcou*- 
ragement, inducement, and assistance to a 
holy and righteous life. 

If men sincerely believe that God possesses 
all those attributes and perfections which both 
reason and revelation ascribe to Him; if this 
belief be a constant active impression upon the 
mind ; they cannot wilfully disobey his will, 
unreproved by conscience. Knowing and ha- 
bitually reflecting that what He wills must be 
good; that to execute his will must be the 
way to happiness, and to transgress it must 
as certainly lead to misery ; they fear to incur 
his displeasure, they desire and endeavour to 
gain his approbation. Assured that his watch- 
ful eye, and superintending providence are 
•never withdrawn from us ; that no thought, 
word,, or action escapes his knowledge ; that 
He never faileth them that seek him ; that He 
careth for the righteous, as a father careth for 
his own children; that He formed us to be 
happy, and desires to make us eternally so ; 
that He even gave his only Son to be sacrificed 
for a propitis^tion of our sins; we cannot, if we 

meditate 
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meditate at all, avoid to meditate upon Him 
with awe and veneration ; to be ipipressed 
with the most lively sense of gratitude towards 
Him, to turn to Him with every faculty of the 
understanding, with every afTection of the 
heart; in short, as the Scripjture commands, to 
love Him with all our soul, and mind, and 
strength. And while men feel this divine sen- 
timent within them, as they' continue to reflect, 
they will approve, and cherish it daily more 
and more, convinced that it is the best, the 
noblest incitement of duty, and thdt the in- 
junction to cultivate, and acquire it, is very 
justly stiled the first and great command. 

Such is the disposition which the Gospel of 
Heaven inculcates ; which it inspires and che- 
. rishes in the mind of man. It commands us 
to love God, assigning every reasoii^ and af- 
fording every enticement to do so ; represent- 
ing him not only as the God of justice, equity, 
and truth, the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever; but likewise as the wonderfully ami- 
able being, all whose works are goodness, and 
whose delight is the well-being of every thing 
that he has made ; with whom mercy is infi- 
nite 
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nite and everlasting, although justice be im- 
mntable* 

While Christianity announces the law, by 
which the obstinate sinner will be condemned, 
it indulgently offers the means, by^ which the 
contrite and repentant may be saved. Come 
unto me, says our Saviour, all ye that labour j 
mid are heavy laden with sin and infirmity, 
and I will give you reft. And, in another place, 
lie hath told us that there is joy in Heaven 
over the sihner that repenteth. 

If a pattern of all that is excellent to the 
nnderstanding of man ; if one bright assem- 
blage of every human virtue ; if a display of 
jail those moral qualifications, which usually 
move our affections, gain our esteem, raise 
our admiration or command our reverence ; . 
if the spectacle of transcendent merit and un- 
spottied innocence submitting without a mur- 
mur, to poverty, and hardship, contempt, ca- 
lumny, ai|d derision, injustice and cruelty, 
persecution and death, for our pardon and 
conversion,, can draw us to our duty ; he, who 
reads and believes the history of our blessed 
Saviour, can want no incitement to a holy life. 

If 
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If the grandest examples of human Tirtue 
imthful to itself, serene and placid, satisfied 
and resigned, amid every trial and suffering 
of ignominy, of affliction, of the malignity of 
this world, yet inflexible in its purpose to the 
last, can animate onr jseal, and entice us to 
the humblest effi>rts of imitation ; can teach 'US 
to despise the applause of man coming in com- 
petition with the favour of God, to overlook 
all earthly pleasures for the consolations of a 
pure conscience, and the hope of the promised 
rewards of Heaven ; there can be little place 
for wickedness or error, where the history of 
tl»3 first preachers of the Gospel of Christ is 
laid up in the memory, and impressed upon the 
understanding; 

' ^ The wtmderfnl exposition of God^s mercy 
in the new testament; the stupendous plan ct 
his gracious providence there exhibited in its 
progress and completion, redeeming man to 
eternal glory when by the law of his being he 
had deserved death ; the goodness of Christ in 
suffering for our sakes, in bearing our iniqui- 
ties, and being smitten for our transgressions ; 
the promise he has left us o£ being ever vidth' 
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^i»; the full ;a$$.urance that He is gone before 
j(Q:p<'epiii;e those Heavenly mansions of .bliss, 
which through Him we may all obtain; that 
thqugh our sins be red as scarlet^ He will, if 
we diligently se^k Him, moke them white as 
snow; th^t the s^mallest token of affection 
towsircb Him shall not be forgotten; that He 
will send his holy spirit to support and re^ 
yive the.weary spirit within us, to reanimate 
our fainting efforts, to help us through every 
difficulty, and comfort us in every afflictiou, 
that by his influence we shall be enabled to 
surmount every obstacle, which passion or 
malignant propensity may oppose to our vir- 
tue; and under his protectibn not all the 
powers of darkness shall ever prevail againi^t 
us — all these blessed truths and assurances in- 
cite us to the pursuit of the wisdom which is 
from above forming such a combination of 
inducement, ento.ur^gement and assistance to 
work but our salvation, as no enquiring and 
sincere mind can withstand. He, who honestly 
and diligeutly enquires will believe; arid he, 
^ho stedfastly, truly, and habitually beli^es: 
m the Lord Jesus Christ will be savad, will 

love 
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love and imitate bis redeemer in this life^ 
and dwell with him in eternity. 
. If then the mind be fully and permanently 
conyince4 of these sublime truths, so as to ad- 
mit their genuine and proper influence; it is 
provided with every principle of righteousness^ 
and disposed to every evangelical duty : and 
this disposition will shin^ forth in the practice 
<of those virtues, which, while they adorn the 
character, and constitute the only true honour, 
of man, are the essential qualifications of the 
Christian. This uncorrupt tree will bring 
forth good fruit ; and the tree will be known 
by its fruit. The true disciple of Christ will 
shew himself in the moral man, the obedient 
creature, the friend and benefactor of his fe!- 
Jlow-creatiires. 

On, the other hand, if a man be remiss and 
negligent in the general duties of life; if he b» 
a bad neighbour, a treacherous friend, or im- 
.placable enemy ; if he be wanting in the do- 
^mestic virtues, or inattentive to the spiritual 
welfare of his family ; if he be given to illicit 
jndulgences of appetite, passion, or loose ima- 
gination, or to unreasonable desires of temporal 

prosperity; 
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prosperity; it is certain, whatever be his jpro^ 
fessions of religion, or however punetual and 
fervent he may appear in the external dis- 
charge of its offices ; the genuine and vital 
principle of Christian piety is not working at 
his heart ; he is not that sincere believer in the 
Crospel, which he would seem, nor the faithful 
servant of Christ, which he ought to be. 
There is something corrupt within, some hid^ 
den attachment to this world, some abject 
submission to the carnal mind, which restrains 
the nobler efforts of the soul, which blights 
the opening blossoms of piety, and prevents 
the production of fruit meet for eternal life. 

By this rule, then, my brethren, try and 
examine yourselves. Consider who is the cor'- 
rupt tree signified in my text. It is he, in 
whose bosom pride, envy, or resentment has 
found a residence — he, who has deliberately 
wronged anDther,violatcd or neglected his civil 
or social duties — he, who through fondness for 
himself or indifference to others, disobeys the 
will of God,in obstructing or neglecting the in- 
terests of virtue, and th^ cause of human happi- 
ness — he, who has broken the laws^ or resisted 

the 
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the constituted authorities — ^he, who has with* 
held his hands from deeds of charity, or closed 
his eyes on the condition of the indigent, the 
helpless, the afflicted, or the unfortunate — he» 
who by sloth, inactivity, or intemperance, 
has debased and impaired his intellect, or im- 
poverished his stock of health smd strength — 
he, who by a haughty and supercilious deport* 
ment has given pain to the humble and righ- 
teous, and too highly esteeming himself, has 
depreciated those, who excelled him in virtue 
—he, who without sincere endeavours to re- 
nounce wickedness and do righteousness, re^ 
poses his hopes of pardon and salvation on the 
grace and mercy of God — ^he, who thinks to 
be saved by faith in the death and resurrection 
of Christ, without obedience to the moral law 
--r-he, who delays to review and reform his life, 
in the presumption that a death-bed repentance 
Will avsul to procure remission of his sins, 
and reconcile him to the Father of mercies — 
he, who trusts in uncertain riches, and not in 
the living God — ^he, who either by wrong and 
perverse modes of thinking has so blinded bis 
umlerstanding, that he. cannot discern the 

ttuth 
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triifh, or hy vicious practices has so depraved 
his will, that he cannot follow it — he who sup- 
poses that obedience to the eternal and un- 
changeable law of €k>d^ may be comiliuted for 
any other performance whatever, either ritual 
or ceremonial, of abstinence or mortification — 
in short he who lives in «ettl^ contempt or 
violation of any virtue enjoined by the Gospel. 
— ^AU thcscj although they should not suffer 
their respective failings to swell into the more 
flagrant, and atrocious habits Or acts of vice, 
are corrupt trees ^ which bring not forth good 
fruit. — They are corrupt members of the 
Church of Christ; and if they do not, by 
prayer for the assistance and filessing of God 
to their own most faithful and strenuous en- 
deaTours, restore in themselvets the unsound 
principle, whether it be of the understand- 
ing or of the heart; there is every reason to 
apprehend that, in the harvest of the w^orld; 
they will be bound up with the tares, tp be 
cast into the fire. 

Impressed with a due sense of what you have 
now heard, my brethcen, you will not, from 

mer« 
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jour mere profession as Christians, and some 
punctuality in the discharge of your devotional 
duties, conclude that you have done all that 
is required of you to work out your salvation. 
By the conduct of a man^s life, by the mo- 
tives that, have actuated him, and the ends, 
to vrhich his thoughts and efforts have been 
directed, can his true character be determined. 
It is only a lively a^d effectual faith in the 
being and attributes of God, in the example, 
the sufferings and atonement of Christ, pro- 
ducing in obedience to the whole law, an use- 
ful, righteous and holy life, that will procure 
for us a residence in the mansions of eternal 
glory. Here is the uncorrupt tree with its 
good fruit. 

Let this momentous truth be ever present to 
your nqinds, and daily influence your lives. 
Lay not to your souls the flattering unction 
that any thing, without obedience to God's 
immutable and everlasting law, will bring 
upon you his benediction, in that day, when 
all hearts shall be revealed. If the Son of God 
suffered for you ^, you must be content to suf- 
fer what may be necessary to the putting away 

of 
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of that sin, which made his suffering necessary. 
People do, indeed, strangely talk of the higher 
purposes of the Christian dispensation* But, 
what purpose can be greater, and nobler, than 
the turning of mankind to righteousness, and 
restoring them to the lost likeness of their in- 
finitely pure and holy Creator? Is He not re- 
presented as delighting above all things in the 
conversion of a sinner? Has not our Saviour 
declared that to be a matter of joy to the in- 
habitants of Heaven? For higher purposes! 
What purpose can be higher ? — what purpose 
can be more felicitous to man, or more ac- 
cordant with the goodness and gloi'y of the 
eternal Creator, than to reclaim mankind to 
that obedience to Him, the fall from which 
was, and is, the cause of all that we suffer, or 
deplore ? What can we conceive to be more 
important than the destruction of that, which 
was the cause of agony to the incarnate Son 
of God ? Can any man having a just sense of 
the all-transcendent Majesty of Heaven, of the 
dishonour that is offered to the infinitely righ- 
teous, just, and perfect God, by every act of 
iniquity, suppose that even his own salvation 

is 
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is not a matter of less moment than the sup- 
pression of sin declared in all revelation to be 
saofiensive to the Almighty and Eternal mind? 
My brethren, this is a most awful considera- 
tion ; and if it fill your hearts as it is calcu- 
lated to do ; it must beget the conviction that, 
while God wills the salvation of the sinner, he 
wills as paramount thereto, the renunciation 
of sin ; and that the purpose of Christ^s ap- 
pearance and suffering in our nature cannot 
be fulfilled in that soul, which is not converted 
to righteousness. 
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Proverbs 10. 7. 



The memory of the just is blessed: hut the name of ike 
wicked shall rot. 



rilO honour the memory of the worthy and 
illustrious, who have gone to the abodes 
of immortality ; of those, whose liyes adorned 
their times, and benefited their contempo- 
raries, is a custom that has prevailed from 
the remotest antiquity. It is a custom no less 
congenisd with the best feelings of the human 
heart, than it is propitious to the interests of 
virtue. Even in the worst of men there is a 
reltpect for goodness, inducing an acquiescence 
8 3 in 
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in the faonoiii» paid to ex^UeiH^, which can 
no more btf the object of envy, nor an obstacle 
to the selfish views of avarice, pleasure, or 
ambition. 

The itontiment tbns^establii^ed in the usage 
and reflections of men is sanctioned also bjr 
the Divine oracles. The Royal Psalmist saith^ 
the righteous shall be bltd in evcfriatftting re- 
membrance; and the Royal Preacher, in my 
text, declares that the memory of the just is 
blessed; or '*the*'memory of the just is with 
encomiums or praises.^^ To this position in- 
t6iii4ed to give^ ardour to virtue, he has added 
an antithesis for the discouragement of vioe, 
but the name of the wicked shall rot. The 
prei^ent bbcasion requires me to insider only 
thfe'%rinei* of the two propositions; and this 
ri^irdo, by shewing » . 

"ji^rrf— That men have universally a desirer 
td Ifeiive a hiajipy memory behind them. 

SecoMli/— That, to pay to the memory of 
-•the diead the honours merited by ^henr lives, is 
a debt of gratitude to them, while to those, 
wh6 siirviv^ them, it is a lesson of virtue. 

Lastly — I shall apply these tTuths to the 

• occasion 
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occ^ian^i/or which we are assetnblM here in 
the bitbi ts^ of mournings 

First, then, there is in man a desire to have 
his riame respected in this world, when he shall 
have ceased to be an inhabitant of it. 

We are all pleased with a gOod report while 
we live; and seek it as much for the satis- 
faction of possessing it, as for any accession 
that it may bring to our earthly interests. 
The desire to be esteemed and loved is natural 
to the human heart, and, I believe, inseparable 
from it, except in extraordinary instances of 
depravity. It is an afi^ction truly social, add 
in its beginning innocent, but liable to ; be- 
come vicious, cspeeiallywhert it rises into a 
lust aft?er preeminence, or distinction ; for 
then it 'generally incites to illicit, and immoral 
mode&of gratifying it : too rare is the hiesitation 
to deriate from rectitikde, if thereby appla%e 
can be gained^ or the condition exalted. \ 

. But whatever be the course, by which liien 
wmild conciliate regard, or rise to fameVl^e 
passion is seldom, if ever^ limited to the dui4«- 
tion of the present existence; they look to a 
s4 memorial 
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memorial beyond tbe grate: they would bave 
their reputation survive, wheir the body, in 
which they thought and acted to acquire it, 
^haU hftre returned to dust, 
. We as naturaily shrink from the thought of 
being forgotten, and indulge the fond contem* 
pl^tion>that our liv^s may obtain alasting, and 
JiOnoured i^^morial; as^i^ d^ead the extinction 
pf our beiog, and desire to continue it with 
in^r^asing felicity. In the ajcdQUi* and viracity 
pf youth, although informed th^t mau iiborn 
to trouble as tfi^espqrli^ ^y upvanf^ yf.e look 
forward to tininti^triipted prosperity and eme. 
J^/the prid^ and iramty of moiie mature yeairs, 
w^ are q<Ms^<?e¥«ed t^^ admit tte. iinagination 
J^hat, Qur n^n^ will be sQpn imhean), our ac- 
^iqns unkpo^n^ ii^ the^ si^en^, where: W4$ hav^ 
fo much' enjoyment, of. th^ pnes^nt, njith sq 
much bo^eof th^.ftttiiife. Y^itit^is not very 
easy to determine wbiflk ^f.theoe. seittimeots 
is the mpre incipifisiistent With thie order of 
things iand the circumstanoes of our being. 
They are scarcely less reasonable than an ex- 
pectation ne^er to aee death ; of .attaining tQ 
immortality, without the jsepavation of the 

! soul 
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ftoul from the hodf. To foe forgotten .flbOuld 
be coasidercdt what to the greater part of maiv* 
Kiiid it'Beally ift» no less the law c^ our beingr 
thaia to die. We know that mnltitudes were 
before m^ of wthose; lives pur own. age has no 
re^rd^f of wbote e^tenee there is.no eyideaeef 
e;&oeptitb«t.theliTiiig' raiee must have had pro* 
genitofs. Y^, the c^ntaviplative ind* ardent 
mind, harmoni»iig with both its imnoortdit j 
and weakness, f^dly indulgee the hope of 
a^bieving^for it$?}f a mor^ l^rtunate memory^ 
of es^i^piog tbf oblivion into wbi^^h^ so manjK 
myriads have sunk to ri«e no mpre^ till the 
l^t ttmnpe^ ^liall sbnnd^ 

If nmi entaUish a busine^a; they wish it to^ 
betconliaued after them; akhough they should 
l^^ye no heirs, by whom^ it ma,y be exereised, 
If they pure^v^ ^Q 4st$te with the earnings of 
their industry ; one pleasure of the possession 
is.the imagination <that, their namea will be 
transmitted with it to posterity. If they only 
piant attee; they are elevated with the thought 
that, it may flourish to after ages, a memorial 
of the hand that reared it. 

To the justice x>f these sentiments, I am per- 
suaded, 
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suaded, the hearts of all th»t htiar me recpbod. 
Appealing to your feelings, ybiir observatipn, 
and experience, my brethren, let me ask you^ 
what person, of any virtuoos . susceptibility, 
does not desire to be esteemed andloyed^ Who 
^rer left this abode of mortality, where, al-* 
thongh we have much of trouble and disqui^ 
etude, we have also much enjoyment, without 
a sigh for the fond remembrance of those, who 
shared his fortunes, possessed his affecfionsi, or 
where the objects of his charities ? Who Has not 
been cheared in the thought of living to fame^ 
wbeil he shall be dead to nature ? What good 
man ever left the scene of his virtues, without 
a desire to be survived by a memorial, that 
i!night be the honoured although shadowy, re« 
presentative of his zeal and diligence t^ serve 
Goi^, and' do good to his fellow-creatures. 
i These feelings, my brethren, are not con- 
fij^ed to high birth, to power, to wealth, or 
disttnetibn^ Thej are co-extensive with the 
nature and condition of man. They pervade 
lociety in sdl ils. gradations, existing iii the 
cottage, as well as in the palace. , If the mo* 
n^rcb. goverp by law and J astice ; if the Itero 

conquer 
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conquer by skill and valour;, if the statesman 
and patriot. serve their country by wisdom and 
eloquence; the husbandman also has acted his 
part in useful and honest labour. Those have 
sought, and obtained a place in the annals of 
fame; he desired, and shall have a good report 
in the little village, that has witnessed his in-^ 
dustrious and honest life. And, let me ask 
the poorest among you, my brethren, whether 
you do not find this a very grateful reflection^ 
and whether it may not sometimes impart a 
cheerfulness to the gloomy toils, m which you 
discharge your humble duties; whether you 
do not find it both a consolatioi^ in. trouble^ 
and an inducement to obey the will of Heaven^ 
in supporting the existence, which God has 
given you, by tk§ means which He h^s ap« 
pointed, till it shall please Him, either to pro« 
mote you to a b^ter condition in this world, 
Qt remove you to l^e rest of eternity ? 
' Here 1 ain bound^g^in to admonish you that, 
in many minds, there is less sense of moral and 
religious obligatioa, than desire of considera- 
tion, honour and distinction in the world. Sa- 
crifices of duty are often made for the empty 

applause 
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applause of the undisceming crowd.v But who« 
soever does this, is neither just nor wij^« He^ 
perverts a natural and salutary propensity, 
given for an incitement of virtue, to a. cause of 
iniquity. He is ungrateful to the Almighty, 
whose gift he abuses ; treacherous to himself^ 
in that he forfeits the claim to respect, whidli 
truth and sincerity always confer; an impostor 
to the world, whom he has deluded with false 
appearances and pretensions. You must ad* 
Hiit, my brethren, that however frequent this 
character may be, nothing is more inconsistent 
with wisdom than for a man so to make him- 
self the proper oljgect of scorn to others, and 
of reproach to the honest scrutiny of his own 
mind. He, who has thus lived, will not leave 
behind him the memory of the just. He may 
be caressed and respected in his own times ; 
but, to the age, that survives hini, the disguise, 
which covered his deforitiity, will be removed.^ 
His true character will then appear; and the 
memorials, which remain of him, will be ado*, 
eument against falsehood and imposture. 

As it often happens that the bas^ and die 
worthless are extolled and resp^ed ; so like^ 
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wise the merits of the truly good are not rarelj 
unseen, or unregarded ; hidden from public 
view Jiy the artifice of a competitor, veiled be- 
neath the retired demeanour of their modest 
possessor, or denied opportunities of display- 
ing themselves to the judicious and impartial, 
who have influence to recommend, or the means 
to reward them. Hence the man of real worth 
is often left to the secret consolations of a pure 
conscience, to the patient and humble hope of 
acceptance with the God and Saviour, whom 
above all things he has endeavoured to serve* 
In this state, although he would not exchange 
.the cheers of his own heart for the shouts of 
the multitude; nor any of this world's present 
or future feme for the approbation of his Hea- 
venly Father ; yet he is not indifferent to the 
opinion of those, among whom he lives ; and 
he would be yet happier in a reputation and 
name, that could be obtained, without any 
dereliction of his duty to God. But, if this 
desired honour be denied him ; if in despite 
of his devotion to Heaven, he be ridiculed, 
maltreated, or neglected on earth ; if his good 
deeds must be obne in obscurity, unseen by 

the 
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the just and munificent, and must wait their 
teco^pejnse from Him, who seeth in secret; he 
may still have some pleasure from anticipating 
in imagination the name that may live after 
him, which even his enemies may willingly 
allow him, when he shall be taken from the 
existence, to which they have wholly resigned 
their affections, and they will no longer be 
put to shame by his example, nor apprehend 
disappointment to their views from the exer- 
tions of his abilities, or the claims of^his merit; 
when although his natural ears shall be forever 
closed to praise or blame, he may nevertheless, 
in the happy regions of departed spirits, be 
allowed some knowledge of the encomiums 
paid to his virtues, in the world from which 
he is removed. 

But, however this may be, he has one cer- 
tain consolation for all the neglect, which he 
may meet with on earth. If his virtues be 
impeded, unhonoured, unrecompensed, in this 
life; he is assured that they are known and re- 
^stered above, to be rewarded hereafter ; that, 
as his body returned to dust shall rise again^ 
60 his memory consigned to a long earthly ob- 
livion 
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liTion shall revive, at the last day, to be ho- 
noured in the assembly of angels. 

The desire of posthumous fame being so na- 
tural and universal, if it be(^under the controul 
and direction of religion, it cannot fail to be 
an encouragement to well doing and an useful 
principle of action* This brings me to the > 

Second head of my discourse, in which t 
have to shew that, to pay to the memory of 
the dead the honours merited by their lives, is 
a debt of gratitude to them, and to those who 
survive them a lesson of virtue. 

The Christian, as I have already shewn, the 
faithful and pious Christian, may perhap* 
must be forgotten in this world ; but he may 
innocently, and even laudably, indulge the 
tiatural desire to obtain, as he endeavours to 
deserve, a good report among his contempc^ 
raries, and an honoured remembrance among 
those who live after him. And, whether thi& 
hbpe be disappointed or not, in this mixed and 
transitory scene of things ; his virtues will be 
recognized in the presence of ages and natioi^s^ 
at the resurrection of the just* ' 
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|f, howeyer, both living and departed merit 
obtain not their proper honour upon earth; it 
is yet a truth, which the folly or perverseness of 
man cannot subvert; that, whosoever has acted 
his part well, deserves praise ; and purposely 
to withhold praise» where it is deserved, is in- 
justice. The injustice, it is true, is not so 
manifest, as in withholding from the labourer 
hijs hire, but it may, in some cases,^as sensibly 
afiect the tender mind. As the love of praise 
is natural, and in moderation, innocent ; the 
gratification of this passion must, in some de- 
gree, add to the happiness of a good mao. It 
is not a requisite, to his peace ; but it is an 
addition to his enjoyments. Withholding it, 
you detain from him oae part of the earthly 
recompense justly due to his labours. While 
you thus wrong him, you do an injury to so* 
ciety; for, although he may be too upright, 
and too devoted to his duty, to fail in hi^ 
exertions from a feeling of the wrong; society 
suffers, inasmuch as the proper rewards of 
virtue are not exemplified to promote th^ 
practice of it. 

As applause to living merit is a debt, so 

also 
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also is respect to the memory o£ the virtuous 
dead. • For, if we should admit, what caa 
never be proved, that the departed are wholly 
insensible to the honours paid them in the 
abodes of mortality ; their surviving friends 
and relations are gratified with them, and* 
have the same right to the enjoyment of them, 
as they have to any other satis&ction, or ad- 
vantage resulting from their connections with 
the deceased. Moreover we are bound to ho- 
nour departed excellence, because we desire the 
same tribute to ourselves from those who may 
survive us. If we do not reverence the vir- 
tues that are taken from among us, we should 
not expect, and cannot deserve, tp live in the 
encomiums of those, who may be our survivors. 
That honours paid to the memory of the 
virtuous dead are a lesson of virtue to the liv- 
ing cannot be denied, if we consider what must 
always be the effect of rewarding merit. As 
men see merit rewarded, they are encouraged 
to imitate it. And, since the desire of a good 
reputation after death is natural and common 
to man ; the honours paid to the memory of 
the good and just must prove an instigation 

in 
T' 
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in the living to that condact, for which thejr 
see the honours conferred. For the ti^th of^ 
this I may appeal to all .our observations oa 
oufr own times, and to all the chronicles c^ 
former ages. Of the abundant heroism that 
displayed itself in the late war, it is well 
known that, one powerful incitement was the 
expected eulogies and gratulations of a grate- 
fnl country, and the memorials which the so- 
vereign and the people would establish of the 
valiant that fell in their service. And, what 
nation is there, of which the history does not 
teach us that, with the great and brave the 
love of glory is stronger than the love of life ^ 
If this passipn prevailed only in the higher 
departments of the community, the duty of 
paying hon^ours to departed worth would be 
little interesting in its exposition ; and the 
moral lesson, that it could impart, would be 
of very limited operation. But I haye shewn, 
that the desire of a respected memory glow» 
in the bosom of the poor as well as of the 
rich, of the obscure as of the distinguished.. 
Although the cottager cannot have the eulogjr 
l^estow^d o^ .the warrior and the statesman*. 

he 
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he shall have the humble praise^ proper to the 
station that he fills. No sculptured moiuar 
jneut shall shew the place containing his re- 
mains ; . no marble shall celebrate his virtues ; 
not even an uncostly stone may bear h js name, 
and tell that he lived in righteousness and 
died in peace. But, the companions of his 
toils, as they point to the turf that covers him, 
in rude accents shall speak his praise. The 
employer, who was benefited by his honest 
diligence, shall declare his useful and upright 
life to those who succeed to his labours, kin- 
dling within them a desire to leave a memory 
like his, when they shfdl follow him to the 
common end of man. The pious ^nd lettered 
lord of the soil, on which he lived and wrought, 
as often as circumstances shall recall him to 
remembrance, shall sigh acknowledgement of 
his worth, and follow him in thought to the 
mansions of eternity, where the rich and poor 
meet together, to be rewarded by their com- 
mon master according to their works. 

Thus, in the lowest situation of life, do de- 
served encomiums of the dead promote the 
interests of virtue, and the happiness of man, 
t2 by 
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by inciting to an imitation of the virtues re- 
membered and esteemed. The consequences 
will be more important and extensive, accord- 
ing to the greater celebrity, and higher rank 
of the departed. The occasion, which now 
calls upon us to express our sorrows, and be- 
stow our panegyrick, is momentous and great ; 
which brings me to 

The last, but most difficult and interesting 
division of my discourse, where I have to ap- 
ply the duty, I have been endeavouring to il- 
lustrate, in due reverence, to the memory of 
our late venerable and beloved sovereign. 

There are some virtues more becoming in 
particular conditions of life ; others are 
common to every station. Of the latter no 
good man can be destitute; and these were 
most conspicuously exemplified in the life of 
George the Third. In these he was an illus- 
trious pattern for all his subjects. Of these 
the cottager, as well as the peer, could find a 
copy in his king. He was the affectionate 
husband; the fond and discreet father, the 
kind master, the faithful and devoted Chris- 
tian. 
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tian. For these, in the present circunistalSc^es 
of the country, his memory is more dear to us, 
than for all the wisdom of his counsels, for 
all the splendours and successes of his govern- 
ment. 

However iniquity may abound among us 
(and abound, God knows, it does), however 
loose, in some quarters, may be the morals of 
the people; this result cannot be attributed 
to the character of our late revered sovereign. 
Had all his subjects evinced a regard like his 
to religion, to virtue, and th^ happiness of 
mankind ; had they been as vigilant and assi- 
duous in the discharge of their respective du- 
ties; our country, in the wise enjoyment of 
the bounties that providence has showered up- 
on us, would be a scene of happiness almost 
beyond description. But success and fortune 
seem to have brought in upon us their usually 
attendant vices, arrogance and discontent, 
impatience under privation and restraint, an 
inordinate love of gain, overstrained luxury, 
dissi{>ated pleasures, licentious manners, a dis- 
regard to every thing sacred, and to the author 
of every good and perfect gift. 

T 3 The 
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The late reign produceB orators unequalled 
in anj age or country, statesmen that have 
rarely been surpassed, warriors that may vie 
with any recorded in history, a series of mili- 
tary successes, and a tide of commercial pros- 
perity unparalleled in the annals of the world; 
but against all this the moral character, and 
religious mind of the country, in reference to 
the great bulk of the population, hiare not im« 
proved. The monarch was an exaihple of mo- 
rality and religion. All the social and chris- 
tian virtues shone round the throne with im- 
posing lustre. The prelates, that attended it, 
distinguished for their learning and piety, as- 
serted the sound doctrines of the church, and 
conformed to them in their lives. Neverthe- 
less religion and virtue seem to have declined 
among us. To what can we attribute this, 
but to the perverseness, the infirmity, and the 
degeneracy of the heart of man, thativill not 
understand the things that make for its peace? 

Let me, however, not be misunderstood « 
There are numbers of pure and faithful foh 
lowers of CHBist in the present age* Hopeless 
indeed would be our condition, if there were 

not. 
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not. And, I am not prepared to assert that 
religion has declined in the higher walks of 
life; I should rather saj that it flourishes there, 
as much as it ever did. But^ it is my sincere 
opinion, and with much concern do I avow it^ 
that among the working classes its spirit has 
become lukewarm or cold, or has entirely va- 
nished. It is, indeed, very strange that those, 
who most need its aids and consolations, who 
having little to expect in this life, should the 
more readily fix their hopes on the next; those 
to whom the Saviour of mankind particularly 
addressed himself, and in opening his minis- 
try declared that he was sent to heal the bro- 
ken hearted, and to preach the Qospel of peace 
and consolation ; it is really strange, as it is 
deplorable, that these should be indifferent to 
the comforts of Christianity, satisfied to live 
without God in the world, and in the scai]i- 
tiness of their earthly portion, throw away 
their title to the uncorruptible, and* eternal 
riches of Heaven. This could not be, if the: 
tempter, who prevailed in the garden of Eden, 
had not a most lamentable influence among 

t4 It 
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It ts not easy to point out the causes, which 
may have produced this sad decay of piety. 
There is, however, one cause, which seems to 
have afforded scope and occasion for all the 
rest to operate. This I will shortly mention. 
It is the want of places for public worship. 
The pews in our churches are occupied either 
by the higher, or middle orders of the commu- 
nity, or by the lower classes of tradesnvi^n. Of 
the last, indeed, many are excluded, unless 
they be content to stand in the aisles; and, if 
all would do this, there would even then be a 
deficiency of room. The numerous working 
population of all descriptions in the great 
towns are almost entirely shut out from the 
house of God. 

Here we find one source of the increase of 
sectarianism; here we may trace the begin- 
ning, and th.e chief fostering cause of the woe- 
ful contempt of religion, and of almost every 
thing moral as well as sacred ; of the deplorable 
profanation of the name of God, and of the day 
consecrated to his setvice ; which we witness 
among the labouring and indigent inhabitants 
of nearly all our populous districts. The in- 
creased 
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creased eartiings resulting from our late pros- 
perity were a stimulus to this evil. The work- 
ing mechanic, artizan, and manufacturer, and 
the servants in trade of all kinds, not finding 
room in the house of prayer, and being neither 
invited nor expected there, spent the super- 
fluous produce of their weekly toils in sabba- 
tical voluptuousness, turning the day, which 
they should have devoted to refreshing rest, 
the offices of religion, devout meditation, and 
dll the service of their Maker and Redeemer, 
into a stated period of contemplative and ac- 
tive depravity, of intemperate revels, of de- 
grading and impure licentiousness. 

In this place, as in others, I have observed 
that those, whose example should have the 
most influence, arid ^ho from education, and 
condition are best qualified to lead the major- 
ity, are becomingly attentive to the offices of 
religion: and, with deep regret, I have noticed 
in the house of prayer the absence of the 
greater part of the population. 

But to draw to a conclusion the subject be- 
fore us. The duty, in which we are now en- 
gaged, is to pay a debt of gratitude to the 

memory 
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memorj of the lamented monarch, \Fho has 
preceded us to the invisiUe world, where, we 
have good reason to hope, he ]s now enjoying 
the fruits of an upright and exemplary life. 
We are bound not to let these meditations pass 
over our minds like the fleeting shadow ; but 
to continue them to edification; that, in the 
remembrance of our (leased sovereign's vir- 
tues we may dispose ounselves to copy them, 
with the hope of meeting him in the blessed 
realms, where the temporal distinctions of 
king and subject will be lost, and the univer- 
sal church of Christ will meet together in mu« 
tual harmony and love, in su\(jection, prai^ 
and honour to the Lord God omnipotent, that 
reigneth forever and ever. 

With his kingly virtues, the virtues pecu- 
liar to his exalted station, we have little more 
to do, than to reverence and admire them. 
But, his benevolence, his piety, his zeal for 
religion, for the honour of God, and the wel- 
fare of man, .his punctual discharge of the so- 
cial and domestic duties, we m^y and ought 
to imitate. 

In thus paying due honour to the memory 

. of 
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af our late sovereign, we declare our appro- 
bation of the course which his present majesty 
has, so hiappily begun, walking in the steps of 
his lamented father. And, we can give no 
better proof of our veneration for the memorj 
of the late king, than by attesting our allegi*- 
ance and loyalty to his son and successor. 

I scarcely need to remind you tfaatVicked 
men have long been actively at work to over* 
turn our laws and religion ; to demolish the 
venerable fabric pf our civil and ecclesiastical 
polity, the most admired, the most beautiful, 
and the nearest to perfection that the world 
ever knew. Our duty, the duty of every good 
man and good subject is to obey the laws, to 
respect and support the constituted authori- 
ties. This, I am persuaded, all who hear me 
will do in their practice, and with all the 
. influence of their example and opinions. By 
so doing, I request you to recollect that, you 
will obey the will and commands of pur hea- 
venly Father ; for all in lawful authority are 
his ministers to his honour and glory, for the 
good of mankind. Thus acting with the Al- 
mighty for the harmony and happiness of the 

world. 
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world, you will contribute to promote the 
welfare of your country, and to draw on your- 
selves individually the Divine blessing; so that 
it may go well with joux and with your chil- 
dren after you. 

In paying this tribute of respect to departed 
royalty, I have observed the caution becoming 
a teacher of Christianity. I trust 1 have not 
said more than is just; and, if I have said less» 
I am sure the defect will be imputed to that 
scrupulous regard to truth, which a faithful 
minister of the Gospel of truth must always 
retain. / 
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Preatfb^d to a Parochial Benefit Society in 1820. 



%, John 3. 10. 



Whoiowerdoth not righteousness is nplqfGod^ neklur 1* 
that ioveth not bis brother* 



Tp^ 



is no less a deduction of reason than a 
truth of revelation, that Qod is the author 
of all goodness and virtue; and that to please 
Him his rational creatures must imitate his 
goodness, in proportion to the ability, which 
He has respectively bestowed upon them for 
that purpose. Ais the Will of God must be the 
proper law for the actions of men ; and his will 
is to do good, and to produce happiness ; the 

.diffusion 
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diffusion and propagatioi^ of happiness is the 
only legitimate end of the purposes of men; 
and the surest means of ultimately attaining 
that end must be their right rule of life* 

To this ^nd the things^ which €iod com-t 
mands, must be conductors, and the proper 
subjects on which men are to exercise their fa- 
culties both of body and tnind ; because He 
knowing all things cannot command any thing 
in opposition to his own purposes ; but on the 
contrary, He doth necessarily prescribe and 
direct every thing that is requisite to their ac- 
complishment. It is, therefore, impossible to 
infringe the right rule of life in faithfully 
executing his commands. 

So deceitful, however, is the heart of man, 
so various and complicated are the circum- 
stances of life, so uncertain are the conse- 
quences of human conduct ; that, in consider- 
ing with reference to any particular precept 
the quality, or motive, or tendency in all its 
bearings, of any action, that we contemplate, 
we are continually liable to mistake. If we 
err through unavoidable weakness or igno- 
rance; 
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ranee; God will pardon the error; if evil 
should thence arise, He will not impute it as 
sin« The design having been sincere, and 
formed with the best ability of the agent to 
honour and serve his Almighty Creator; al- 
though it may hare proved fruitless, or in this 
confused state of things, have produced suffer- 
ing instead of happiness ; it will nevertheless 
be accepted for righteousness; because it was 
formed in faith,and sincerity, and love towards 
Him, who is not extreme to mark what is done 
amiss. Whosoever thus designs and acts, 
however ineiiectual his efibrts may be to the 
attainment of his proposed end, doeth righ-* 
teousness, and is of God's obedient and ap- 
proved children. 

But, where this disposition and endeavour 
to obey God do not exist, although there 
should be an intention of human benefit; there 
is no acceptance of righteousness. If evil en- 
sue, and the work, well meant as to its imme- 
diate object, be the result of strong passion 
which should have been suppressed, of craving 
appetite which should have been controuled, 
ef ignorance or prejudice which might have 

been 
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been overcome ; the consequent mischief will 
be a criminal charge against the doer. It is 
as rain for a man to say that he loves God, 
when he neither desires, nor endeavours, to 
serve Him ; as it is when he entertains no good- 
will towards his fellow beings. That action 
cannot be pleasing to God^ w hich originates 
in a tota> contempt of Him, and his dispensa^ 
tions; although it maj have been performed 
with a design to benefit or gratify the crea- 
ture. The feeling that prompted it, was of 
the corrupted mind, which resisted the influ- 
ence of his spirit ; and the offspring of such' 
a feeling tte will not accept. 

Therefore, diligently to obey thecpinmands 
of God, with a design to the fulfilment of his 
gracious will, is the imperfect, but accepted 
service of man to his Creator, the true and 
only righteousness, of which he is capable. 
And, since the will of the Almighty is the 
happiness of every thing that He has made, 
except of those beings, who by sin incapaci- 
tate themselves for happiness ; we most truly 
eitercise our love and obedience to Him, when 
in a full and grateful sense of our obligations 

to 
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to please jHim, we cherish a spirit of goodness 
towards each other, and do every thing in our 
power for our common and mutual benefit. 

Hence, my brethren, jou directly infer that) 
to assist any project of public utility ; to join 
in any measures for the interests of religion or 
virtue, for 'the alleviation of human suffering, 
or the extension of human happiness ; with a 
desire to please God ; is an act of righteous-* 
ness« 

Now there are many modes, many objects, 
and many sources of beneficence both to the 
public and to individuals; but the good in- 
tention of the benefactor is often disappointed. 

We may distribute liberally, and 'our gifts 
may only beget or encourage idleness, or im- 
providence, in those who receive them, and 
nourish in them a disposition hostile to their 
eternal welfare. We may bestow much pains 
and trouble, to extricate another from diffi- 
culty or error; and the result of our labours 
may be the hardening and blinding of the 
sinner, whom we endeavoured to enlighten, 
reform, and save. We may contribute largely 
to the support of public institutions) for the 

relief 

U 
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relief of the unfortunate, tke deservii^, and the 
destitute; but through the nusmanagement, 
or abase of the institutions, the benefits of our 
liberalitj may fall to those, who are neither 
so unfortunate, nor deserving, nor destitute, 
as to foe the proper ol^qts of it. We maj 
educate the poor with the best ititentioni to 
make them pious Christians, and useful mem- 
bers of society ; but if we do not mark, with 
necessary vigilance, the tendency and charac- 
ter of their expanding minds; or if we neglect 
duly tp impress them with the princqiles and 
doctrines of true religmn^ as the|r ^re ft>r* 
warded .ia useful learning ; they may abuse 
th% ediicQrtion given, them to the prosecntioii 
of ^vil purposes ; and instead of forming tbept 
honest mlBQ, good s^fbjects, and faithful loJk 
l(]Pw^s of tbei^ heavenly Lord^ it ma|^ ^wlj" 
giv^ thi^m dexterity in wid^edness^ alibiing 
thieili tbe ttiore eifectm^ly and secunely to djs* 
tttrb the peaoe^ or ^^pey upon the p^rMp^fttgr 
of th'ei^ommunity, whidi itisk^ukd hliii^e tfrug^t 
^bem *^ serve and defend. 

To abiifSHSs )U(e tbe^ m^st ^f the pr^eins» 
whiob^e can f^fm for tk^ cowfori apd re)i^ 

of 
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pf cmr Q€ce$i»itQw brethren^ are liable. So 
prevalent, indeed, are these abuses; that the 
co^sadjerate mindi anxioasfor theeterna) l^ap- 
p^^ess, as well as the present comfprtsof man» 
^om^tijQ^ hesitates in opening tl^ hand of 
cJiiarity. for liberality, if it be profuse and 
indiscriminate, is certainly an evil. Even when 
it is prescribed and limited, by our best di$» 
cernmept ai>4 judgement ; tljie extent of its 
be^^^t ito society, and to the majority of the 
individuals who become the objects of it, is a 
problem, which human sagacity can never 
solve. Neyerthe|es9, to him, who bestows the 
charity, bestowing it in humility and sincerity, 
with a heart of love towards God and his fel- 
low-creatures, it is iip^^^d a blessing. Most 
true it is, that tq give is more blessed than to 
i^eoejive. We ni^y give to the needy, who do 
UQt deserve, although they want our bounty. 
They may be ungraiteful, and misapply the 
gift. But, according to what I have already 
i^ewn, the mi^nd of ,the giver desirous to obey 
bis Qeav€|i\ly Father in administering to the 
iHQcessit^) aiid a^eviating the sufferings, of a . 
brQther> wiU be recqi;d^ Jin 1;]be book of jHc^aven^ 
u 2 . to 
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to be produced among the evidence for his 
justification at the great assize of the world. 
The Christian, who loves his God and his Sa- 
viour, cannot see his brother in need, and shut 
up his bowels of compassion from him ; can- 
not behold him in hunger or affliction, and 
vrithhold from him the good, which it is in 
the power of his hand to bestow. 

Liberality, then, as ^part only of charity, 
is a duty which the true Christian cannot neg- 
lect. It is a righteousness, without which 
faith is made vain; which he, who doeth not, 
is not of God. And, there are some modes of 
doing good to one another, and of promoting 
a reciprocal, conlmon, and very estimable be- 
nefit, which may be almost excepted from a 
liability to abuse. Of this description are the 
objects of the association assembled here today 
to worship their God and Saviour, and hear 
the instruction of religion. 

The society, which I am now addressing, is 

so constituted that the relief^ which it affords, 

•can in no case be superfluous; nor can it be 

obtained by those, who do not need it. The 

funds. 
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funds, from which it is drawn, hare accumu^ 
lated chiefly by equal, but scanty, contribu- 
tions from the earnings of the honest industry 
^of its members. All the aids to these funds 
from the casual benevolence of its friends can 
scarcely swell them to an useless amount, or 
make them greater than may be necessary, foi^ 
the purposes to which they are appropriated. 
These purposes are to make some provision for 
the contingencies of sickness, infirmity, or 
misfortune. None, but the honest, sober, and 
industrious, can partake of its benefits. Those 
only, whose characters can bear inspection, 
can be admitted its members. The advantages, 
proposed are so mo4erate, that they cannot 
afford the means, nor prove a temptation, to 
any of its members actuated by the moral 
principle which your rules indicate, to be 
otherwise than temperate in all things. They 
afford no facilities or indulgences particularly, 
tending to attach the heart to this world, or 
take away the attention from preparation for 
' another. The assistance, they are calculated 
to afford, can be nothing more than a desirable 
and necessary alleviation of the unavoidable 
u 3 ills 
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ills and hardships of men, who are destined M 
earn their subsistence hy their own hands^ 

The principles and purposes, ih^refdre, of 
your society, my brethren, are truly Christian. 
They are in strict conformity with the evange- 
lical precept, iot?e one another. They are so- 
cialy moral, benevolent; as friendly t^ the 
public interests, as productive of individual 
benefit. And, it must be a matter of conto- 
iation to all of a well-ordered mind among th^ 
Members, that, while their efforts are aided 
aiid protected by the equitable laws under 
which they live; the advantages^ they maj 
look to from their association, arfe chiefly the 
fruits of their own industry in the occupations 
which is assigned to them in the ord^r of Hh^ 
vine providence. This, I say, is a mattet df 
consolation to a well-ordered mind; fbr I hopi^ 
this virtuous feeling of independence \^ill never 
depart from the minds of Englishman; ahd 
that, the time will never feome in this country^ 
(except in short seasons of distress Which no 
human institutions or fbresight can itltog^' 
ther prevent) when thie honest, sobejh, and in- 
dustrious child of toil shall laot be abte tdsii^ 

port 
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port himself by the sweat of his brow; and, in 
the yean of youth anS health to lay up some^ 
thing for age or sickness. 

It is, however, seriously to be lamented, 
that much has occurred even in this envied and 
flourishing country, within the memory of 
most who hear this, to destroy this ennobling 
spirit of self-dependence; to make the poor 
man impr6vident of his little means, and not 
ashamed to ask the legal or casual charities, 
which, in the example of better times, he 
would blush to accept. This is an evil greatly 
to be deplored, of which the existence will 
scarcely be disputed by any person of discern*- 
ment and observation, who has reached only 
the meridian of life. The causes of the evil 
are numerous, in some respects doubtful; and, 
fVom their nature and uncertainty, not the 
fittest to be discussed in this sacred place. 
There is one, however, to which it may be very 
meet and right to call your attention. 

The diffusion of wealth among the commu* 

nity, (it matters not to the present occasion 

whether that wealth was real or artificial) bad 

increased the earnings of numbers, in various 

u 4 occupations,' 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 SERMON XI. 

The doing of Righteousness in reference to the Practice 

occupations, wlto subsisted hy their labour or 
ingenuity. These increse^d earnings not onljr 
afforded some superfluities to their former 
mode of life, which led them to more expen- 
sive and indulgent habits, but likewise ena- 
bled them to pass a part of the week in idle- 
ness, or expensive and seductive recreation, or 
hateful and pernicious intemperance. Idle- 
ness is the bane of the miad. While the * 
healthy body is not exercised in useful em- 
ployment, or the attention directed to some- 
thing laudable ; vice immediately takes pos- 
session of the imagination. This faculty never 
at rest, never unemployed, must be engaged 
upon something ; and when it is neither com- 
pelled by authority or necessity, nor drawn 
by salutary precept or example to something 
useful, in the gaiety and fetvour of youth, it 
is surely captivated by the objects of illicit 
pleasure, or implicated with vicious and mis- 
chievous design. 

Easy and ample, or abundant earnings, 
therefore, especially in those, whose early 
years had no experience of other times, were 
the parents of those vices, which ruin the hap- 
piness^ 
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piness of the individual, impede the prosperi* 
ty, and disturb the p^ace, of the community. 
The ease, with which they acquired more than 
they really and immediately wanted, made 
them thoughtless* and extravagant in its ex-, 
penditure ; opened their hearts to all the vio- 
lence of temptation ; corrupted and debased^ 
the moral principle ; obliterated the faint im- 
pressions of religion ; directed their hopes and 
aims entirely to the safest enjoyment of the 
present life. 

When the promising, but deceptive aspect 
of the public prosperity unhappily changed, 
and the working classes were compelled to take 
lower wages, because higher could not be 
given ; deprived of their accustOQOied Excesses 
or recreations, and obliged to work on those 
days, on which they had before abused leisure^ 
they were immediately discontented, and, by 
resisting an unavoidable evil, increased it. 
They could not think that the cause of their 
reverse, or adversity, was in any degree impu-^ 
table to themselves ; but gave way to wrong 
and selfish modes of thinking, till they be- 
came established in an opinion that they had 

a 
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a ehtiin nptm the liberality of the affluent, not 
for a supply of what they really need^, but 
of every thing they had been accustomed to, 
or imagined ihemselyes to want. In this state, 
with minds demoralized and corrupted, they 
were a ready prey of the adventurous politi- 
cian or daring infidel, who, through the means 
of sedition or blasphemy, desired to make 
them the instruments of his selfish, malignant, 
6r ambitious purposes. Under the pretext of 
civil liberty, personal independence, and the 
restoration of imagined rights represented as 
lost, they were dravi^n away to every excess of 
licentiousness both in speculation and prac- 
tice; and, while they vainly supposed they 
i^^ereonly asserting the pTivileges of an intellec- 
tual being, they were sacrificing to impiety and 
rebellion a;ll the liberty of a rational agent, of 
a man, of a social being, and of a Christian. 

The principles upon which your society is 
established, my brethren, are, I hope, a pre- 
c^luston from all these evils. You have fixed 
a mode of supplying your casual necessities, 
by the produce of your own industry ; yet 
while you trust to this, as your primary means, 

you 
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fou ard grateful to aecept t)fe generbtts and 
Tolantarji not supplicated and reluctant, con- 
tributions of thofie^ #hQse ampler circuoir 
stances enable them to aid the laudable pur- 
poses for virhich jou have aelsociated. Thes6 
^re 5^our means of accumulation ; and such 
are your regulations that your funds cannot 
be drawn upon unnecessarily, nor can the idle, 
the intemperate, the profane, the disorderly, 
retain fellowship with you. So long as these 
regulations are enforced, your society must 
c^ontribute to the order and prosperity of the 
community. 

But while, as a society, you are directed by 
these principles; allow me to express a hope, 
a persfMsion^ that, as individuals, you will 
not forsake them. May every one of you .in 
all your views of the future, and enjoyments 
of the present^ keep in mind that it is more 
honourable to shift with a little, that is the 
produce of ones own honest industry, than to 
enjoy profusion (if that be ever practicable) 
from the charities of others. Can any man in 
health think that he is not degraded to depend 
ibr a subsistence either upon individual or l^gal 

bounty ? 
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bounty? Can any man^ although in years 
and infirmity, who in the days of health and 
vigour, , by frugality and temperance might 
have saved, not feel himself humbled, when he 
applies for relief either to private or public 
charity? The relief to be derived from your 
society cannot extend to every contingency of 
adversity; so as to preclude to any individual 
the utility of further savings. Therefore, none 
of you, 1 should think, will be the less frugal 
and industrious; because you have this aid in 
reserve; or. tempt the infringement of your 
rules by improper applications, or by miscon- 
duct which they discountenance and forbid. 
If any should be so foolish and daring; the 
managers, 1 doubt not, will do their duty, en-i^ 
fercing upon the offender the penalty, or dis- 
advantages, which your laws prescribe. 

If every person would resolve, under the, 
blessings of a benign providence, to depend 
upon his own exertions, for a supply to the 
wants and necessities of life; if he would re- 
solve to expend upon himself and his family, 
no more than is necessary to a well regulated 
and christian mind, for health, strength, and 

contentment; 
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contentment ; if he would' be diligent, work-^ 
ing with bis hands the thing that is good, im- 
pairing neither his substance nor his strength 
by any excess; if he would imitate those in- 
dustrious insects the ant and the bee, in the 
spring of youth, and the summer of manhood, 
improving every hour to lay by for the winter 
of age ; how incalculable would be the access 
of prosperity and peace to the community, and 
of happiness to individuals ! and how much 
more should we exhibit of the genuine charac- 
teristerics of a Christian people ! 

Before 1 conclude, I must call your atten- 
tion to the words, with which I introduced 
fny discourse. Whosoever doeih not righted 
ousness is not of God^ neither he^ who loveth 
' not his brother. As Christians let me admo- 
nish you of this truth; that while you laudably 
and honestly provide things necessary for this 
life short and uncertain, you may not forget 
that you are destined to another that will last 
forever. Many of you, perhaps most of you, 
have been induced to join thiis society with 
thoughts and views of temporal advantages 
only, and with little, or no regard, to the ob- 
ligation 
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Jigation you are under to serve and please God 
in everj thing tbat jou do* But it is good to 
act upon the apostle's rule, let all things be 
done to edii^tion . Think it not suflieieBt that 
3l^our pcofoeedings are not contrary to God'i 
law. By the inward disposition of your heart8« 
let theni worl^ with it ; and let the good which 
yon may do to society and to each other, ba 
as much your motive, as your own single ad<* 
vantage* This is brotherly love ; which regu« 
lated In r^rence and obedience to the will of 
God, in confidence of his promises and hope of 
bis Messing, is righteousness. If you do not 
act w this spirit of obedience, with a desire 
above all things to ples^ and obey Him, who 
gave you being, and gives you every comfort 
of being ; and to imitate Him who died to sava 
you eternally; your care to provide against 
casualty or want, will be a mere exemplifica** 
tion of morality and prudence; an instance of 
ordinary virtue, unsanctified by religion, de- 
serving, indeed, on account of its^ utility, the 
favour and countenance of man, but . not en^ 
titled to the particular blessing of God, nor 
even obtaining his protection^ except as, m 

hip 
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Ilis general plan pf providenee) it may, ub* 
|^iu>wn to you^ work together for the good of 
tbo$e, in ihfkt ^ase^ more £aithful and ob^ient 
t^an yourselves. To make prbti$4oa agiiott 
want and necessity, or to secure alleviation of 
pain and trouble ; is what any person of com*- 
inon understanding would do, being rightly 
informed as to tlie means. In itself it is an 
act of mere selfishness confined to the present 
existence. It is no part of the righteousness 
named in my text-, nor will it recommend you 
to God; nor promote your everlasting inte- 
rests, except as it may preserve you from some 
temptations* Nothing is pleasing to the Al- 
mighty; nothing even under the covenant of 
mercy, will He accept as righteousness, which 
(according to the light which a man has) does 
not proceed from a sincere desire to do his 
will ; and to practise beneficence, because 
that is his command, and everlastingly his^ de- 
light. Keeping this, my brethren, in your 
remembrance, to your anxiety for your own 
welfare, and the intention to benefit one ano- 
tfaer, add, above all, your desire and design to 
please Him, who is ever careful for you, ever 

engagec] 
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engaged to make you eternally ^ happy, and 
whose gracious designs for you nothing can 
render ineffectual, but your own folly, per-* 
Terseness, and ingratitude. 
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]^oman8 13^ 8. 

Owe no fium any thing, tnit io fate one another. 

^T. I^til begins this chapter ^th exholt^ 
*^ ing the belietets sit Rome to be snbjetft 
to those, who were in lawlhl authority ; because 
civil gdvetfiment is of Divine appoititnieht foi 
the peac^ and happiness of the vi^orld; and 
those who resist the est^bfisbed exetcise of it, 
in any country bring On themselves just con- 
demnation both from God, and from thbs6, 
who are his mihisters, in the administration 
of it. Having forcibly Inculcftt^d this duty, 
he th^n enjoins the disciples, in the words o^ 
my text, to o^e ho man any thing ^hut to love 
oni another. This precept is short and plain, 

but 
X 
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bat foil of meaning, as the apostle afterward 
explains. It is my intention, in my present 
discourse, to lay it before yon in its ample 
and important signification* 

Here, my brethren, I mnst request yon to 
note that, the apostle does not recommend us 
to owe no man any thing, and to pay all onr 
earthly debts. He makes one great resenre ; 
for there is one debt, which we can never can- 
cel ; that is the debt of love to one another. 
All other debts to man, we can, and onght to 
pay ; whether they be to the goyemment or 
to individuals; whether they be taxes, tri- 
butes, or contributions imposed by law and 
usage for the security of our persons, our pro- 
perty, andof aU the benefits of civil and eccle- 
siastical polity ; or legal compensations for the 
necessaries, conveniences, comforts, or luxu- 
ries of social life. All these debts may be 
paid ; but the debt of love still remains unre- 
deemed': all that we are able, or required to 
do, with regard to that, is continually to ex- 
ercise . ourselves in the discharge of it; and 
then what may ren^ain in arrear, at the end 
of our livesi the blessed Redeemer will canceL 

A 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON Xn. 307 

^. .^^ , - The Chriatian^t Debt «f Love 

A wise and good man^ therefore, can dnd 
will discharge all debts, but that of love, and 
this he will be ^ver busy to liquidate. But, 
he, who is both foolish and wicked to incur 
expenses above his condition, or beyond his 
probable means of payment ; or to waste hii^ 
years in idleness ; to misapply time, taletits, 
and fortune in vicious excesses; this man can- 
not pay his debts; he may not have the ability 
to pay his legal debts; and he may so infinite- 
ly increase his debt of love, that the righteous 
judge' may cast him into prison — ^into a condi- 
tion of trouble and misery, from which he shall 
QOt be released, till he have paid the utter- 
most farthing; that is, neither in this world, 
nor in that which is to come ; because the debt 
will have been increasing during his whole 
life, and his life being ended, all opportunity 
of paying it will be forever lost. He puts 
himself in great dangei* of having his lot, 
tchere the worm dieih notj and the fire is not 
quenched. All this will be more evident to 
you, when 1 shall have explained the nature 
of the debt of love, which although we may 
suffer it to increase to a fearful amount, we 
X 3 can 
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can Deyer discbarge. It i» a debt owing to 
God, which, in this world. He has made pay^- 
able to man ; and what is so paid He will put 
down as receive^ bj Himself. In as muqh.as 
you did not feed, clothe, yisit, relieve, and so- 
lace, one of these little ones that believe in 
me, said our Saviour, in describing the great 
retribution, ye did it not unto me. The debt 
must always be due from us to God, because 
He first fqved us.. We must always owe it to 
one another; because He always .loving us 
hath commanded us so to love one another. 

This command our Lord delivered at the ap- 
proach of his su0erings, w hen He was prepar- 
ing his disciples for the affliction they would 
undergo in being separated from Him, and 
forming their minds by his instruction for a 
display of the virtues, in which they were to 
establish his religion among men, and become 
qualified for the inheritance of the Heaven, 
that he promised them, after the conclusion 
of their earthly labours. A new commands 
ment^ said He, I gioe unto you; that you love 
one another; asl Iiave loved you^ that ye also 
love one another. Not that this command-* 

meat 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERiViON xn. ae» 

The Chrittian*t Btbt of LoTt. 

i 

ment had not before been given. This could 
not be our Lord's meaning ; because He had 
Himself declared it to be the second command-, 
ment of the law. Love is the commanding 
principle of all religious and moral duty ; of 
religious duty as it has God, and of moral 
duty as it has man, for its object. Love^ saith 
St. Paul, in a verse following my text, is the 
Ailfilling of the law ; and in the very verse of 
my text, he that loveth another^ (by another 
is signified all others) hath fuelled the law ;• 
that is, hath fulfilled his duty to man. - For 
thiSj continues^ he, thou shalt not commit ddui^ 
tery^ thou shalt not killj thou shalt not steal; 
thou shalt not bear false witness; thou shalt, 
not covet ; and if there be any other command 
referring to the duty, which you owe to one 
another, it is briefly comprehended in this say ^^ 
ing^ namely^ thou ^alt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.' ' .. ; ^ . 

The two great commands, the love of God,' 
and of our neighbour, were delivered by Moses. 
Of these the decalogue, or ten commandments 
are • branches ; the first four containing • our 
duty towards God, and the remaining six our 
X 3 duty 
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plained in^our Q3(GeUe^ ai^ well knpwn, bi^ 
plain as. it ^i, little midecstood^ ^nd'^^iUl^^ 
considered^ Churcb Cgtechism. 

^enpe you see that taloye onie anotiier, ivat 
i|ot strictly a new con^nand^ But although 
delivered of old^ it waa new U^ the practice 
and opinions o£ the timies^ in whichi onr Lord 
i^ke. The Jewish cbie^ and] rulers h|id n/i^ 
just conception of either their dntj to,€k>d) or 
t^ir neighbour^ Onr Saviour plainly told> 
tliem they dici not, love Gpd; and H^: exposed 
Dy^ lawyer^s misapprehension) oi^ dpubt, of his 
Ipve to his 9.^hbonr, in th^ parable pf the 
good Sainfiritan. The commandi therefore^ 
old in the Kyealed Ipw oC Go<^ wa^ both new 
a^ strange to th^ corrupt hi^surti; and lives oft 
V^pn. It was neither in their contempk^on, 
i^or their practice ; tsf}, that, in refincnce ta the 
moral state of the worlds oar Saviour |ustjbf 
called i;t \nefo cprnwaaiidmeiit. 

Let us ntm cqnsider how the keeping of thu^ 
sacQnd gmat cpn^m^nid^ thpnt shalt love thjr* 
ReigblH'w M thyjieh& oar aPQ<Hrdii^ to tl)e. ej^f. 

pression 
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pression in my texU p^jiBg our dfbt of Ipre 
to one Mother, ^f^ the fulfilment of the wt»a)« 
«>oral law. 

Virtue, righteousueas, siud goodnftsa app^.^|i4 
will of God. Tbey exist in bifi vfiry .nat^ire ; 
suad, in them H^ ii independently; i^ffftfely^ 
smd eternally happy. These we »r^ tp Af^ui«9 
»Qd prs^ctiae ; because, of his Supreffie: - witti 
He hftth oommanded theui. But. heReiniJ* 
^th coipmanded our happiness ; for, He h^iug 
9lway# perfectly hi^py in righteousee^s.. rigfct 
tedifwesp i» the eternal eonstitnent of b«pp^ 
ness. Therefore, in '^ultiyftting rigbteo|]^qe^ 
we obey God, a«i4 ne^p^wrily produoe Qwr owi^ 
happiness. 

But^ here a question m^^i whflt is righ- 

teousnesi;? What are wetod9» for th^pra^ 

tice of it I To this we isiay ap^wer that, ttf 

do rightdODSoess is to act justly, in p^nformity 

with the Divine law ; and to imitate God in 

doing good. But the words of hi9 law tell Ui 

wore fiMTcibly and signi^esintly; thou^ $halt 

l&vM the Lord thy God^ v^h all thy heart amd 

muly mmd thy meiffUiowr w thyself: and our 

Sarioor adds; low one^imotker^ as I have 

laved you. 

x4 He, 
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''4te, who ti*uly loves himi^lf, will do every 
tkmg for hift own welfare, both of soul aiid 
body ; and, if he love his neighbour, that is 
Mh^iaen^ as he loves himself, he will do the 
saitoe ibr thein^: he will zealously promote their 
pMnice, |]ltosperity, and happiness, both pre- 
Mnt i^iid Aitut'e, as he promotes his own. Hence, 
M' Will never seek these things^ which evident* 
ly'iti their immediate, or probably in their re^ 
ttkyt^' ^(msequences^ can impede or abridge,' 
t&e^prd^eir comforts or advantages of any man, 
ciri^Mliety of unen; but, on the contrary^' he 
#ill be fiioliiiitiBins and active to promote* the 
pi'esentv with t^ etcinal, welfare of all man- 
kind. . 
-:^N*wj sin is'destcdcftive of happiness, and 
the 4^6i4Aiti caMe of pain and misery. The 
b^eadil6fiany ptetrt^of the Divine law, the do- 
^i^atiy tiling ^ttiatQod has forbidden, or the 
Btgftftetingmny thing that Ha has oomfloianded,' ' 
wsboh or* hde an injtti'y to ourselves, or to 
6thets,vand g^jfterally, I may say always, to 
bo^thVv Therirf^re, be, ^wbo truly lotres himself^ 
and others, will atastaiil from sin^ aiyK>r ft as 
hateful, <% irom tt>as<irom a 4^tiDa[yer, and 
and diligently keep the whole law of God. \ 
' ^ < Hence, 
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Hence, my brethren, you clearly may un^ 
den^an4 that, - if we constantly obey God ; ii^ 
as life w^ars away, w^ do every- thing that He 
kas commanded, and refrain from every thing , 
that He disapproves ; we m^ke the required pay^ 
ments of our debt of love. Although it swell 
with our- y'Cars, our prosperity, and ability^ 
6far liquidations are then proportionate to the 
increase ; so thatit shall not stand against us 
in the great day of account, nor, in the days o£ 
mortality, be tbie^cause of any tr^iible or dis^ 
quietude. We shall find it a perennial spring 
i^.real hiappioes&tlecreed by God himself, and 
flowing from Him, which- cananot be stopped 
or intercepted by any casualties or infirmities 
of our being; 

But, if men, in forgetfulnessor contempt of 
their debt aif love, and of Him, who is the pri-^ 
mary object of it, love themselves only or* 
chiefly or unduly, coveting a larger share of 
the pleasttf es, riches, splendours or honours of 
the world than if hki pleased Him to grant 
them, and seeking them by other means than 
He has prescribed for the obtaiiiment of them 5 
they, niake to themselves an inexhaustabie 

, source 
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source q( misej^j, from which proceed the erils 
t\kat emlntter oar present state, and make fu* 
tturitj ternble. Hence we see one man racked 
, with remorse £or the guiltt by which another 
was deprived of his substance, his £ame, or his 
life ; one enriched by the fraud or extortion* 
which may have made several poor, and redu* 
ced the possessions, or contracted the com* 
^rts, of numbers* Hence the honest trades* 
san is defrauded^ the sp^bidthrift imprisoned, 
the prodigal heir brought to penury, theraka 
this day exulting in his artifice, another wast* 
ed with disease, the unsu^ieeting Tictimi of bis 
guile in the unavailing leans of irremediabla 
sorrowi* Henoe the votary of intemperance, 
in the lucid intervals allowed by an enslaving 
appetitf , ia seen deploring impaired health, a 
clouded inteUeatt; a sinking £[>rtune, ruined 
credit, the . complaints, and^ reproaches of a 
sufl^ring ^sunily. H^nce in short proceed the 
diseases of the mind, the rooted sorrows of 
the memory, and all ^^ that perilous stuff ^^ of 
the foul bosoms ^^that weighs upon the heart /^ 
. It is true, in the present life, sin lias its ea- 
joymentS) such as they are, low and despicabk» 

But 
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But victue has ita eiijoyments, high and eiiBO-^ 
bling, iar mi^re satisfactory than any that vice, 
can afford. Certain it is, while far the majors 
ity are wicked^ andthei^w righteous.; virtue! 
must encounter severe trials, suffering and af-^ 
fliction. Still virtue is calculated to produce, 
happiness, even in the present imperfect state;, 
sjikd this would abundantly appear, if all^ or. 
even the greater part of men were obedient ta 
l;he law of God. His law founded in love be- 
ing calculated for our happiness present, aft 
well as future; our violation of it is the onljrr 
reason that> its effect among us is not univer- 
sal happiness. 

Let us take any single wickedness, any mode 
of disobedience to the Divine command; and 
we shall find its effects on society to be paiot, 
or sorrow,, or some kind of distress, privation*, 
or detriment. Let us take for instance, the^ 
«ins of a<dultery, drunkenness, idleness, and 
avarice. 

The adulterer and the partner of his crime 
have, we admit, some momentary gratificatiop ; 
but, even if this should not be the cause of fu- 
ture pain to themselyi^^ if the offence should 

wot 
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not prove any personal cletriment or inconve- 
nrence to them; they have invaded the rights, 
and probably rained the happiness, of others. 
If those, against whom the ofTenee was directly 
committed, should be ignorant of it, some of 
the relatives may feel it; if it do Hot interrupt 
conjugal harmony, it must produce domestic 
evil: and, the concealment of an unlawful ac- 
tion is no extenuation of its guilt. 

So the drunkard, besides that his excesses^ 
hnpf^ir his health and his fortune,' and expose 
him to shame, is a nuisance to his sober com- 
panions, and to all that behold him ; consuming- 
so much more than his natural share, and 
more than he wants, of what providence has 
given^ to be temperately used for the common 
sustenance' or comfort, in a moral view, he 
commits a public wrong. And, the* wrong is 
so much the greater; if his family,' or any of his 
ionndctidhs, n^ed for their sripport, or proper' 
enjoyments, what he thus riotously spends. 

The slothful person, if he do not, by his 
hibits idju^ing the powers of both his body and 
ibip^a become a burden to himself, and if he 
have wealth enough to live idly, is a pilferer 
from the produce of the common industry : he 

lives 
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lives upon^ what is acquired bv the labours of 
others, to which h^ himself contributes no* 
thing; others suffer and toil, that he may 
faaye what he calls ease and leisure. 

And what shall we say of the avaricious man, 
who is ever busy, ever thoughtful and restless, 
to multiply his treasure ? Sl^all we say that 
he does not infringe the moral law of God, be- 
cause no human laws can meet or delSne his 
wrong? Whosoever is painfully anxious to 
acquire wealth, can hardly avoid the brea<^h of 
the commandment, thou &halt not covet. He 
may not desire the possession of this or that, 
or of any one individual ; but being still eager 
to add to his riches, to increase them more 
than his own skill and diligence am effect ; as 
riches do not come forth out of the ground, 
without the labour of man ; he must covet 
what belongs to somebody, or something ta, 
be gotten by another^s toil. If his use and[ 
application of what he thus gains be not as- 
beneficial to the community, as it was before 
it came into his handi^, or as it would have 
been, had it not. becoqne his possession; tbe:ac« 
quisition, s^lthough he may be unconscioi^ of 
• it, 
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iU iH a public injury that mast operate some* 
where. I am not here speaking against the 
general acquisition of riches,' nor the natural 
wish to possess them; but against an over«. 
ruling and disquieting desire after them, with- 
out a proper regard to the ends for which they 
are given. Every man has a moral, as well as 
a legal right, to employ his talents, skill, or 
capital, with integrity and patience, for the 
increase of his wealth; but, in his still in* 
creasing treasure, he incurs, a heavy responsi- 
bility to God the general giver, for the use 
and ^distribution of his large possessions. If 
he have gotten them honestly, he is jet bound 
to disperse them for the general good: liberal- 
ly, wisely, and beneficiently for the benefit of 
society in all its ramifications, as well as for 
tbe uses, conveniences, or salutary dignities 
and splendours of his own family and house- 
hold, in this view of the pi»sion for wealth, 
which I thifik is a correct one, you see what 
danger there is of unknowingly and uninten^ 
tio«ially transgressing the moral law ; of doing 
y4H] know not what wMng to society, and 
gyvii»g offisnoe to G<id^ 1^ too eager a pursuit 
^ of 
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of riches, or even by an unruly desire, or too 
hasty efforts to better your condition. 
. Bat, it rarely happens that the avaricious 
nan does not, in his h^ste to 'be rich, overste|r 
some rule of justice; is not guilty of fraud, or 
extortion, or of some hard and unfair deeding; 
and thus imimediately as well as remotely, h<; 
breaks the law given by God, for the present 
happiness of man. 

Wemay draw a similar deduction from the 
breach of any part of the moral law. It is un- 
questionable truth ; that, all the commands 
of God proceeding from infinite love, every 
command, as men ob^y it, tends as well to 
their present felicity on earth, as to their fu- 
ture in Heaven ; and, the doing of any thing, 
which He has forbidden necessarily leads io 
evil. 

If, then, we loved God, as we are command- 
ed, and loved others as we love ourselves; we 
should labour for others to have the happiness, 
the good things, and the enjoyments, which 
we desire ourselves^; and we should seek those 
things only which would conduce to our com- 
mon and reciprocal benefit. Our wishes 

woul4 
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would be moderate, oar iri^Mrs eomprehensive^^ 
just, and benevolent ; our endeavours for out 
own interest would not disturb or offend so- 
ciety, nor interfere with the virtuous enjoys 
Bdents of any person. It is therefore, our ia<* 
dispensable duty to cherish this love in our 
bojsoms, to such a degree, that we may not b^ 
at peace with ourselves, but in a diligent and 
unceasing course of beneficence ; in unwea^ 
ried efforts for the present and eternal happi« 
ness of man. 

In this interesting view of the subject let us 
for a moment, consider how different would be 
the condition of humanity, to what it now is, 
if men universally made their proper payments 
of the debt of love. Although man must la- 
bour for all his enjoyments ; and his powers be 
impaired by the fall, so that he is liable to |>ain 
and sorrow, and must at last submit to the na- 
tural death ; yet the world would be to him a 
scene of pure comfort and enjoyment, here and 
there interrupted by his infirmties. Every in- 
dividual would then cheerfully do his duty in 
his proper station, for the gain consistent with 
the good of the whole. All things, to use a 
common expression, would have their level. 

The 
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The advantages and oomfoHis of every claesil 
would be suited to that clam aiid in e^ract re^ 
lation to those of every other; and with them 
every person in every class would be contented ' 
and satisfied . . Not. only > would the tiiiffottlent^ 
and notoriously malign^t or^ hurtiUI' vices 
cease frotn among us ; but all the unseen and 
retired <&nemies of pubiib and private .happi>- 
ness; operating in the recesses of thd corrupt 
heart, where the laws cannot penetrate, would 
be eradicated. No man would want a cleslti 
and comfortable home, with enough for his 
own ; every cotta^ would be the dwelling of 
godliness and virtue; a scene of piety, of in^ 
du&try, of contentment, of benevblence,* love, 
and happiness. The sullen diiScontent, be- 
cause one man is more flourishing than another, 
would no where be known. We should hear 
of no vexatious- demands of larger pay than 
the times afford, and than is necessary to tlie 
proper state of him* that toils; of no mischiev- 
ous and wicked conspiracies to compel the 
employer to give higher wages to his workmen, 
than his trade admits, or than the value of 
moiiey iftay render necessary. The tiller of 
. ^ the 
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tWgixmnd n^uU make na niggardly, sljr, and 
^honest pretanoes, to get his land at too low 
a ttte, to the injarj of the laodlordv and* 
through bimt to the detriment of the public^ 
There n^uld he no . exfaorbitan t . rents of the 
floiU no'oppnessiveexaetionaoftjthe; no dick 
|iosJtio« lA the tenant to Ofrerpay the landlord^ 
thereby to defra4Ml the Bfttnkater of God^ word 
#f hij9 legi^l d«ie ; no qheatiog or unfair d^l* 
ing ip.tradi^; no oyerreaohing contracts; no 
adulteratiQuin the. ajrtieles of human wste*- 
nitnoe ; v(o 3hort weights ot measures ; w> un- 
veasQnabl0 inlf reett for the use of money. The 
price of every thi«i^ would be its relative valae^ 
The ipimd of every ^man would be attuned to 
the circufustaiieeft^nd djities of his condition, 
delighted te perform, the (tart assigned himtby 
Heaven^ and prompt on all occasions, to. kin4 
and aiSe^tioimte offiees*. Suffering indigence^ 
with its Long train of evils, would be banished 
frofljt ampng ws. Charity would, be, what the 
sicriptural egression signA^e^, love, and would 
preclude the multitude af sijns. 

Such would be thehapp^ wsult fron>«an uni- 
vensal observanjoe of the aposde^s exhortation, 

owe 
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ome no fium any things but to love ohe (mother. 
But this is a state of things, which we cannot) 
at present, expect to see. There are, indeed^ 
some passages of scripture, which figurativelj 
and obscurely relate to such a state, before 
the end; Uit whether or ROl;it be in the ooun-p 
sels of Heaven that, this state shall ever aiv 
rive; at present the condition of the #orld i6 
finr otherwise. While it continues mi, those^ 
who obey the law of lore, must run the baizaffd 
of meeting in retnim iiigratii^de^ adversitys 
amd affliction in this world ; although those, 
who obstinately disobey it, iiMur the certaii^y 
of the wrath of God in the world tb come. But, 
let not the consideration of an ungrateful rci- 
turn, for our labour of love, be any discoti- 
ragement , to our diligent prosecution of it. 
Let ms not be weaty mwett-domff; for in dme 
tme\ we shall rec^, if wefcnnt not. Every 
man, who in a virtuous add holy life ob^ 
Godj adds tp the general stock of happiness, 
and does his part to fulfil the purposes of Al- 
mighty goodness. Although in this life, he 
may have no^ benefit from his rightjeous endea- 
HDiirs ; be only is the truly honourable man ; 
Y 3 he 
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he h more honourable in the eye of reason and 
religion, than he, who, without this qualifica- 
tion, toasts a proud birth, and is clothed in 
purple and fine linen^ and fares sumptu&uslif 
mery dag. 

' I think I have now shewn that, by cherish^ 
ing a love for one another, in imitation of the 
love which our Saviour manifested for us, or, 
according to the old command, and. secondary 
to the love of God, i^nch a love as we feel for 
(Ourselves^ we team to repress the malignant 
dispositions inciting us to injurious purposes; 
t6 iBubdue the sensual appetites tempting us 
^infringe the rights, or break in upon the 
-happiness, or any way impede the iniiocent en- 
joyments, of a ftUow creature ; while we ac- 
.(|uire the kind affections, which fill the mind 
with complacency, prompt to benevolent de- 
sign, and render the practice of ben^cence 
.eai^ and delightful ; so that we become ever 
prepared and eager to embrace op{k>rtunities 
-of promoting the happiness of each other, ia 
fnlfilinent of the will of God, and in obedienoe 
-to the law, which He hath prei^ribed, for the 
:government of thd heart, and the conduct of 

life. 
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Wfe/ We, therefore, t* the futj^ncf dfiHk 
hie. / ^ ' . .'.*'■ ,/'\^,^ 

Frdm M ttet has be^nt teid,' toy ' btetBtj^, 
if ybii liave atttiided t6 the ki^dttettt df ttes 
^istouTser; jou mtist be cfoiirinc^dbf the ftil- 
4^ing momentbtis trulfis. ^/ the Chrirtiaii ffi> 
*ot feithfuH^ and diligently, il-oki tittle t6 
time, Aiftke payittettts tijK)n the debt of 16V6'; 
*e noi Billy rum the Ha^td of leavitig Iri^ feW- 
Itol debts agaitist him ; but of ittcntting k rtict 
til debt to society lierer to be discharged ot 
Mdnc^di; in that lie rieiceiVes firottl it taote tha^ 
he gives, employ ing his^ itteaiis ^lid faetiltie^ itt 
ptidje^ts of Tice, sieliisfmess, attid tani^y, regit rf- 
tess bf iibth th^ enjbyiiientj attd stiiferihgii; ot" 
othei^ TUieh, Hkdile, Wfho thu's i^c9dtte thwrr o^ 
li^Midri idpi*omoi^1%e general g(K>d, rumiittg 
cotihtitet to a in v^Houib Uujs of itaiqufty, ini- 
ere^is^ »lhe tt6nb1e and difficulty of it every 
diy ; are fast proceeding to fose^ fhe poWer of 
fnlfitfing'it in atty degree accepfifcfe eveh to 
Diylne mei^cyV attd are rerid^HHg themselves 
most justfy' liable to hk caiSt into jirfson by 
their Heavenfy Jtudg^fe i inlto 6iiW ^cirknei^i 
Y 3 where 
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Mhmre there shall be weeping and gna^ng t^ 
teeth. On the other hand, he, by whom ..the 
law of lore has been piously kept, has dis- 
charged his doty tpoum, hasob^ed.th^law 
of his coui^trj, has been a ben^ctor tospc»»- 
ty. Neyertheldss, although he maj ha^e giye^i 
^uch moreloire than he has received ; although 
Jhis earthly return should be hatted, injustice^ 
.ill-will, oppression, persecution; his duty to 
God still continues his debt of love to his fel^ 
low creatures, so long, as he remain among 
them. Humanly speaking, however, he. has 
^ade mankind his debtor ; and his payment 
is reserved in Heaven : there he has secured a 
treasure, of which no madignity earthly or spi* 
•ritual shall ever disaqipoint hiqif which n,o- 
thing in time or eternity can corrupt or din)i- 
liish. His reward is la^d up in the bosom of 
Him^ who is the fountain of loye* , The debt 
froni an ungrateful, selfish, and sensual world 
may stand in long and large arrear ; but it will 
be repaid tp him a thousand fold in the le- 
gions of light, in the inheritance of glory in-^ 
cflable; in the enjoyment of the good things^ 
tphich pass man's, understanding. 

" To 
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To this infinite recompense, my brethrent 
raise jour expectations and direct your efforts. 
For the bliss that is before you, strive, in this 
abode of infirmity, guilt, and trouble — strive 
to acquire the affections of celestial beings ; 
owe no man any thing^ but^ in despite of envy, 
enmity, injustice, cruelty, or persecution, to 
love one another. In the face of the all-grasp- 
ing avarice, the subtle sensuality, the refined 
voluptuousness, of the age; undeceived by the 
prevailing moral plausibility, which, while 
ft pours from the tongue liberality ,^ humanity, 
and benevolence, conceals a heart of selfishness 
devoted to this world, or lost in its own delu- 
sions; put forth the best energies of your souls 
(and with the prayers of &ith they will not 
be exerted in vain) to love all men, a$ Christ 
hath loved you: owe no man any thing ^ hut 
to love one another. ~- 
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Preached for the Benefit of the National Society for the Education of 
the Po^Ti ott the finl Suiday after a Coofinnation, in thm Year ISEU. 



Proverbs 4. 13* 

Take fast hold <ifinsirucii0nr; ieihermoi go; keep her; 
for she is thy life. 

*V)K7E Gome into existence wbollj uninfoimed 
of the part we have to act in 'it; of tlie 
end, to which it will lead us; of the power, 
who gave it; and of the purpose, for which it 
was given. Even the means of preserving it, 
with every thing that can render it pleasant 
and happy, is to be learned in its progress. 
Most truly, therefore, are we admonished that 
instruction is our life. 

There 
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There is, hoH^e^er, uracil Ta^^ietj both in the 
modes and d>bjects of instruction. Some know- 
ledge is naturally salutary; and in its issues 
happy ; of some the tendency in our frail and 
Titiated being is to evil; and all maybe per- 
rerted to bad consequences, if the mind, which 
receives and retains it, be not formed in truth 
and rectitude. By one knowledge we preserve 
and extend life; in another we shorten or des- 
troy it. As we apply our knowledge ; we im- 
prove and adorn, or deteriorate and deform our 
nature ; dignify and'exalt, or vilify ^nd degrade 
it; render our existence happy, or fill it with 
trouble, pain, or dkquiet tide. 

But, there is one sort of knowledge far su* ' 
perior to every other; because, as I purpose t0 
she^ in this discourse, it enables us to turn 
other knowledge to a good account. Itis at- 
tainable by the instruction, which the Royal 
P^reacher exhorts us to lay fast hold on ; by the 
instruction, that giveth true wisdom, shewing 
iis the ri'ght end of life, and the way, by which 
we may reach it. In other words, this supe- 
rior knowledge is the gift of true religion, or 
that light and information, which the spirit 

of 
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of Gpd poura into the souU 9^ Wiell by bis more 
rimmefUate^ but secret influence, as by his or- 
diaary ^operation tbrotugh the medium of hu- 
.mnn. events, and human leaniing; to pcepare 
us.for happiness here and forever. 

^ It is my intention, on the present occasion^ 
trusting in God^s assistance, 

JP%?^<-r— To 43et before you the excellence, 
utility, and beauty of this knowledge, and 

Secondly — ^To contrast it with that learn* 
ing, which men so much regard, and are often 
#0 assiduous and anxious to acquire. 

And lastly I intend to make some applica* 
tion of the su1]gect to the cause, for which I 
4I0W address you. 

, First then, I have to shew the excellence, 
utility, and beauty of the knowledge reconir 
mended by the wise king of Israel in the wprdt 
of my text. 

There is no person, who believes in the ex^ 
istiBuce of God, and an overruling providence, 
and in even the probability of a future exist- 
ence, who can deny the necessity or utility of 

religion^ 
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j^ligion. Men inaj Irrfe ^thoat Mdigioti, a^ 
mdin J*, wfco profess it, too frequently do, ahd 
Irkboiut an J practical fear or^ love Off tbeBiti^ 
in their hearts t Bnt, if they befief e that due 
Supreme Being made and gotems aU things'; 
that b J his laws the universe, with all that it 
leoniains, is ordered and preserved ; and that 
it will finally be disposed of, as may seeiii 
^ood to his incomprehensible wisdom ; their 
reason, as often as it is consulted, must adnikit 
ihe necessity of learning and obeying his will ; 
of paying Him that reverence and worship, 
which they believe will conciliate his favbtit 
and blessing. Unless they suppose that ^k>d 
Inade the world, and yet has no care foi* H^ 
but leaves it to be governed by chance, or 
fate, or any other name, which their imagina- 
tions^ may devise ; that He gave all the ndble 
i^cultie^ of the human nlind, and will require 
no account for the use of them, but leate theiV 
possessors to use or abuse them, without eithet 
punishnieilt or reward ; unless they indulge 
ihis absurd conjecture, the conclusion is irre- 
sistible, that they owe Him obedifence, adora^ 
tron and service, as the first and proper bus^nes^ 

of 
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of their lives. And, heaee they must acknow^ 
ledge that an acquaintance with hi» law, and 
the power and inclination to keep it, i30ii8ti^ 
tute their chief good, without which all other 
possessions, br endowments, must be.unatiut* 
ing to their permanent and final happiness. 

Such is the inference of natural reason un* 
assisted by divine, revelation. A knowledge 
of the will of the Almighty Creator, in refer* 
ence to the destiny of the creature, for the at* 
tainment of a well grounded hope of His favour, 
is the gr^tt and only sure consolation to this 
juind of man. This truth, at some time or 
Dther doth certainly discover itself to every 
living soul, that is capable of grave reflection, 
whether in the darkness of heathenism, or in 
the light of Christianity. For the mind, by 
its nature and constitution, desires this infor* 
mation* In solitude and depression, so long 
-9S it is unhardened by intercourse with the 
wicked world, looking into itself it consider 
whence it may be derived, and to what in- 
tended. In this contemplation it cannot rest, 
without some light that may irradiate futuri- 
ty, afibrding a consolation of present ills in 

the 
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the prospect, tboligh tongaaA remote, of tk» 
happiness in resenre fiir it^ in other cireiim* 
fftanees, or a subsequent period of being. This 
light it can find in ■othing, bvt the knowledge 
6f the author and disposer of its existeaee. 
Such knowledge, therefore, must lie the object 
of it» most anxious desire, in att its serious 
and reflecting houi^ ; pntkmlarly in times of 
disappointment and adversity; whensoever it 
groans under the cares and burdens of life. 

Happy are they, who possess this Heav^ily 
knowledge. They havea foundation of hope, 
which no earthly yicissitudes or contingencies 
can subvert. They have an ^anchor of the 
soul sure and stedfast,on which they may rest 
in all the storms of life. Nothing can destroy 
the peace of that man, who has a confidence 
that the Creat<H-, and Supreme Lord <^ ^ 
things is bis guide and protector ; and whose 
conscience is a witness that he is walking Imm^ 
bly before Him, to the fulfilment of His will. 
When he lieth down, he is tmt afraid; he shall 
lie down, and his sleep shall be swee^. He 
shall not be afraid fot sudden fecar, nor of 
the desolation of the wioked^ when it cometk^ 
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Jbr tke Jbmd shall keep bia foot fnom being 
taken. He can hmrt no faesitation or pevplex^ 
ity in his course of duty ; because he kiiow^ 
that BOtfaing.aiB be safe £orhim to project or 
do^ which is in resistanoe to the ordinances of 
kit Heaveafy King;, aiid every action, every obi- 
jeot of desire^ which presents the probal^itj 
of offending Hinit Iw cheerfully relinquishes, 
ander the assuranoe that, it is better to fbregu^ 
any gratification, than to run the hazard of 
incurring the iCKspleasare of the gracious and 
Omnipotent beings who rules the powers, and 
fixes the destinies, <^f universal nature. 

Sook is the mode of thinking c^ the natural 
aiind relative to the knowledge of the Divine 
will, and to a sense of the Divine favour* But 
the natuiial a»an,.even in his knowledge of God^ 
ifi unaUe to form his mind, and regulate his 
eaoduct, to the acquisitM>n of ^ the peace and 
resignation, which I have described ; although 
the hiuban understanding, without the aid q£ 
the revelations of Heaven, can do a great deal; 
muich more than many are willing to admit. 
What 1 have sei before vou, would be the con- 
ceptiAii, the desire, and conviction of the re- 
flecting 
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fleeting and inqoinBg mind, esaereisihg ifs 
nataral powers, uninformed by revealed reli^ 
gion. 

Now, this knowledge, whi(^ is the natural 
desire of man, is giren inyuU measure to the 
Christian ; not only in fall measuse, but be<^ 
yond all that we could ask or think. Not on- 
ly is the law of God communicated to us, bat 
bis gift of grace enabling us to keep the law, 
and his gracious purpose of making us erer* 
lastingly happy*, when He shall have proved 
our obedience to it. Nay farther, the, sacrifice 
is declared to us, and already offered, without 
any trouble on our part, for which all our sins 
will be forgiven ; if with unfeigned humility^ 
sorrow, and repentance, we resign and com- 
mit ourselves to the redeeming virtue of Him, 
who made the offering, honestly and diligent- 
ly endeavouring, by the use of the powers 
given us, to keep the Divine command in a 
•holy and righteouis life. Our inheritance is 
the kingdom of God, beginning at the rege- 
neration of baptism, proceeding in the conso- 
lation and succour of the soul, so long as we 
remain faithful, through all the troubles, pains, 
fl adversities. 
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adversities, and temptations of life, iand con- 
tinuing in the everlasting ages of foturitj; 
with still increasing joy and glory. 

This is the instruction, ^faich the text ex« 
horts us to lay fast hold of, which the word 
of God commands us to hearken ta; tx> which 
our Saviour invites us,, in thetiegmpioua wtirdl^: 
come unto me, all ye that labour^ atd/are 
heavy bzd&t, and I wiii ^fioe you rest. >Leam 
of me; far lammeek and lowly in hearty and 
ye shall find rest to yout souls. And -a^h, 
suffet little children to coMe unto me, ctnd 
Jbrbid them not. Whosoever shall notr^cemi 
the kinydom of Heaven as a Ititle child, he 
shall not enter therein. These words of the 
author of eternal life indisputably prerve the 
necessity of religious educstion. Children 
are called to Him ; because they are in a par^ 
ticular manner eligible to his favour, and fitted 
to benefit by his instruction. For,, those who 
are not as little children, those who have not 
tl^eir tractableness, . th£ir single-mindedness; 
those who have not, like little^ children^ the 
moral powers of the mind undepraved, and 
unperverted, by sinful gratifications, are not 

/ qualified 

Z 
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qtvdi&BdyjMt^sAAe^to receive erangeUcal trath ; 
tbty cannot profit by the adsioaitiim, cannot 
grow in the pucture, w0 iipt acceptable to the 
Uessing, ^ the Saviqur ; tkf^ cannot, till those 
pww»n he nestoBe^ by thft DonovaliBg spicU; ot 
QoAj enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 
' The iastrootion, then, meommended in wf 
teiDt, l»eing that whieh the Saviour of the 
world offtted and conunanded; the insteuctioa 
that put§ the soul into the holy i^Kscipline, by 
ivhi^im fulfilment. of the everlasting puxw 
|iMe8,o£;G$3id, wf8 ai$ enal^led t<> pro^arei, ^nd 
bejp$^»f fpia[}ifi^f) j^w^f, the p^^jd i^^efri^l 
g)pi:y I nothing further »^ tp be md^ nothing 
bighev ciiA be thonghl; o^ tp 4ii»play iti ex* 
ediewoe. ^ ' 

But, if we cohnde^ its bei^fits, in ne&renoe 
only to the present existence ; it tisur surpasses 
all other edueation. It dqes not, it is true, 
€ifier worldly wealth or honours; but it surely 
givies what is infinitely preferable to the posh 
^esai^mbf all t^ kin^dtups af the earth; it 
makes txi us a waliHOHlered mind atpeaoe with 
itself, oomplaeent with all around it, having 
all its &icnlties at lib^ty to.d»<;harge its pro* 
per dut^s; a mind capable to conceive, chuse, 

and 
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aqd prosecut:e, what is pleasing to God and 
benpficent to man ; a mind compt)sed through 
all th^ t^Qujbles and perils of mortality, ever 
Vxtfking forw;^^^ in the serenity of hope, tq 
its If eavenly hoiqe. }t renders us friends to 
ourselves, benefactors of the world, the faith- 
ful and approyc^ sefv^nts of Qod^ Ip the 
lYord^ of the appstle, it h^ the promise botJ^ 
vf thk life, at^d of thqt which U ta come. 
What iBore caif be said for its utility ? 

Cpnteqnplating this ^eavenlj instruction, 
sfa^U we not exclaim with the Psalmist, the 
law of the I^ordU an undefiled law convertingi 
tkp soul9' Or J can we illustrate its beauty witl^ 
inp^gery, or express it in language, s^periof 
to that of the royal author of my text? Thf 
fMrchandize qfif is better than the merchan^ 
4ize ofsilner^ and the gain, thereof thanfn/^ 
gold. She is more pfecitfns than rubies, ancf 
all the things thou canst dpsirfi are not to be 
compared unto her. JLength of days is in 
kef right hand, Qnd in her left riches and hor 
naur. Her ways are wayf of pleasantness^ 
and all her paths are peace. Let us, then, heep 
her J my bxethrfin,^r she is ind^ of$r life. 
«« Let 
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Let us, iii tlie second place, go on to put in 
contrast this true wisdom, this Divine instruc* 
tion, with that learning which we see people 
so desirous to possess, which 'to procure for 
their children, parents often bestow so much 
care and expense. 

We may call this what you please ; a good 
education, a liberal education, a polite, an 
riegant, a learned, or scientific, education. 
Suppose any, or all of them ; and if they do 
not include a religious education, they are all 
of them not worth our seeking : being unavail- 
able to conduct us to the issue, to which God 
has pointed dur existence, they are all lost la- 
bour, and treasure ej^pended for vanity. They 
are, itideed, good in their kind ; for certain pur- 
poses in the established order of things. Thoise, 
who are to move in elevated and polished cir- 
cles, should have manners and accomplish- 
meiits suited to the company of those circles. 
T^ose who are to make, or administer laws, 
S^nd to hold the place of authority, should be 
acquainted with man and his history, with 
the customs, capacities, and government of 
their own country, with those of the countries 

around 
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around them, and of thie countries of pte* 
ceding and ancient times. Those, who are to 
have the care of the, bodily health of their 
fellow-creatures, should learn the structure of 
every part of the human frame, the virtues of 
herbs and minerals, the nature, cause, and 
symptoms of diseases. To acquire this know- 
ledge of the sound lawyer, or skilful physician, 
an acquaintance with ancient languages is 
highly useful, and to a degree necessary : conse- 
quently, all, intended for either of these distin- 
guished professions, should be well instructed 
in ancient, as well as modern literature. And, 
for whatever trade, art, or profession, young 
people may be designed, they should be fur- 
nished with the learning, without which, such 
trade, art, or profession, cannot be exercised 
to advantage. Yet, all this learning is for 
worldly, alth9ugh proper and useful, purposes. 
Its benefits do not extend beyond the present 
existence, except so far as they are connected 
with the moral and religious motives of the 
agen|;. And, as all this knowledge is power ; 
if it be not applied under the influence of a 
virtuous and godly mind ; it may become the 
i 3 minister 
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Ittlitiistfer and ii^ilstftiit bf ^ickedttifr^, reAd^f^ 
ihg the possessor in thihy re^pettn as burlf^l, 
ists in others he is useful, to tb^ cbnitatuhitj. 
Therefore, whethei' thife multifarious teaming 
80 generally eilvied and desired be, on th6 
t^hole, salutary to society, or eventually to 
the individual, whd Is endowed with it, tnust, 
in a great measure, depend upon hh prdfiw 
rieticy iu the Religious l^ducation, Which I ana 
liow recommendiilg. 

But further; as human learnilig j^uts k 
tonsiderable difference between orie humiaii 
'Wing^nd another; iti rational estimatiOti^ as 
iVell as id practicsll effect, a greater differ- 
ence than either wealth or birth; a^ large or 
undue share of this learning \xhRts meh for 
low or mekn employments, makes them dis- 
contented in ian hUibble station, disquieting 
them with a desire of better circumstances, 
and fcettfer tothpany, thaii thiS 6rdet of things 
has assigtied to theiii. Those, who have eli^ 
gslnt accomplishments, are eager to display 
them in company, who ktiow how to appt^ 
tiate them. Meu, who, with 8tl*otig intellec- 
tual powers, hate i^cquired an aisi^e store nf 

scientific 
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#cfeiitifi€ knowl^ge, and general learmngi are 
knpatietit of theautfaoiity and a^cieficlency of 
the civil superiors, who both by watut^ and 
edni^ation are less^ endowed thas • theniselveis^ 
and HVhose place, they may justly suppose, 
they dbuld fill highly to their • own hoftoar; 
and with itiU^h more benefit to the pnblic. 

Now in these cases, what, but a sound re<* 
ligious^ principle, shall resttain the gifted in-» 
dhridual from violating the rules of ^social 
ordier, to gratify his vanity, his thirst of faihe,- 
of wealth, or pleasure. A^s^perior mind, and 
higher attainments, havecoi^rred on him the 
capacity ^^r, the employments- of power and 
pre-eminence, and ho has » nbtural ambition 
to fill them ; but on account of his poverty^ 
his mean H^th, or a host of ^tepetitoTs, most 
of wfaom'in natural and acquired ability are 
less euddwed than himself^ he cannot obtain 
them. And) what shall withhold him from 
corrupt, or illegal methods of obtaining them^ 
The terrors of<tbe law may, indeed, have some 
effect. But, do you think that they will suf^ 
fiee toovemwe the artleiit ahd^piring mind^ 
gifted waA quali^^ by natui^ and educaktioii 
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fo^ great M4.d«rm|: di9iig«,'.vribi]eiit i^ in no 
iwr of dinpleas^re frorti. aJJ. Altnii|fhty govftrppr,: 
Irho bM tfafi disposal of a/uture as well aa tba 
presi^nt worl4? Will such a mind rdUo^aiiik 
iU dearest pursuits, or sa^rifio^ij^a faitQii«it^; 
pasgiiM, qpdler aiL^ authority of pftaq^ if it; da 
not believe tljiiit aatharity tp, b«d?yivi^d from, 
w ijatellect ^qperipr to. Iiumaj^^j .hjy .twps- 
ceadent wisdom apd gofli^iwssfnprtliy to i;iUe, 
tlie world, s^4 C0ippeteu,t,i|l?eifito, Vy itr^r 
sis^tib^e pp^^r? Will a ^s^ of fbi^ s^yntr. 
owqipg no $iip^rHC^ intejlfjpt, ap4.^^fffdilig> 
tbe Q?itiw?tioiipf feas.the e^^ of Ijptfe ji*Qiii|tt. 
and sea«ationi bs.d^tjBrwdtuby apy. thing pp&-, . 
sibletp^liuBPiftniJigwpyf frrtnfc.the altmnpt to. 
seize by;for<jepr $jk]»tag^in« theadvMitagei^ ta. 
wbic^. he is petwad^d* h^ jbas* ia .bis o^A.enr. 
dowments.a better claim than those wJbalNiid 
tbetm? iamiconnueed h^/wilLiiot; »id toat* 
te^:the jinstii^ibf mj.m^trmmt^ Ififlight.eite^ 
a large part of tha ,bisl:ory of pur^ pfrii tinM;. 

The iimtniationi that e^K^udos ml^kin, cat^ 
hibits i^w pl^ei^ 9iad^?aiigeif>ii3toentivea,xtf> 
«*J^tbly d^iip)^<^BS:.a9iampter wnge for tem^ 
JwMral bqpp %ft^ d«x»ig «iilefpiiTO|* tod !tliii»^ 
If hile it enlarges^ the field of jeqjoyment, it mul* 

tipliea 
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ti^liefr tim.aomnBB dFdisappomhiient and ^^^ 
<|mtwb, leedhi^ ia^ Ufwdof prosperity «ndi 
pltasitfey \mk confiaiDg tl^e>augtiieiited manp 
tfiiiboM eiabitt^mdi toil, wi mose iibpeleuitniii 
say. It^ cxteiidft d^ign, ^slieirsil^w modeg i0f - 
pcoseculing it^ JieigktenHflolici.tiMk aod qtlicl^- 
eHfti ^mulartion Ibr thc^jvconiniAkbBieiit of itv 
Hbafce aiijefEeefeiof 4racfa ihalractiaB'isitieitfato' 
of disdEchr^c't^iible, ttrifey/aiicfc atiHiiQsity iti* 
tbe1i£eo£in8lll > iHt>, (• * 

iBeligioas iMtroetion^ . wli^e it moderates - 
thfi.desice.ibf ^oardblj-adfiBuitagefl, elevisvtesthe 
fitffi^tumft tOttbeAhinga of rHeayen, and opens 
as6eiio;of liope inloiigtfatnfiitj'^ to which, if 
we omitinii^^faitliliil to^theiDiviBe^woid that 
nivfiibr itfdifiappfiinlweat ciriuiot^^^^ It* 

^ordA^eAnari^tiaB in.tibeiMres and affliction)?' 
of the present itate, oivouflMoribea rather thra 
enlarge tlw sphere of iow anxieties, gives 
twiMiiiiUtir. add f contentmeint tn.ihe most try- 
ing yicis^itJHHks^. H nev««, like idie learning 
of this itwrld) mikes its posaessoib prpud, oon^ 
tetatioos,^ oirerhearing; but fiUs them witb> 
httmilitjr^ meekness, and resignaiioii; never, 
pals tbom, in cQ&criti>r demeanonr, above their 
co ndttim i^ but enables them to discharge its 

duties 
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duties with diligonoe iuiflo^heeffiilQie^s* Ui; 
fine* while tfa^ wisdom of thi& wprlil)iri¥eta' 
t^fi.^iTeetioitti tothe^cishable p(toi(bs^aiis, tUe, 
flcetiag'aiidisedactiTe pfeasdrea, a€tke earthlj^- 
i^oe ; f SAUi Ihek miild with ' retitless: saUcitadftv 
£[>t present ^bjojiii^its, aad (tft^h; tenqrts tO£ 
i})ic)t metbodft !o£ obtaiiiiiig : theuiv^ tin the> feiwk> 
l^tm^.of^tbeDt^iue fa?mir,'aiid of the hofMK 
cifia;happy heceafte^; .trme religion,: oadtliewis-' 
dom which is from above, exalte ohr desires. 
^n^ ^isi^leiids ourpa^ospectfitoliieineorrQpitible 
treasures, that ane'^d up ia tbeeierval man^ 
sions of God; giv^ :us the ^niidirstanding df: 
all bis righteous law> nlflightJB uiiwathfasaense: 
of its excellence^ and! leads ml ^m<obedieQ6e ta 
itj to.thegood things eftdenced in>laith, whick 
€^ekaih mfseen^ enrkath ito< AMitd^ neither 
hfluth.the heart of msm conceived. ' 
;. Front wbat. has .hitherto been mid, .we de^ 
duce these etid^nt troiths : that 'hui^an knowi-^ 
l^ge> without Divine instlructi^Miv is caleu*^ 
iMed ,to.<produce as much evil as good^' to the 
Q(>nimunity, and to : make: xits ^ possesMr the 
gf^at^r pffofkiesitin aUtth^^arts of Tioe : that 
»iipjirflttOUfi ieai^ng, os:ltamingi.tbat>iii Jiot 
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ii^d^j^Mfy io the station of the indiyidua]^ ^h 
^ough it be attended with religi#iiB iiiiitrfid^ 
tion, will generally add tittle, or iiothitig^ to 
his bappineRU, but will i^thet open dew ^t^ 
nues of sneering and discontent : that i^npei^ 
#uods learning) where it is not restriined and 
directed by sound reUgioh and pure morality, 
alnmst certainly operates to break the repose 
lof the individual ; to tempt him to illegal md^ 
thods of promoting his interests, or enjoying 
Jkis pleasures; to invade the rights of others, 
and to break in upon the ^eaoe^ and infi^ge 
the laws of society: and that^ universal eduH 
eatioU) of which the duties and obligations of 
Christianity were not the foundation, * would 
ruin the happiness of individuals, and endan^ 
ger the whole frame of civil government. 

In this view of the subject, how lovely, how 
estimable, does that knowledge appear, which 
my text recommends] Here, my brethren, 
you may clearly see the instruction, which 
you are to procure for your children. You 
may, you ought to give them the learning 
wkidb may be necessary ot beneficial to them» 
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in the situation they are to fill, or the employ- 
ment they are to exercise ; but above all things, 
you at€^ bound to give them that which may 
lead them to Heaven* You may, you ought 
to form them for respect and prosperity in this 
world ; but your especial care should be to 
form them for felicity in the world that is to 
come. And, you will do well to keep in mind 
that the instruction, which trains them t« 
Heaven, can alone form them to taste the pu- 
rest and best enjoyments upon earth ; and tbat^ 
if they have not the wisdom, which is from 
above, all the wisdom of this world will prove 
vanity and vexation, and end in mii^ry. 

And, my younger brethren, let me ask your 
serious attention to a few short admonitions ; 
you, particularly, who having duly learned 
the fundamentals of your religion, have lately 
}}eeli formally cpnfirmed in the faith, taking 
upon yourselves the conditions of the Christian 
covcfnant ; and hav^ solemnly declared before 
God and the church that you will renounce 
the devil and all his works, all sin and wick- 
edness;, that you will believe God's holy word, 
.all thi^t He has revealed necessary to your sal- 
vation, 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XIII. 349 

The Excell^nve of a Retlgto«is Edncation. 

vation ; and that you will serve Him tvvlj^ in 
observance of bis coimnancls to the end of 
your lives. This is your promise; and I hope 
you will be diligent to perform it* But re- 
member, it is God only that gives you the 
power to do this; and, if you neglect Him, 
He will withhold the power, or take it from^ 
you. He worketh in you both to will and to 
do ; but his Spirit will not strive with them 
that resist Him. You must be regular in your 
service to Him, not only in your daily and or- 
dinary conduct^ but ^Iso in the offices of devo- 
tion, both public and private. You may depend 
iipon this; if you neglect the duties of prayer 
and thanksgiving, either at church of at home; 
you will not regard Him in your- though tSi 
purposes, and actions: you will grievously 
and continnally offend Him, and jfind more 
pleasure i\\ following your own sinful inclinar 
tioris, and pleasing a corrupt world, than in 
seeking His favour, who has the gift of eternal 
life. If you do not ask His pardon and bles^ 
sing. He will tiot grant it ; and you will live 
sinful and reprobate: His guardian providence 
will forsake youj. and you will be abandoned 
i to 
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to all the oasuaiitieg, vieiasitades, and tfouMm 
of the natund world, withoat one ray of eom* 
Mlation from Hearen. If you do not comine^ 
merate your Redeem^r^s death and fmffmngu 
:for you, in the way tl|at He hath commandedi 
He will not send the Comforter to ckanse and 
nanetify your hearts^ and lead you in a new 
and holy life; instead of yielding your mem^ 
bers as instruments of righteousness untQ God« 
you will yield them in subjection to a worldly 
mind^ to do the service of sin, and of the 
wicked angel, whom you have promised to 
Tenounce. Need I remind you that the wag«t 
of this service is death, everlasting death ? 
death to aH that is desirable and happy both . 
of soul and body, but life and feeling to all 
that is dreadful and miserable ? 

Now, my brethren, to return to the parti- 
cular occasion of this discourse. 1 have shew^ 
you the utility, and excellence, of the wisdom, 
which Salomon recommends, ' and of its neces- 
sity to make ns happy both in time and etep- 
nity. If you only act under the suggestions 
of that reason, whic^fa God has given you, even 
in your corrupt nature; you will teach th» 

wisdoms 
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wisdom to yeior ohildrett ; and, as ytm xfbvAd 
tmQc\k it tfaam ; y^u will desire, and contribute 
every thing in yoiir power, thftt it may likewise 
be toHgbt jkba childrefr of your fellow-subjeetSi 
and ieli0W-€hrifttians. .Of your liberal eontri- 
buf^ionsmy brethren^ may indulge the greater 
bofMB; because your owii ofiTspring have thi$ 
itiistntiGtion^ without any expense of yours. A 
heimSBLetqr of youir parish, who is now, we 
tra«t, reaping the i^ewardsof bis Christiaji cha- 
rity, has rnnply provided- this benefit for your 
rising families. At kast, if I be rightly in-» 
^f med as to the funds of your school, they 
^re abundant to giv« this necessary education 
to all tbe youth of this parish ; and having 
nothing to do with the <5ondu€t or superin- 
tendence of it, I can only assume that, that 
hi which ^ght to b^ ; and that all your 
children free of expense receive the education 
generally necessary to a Christian life, and a 
€h»istian^j^ hope. I may, theriefore, with inore 
reason and confidence, call upon you for a li- 
beral srpbscription towards aflTording to the 
ehildren of others the same inestimable advan- 
tag? ai with the more coflfideuoe, I say, I may 

ask 
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ask froB joa an ample collection ^'fer the In- 
corporated National Society, for promoting the 
education of the poor, in the principles of the 
established church throughout England and 
Wales/^ You are caljed upon for nothings 
but a pecuniary donation, the least that any 
person, who has amythity to spare, cap cmi- 
tribute to a valuable, beneyolent, and godly 
purpose^ No personal trouble is required of 
you ; you are oHly entreated to put your hand 
to your purses, and draw from Them such ^ 
contribution, as may not diminish your means 
for ^ny purpose more or equally necessary* 
inore or equally acceptable to your Heavenly 
Master, who hath declared that, whosoever 
shall give to a needy disciple a cup of cold 
^ater, shall in no case lose his reward. What 
is now demanded of you is something to buj 
the bread and water of life, for those, who have 
them not. Give then, and it shall be given to 
you more abundantly. Be not niggardly and 
^y you have nothing to part. with. You all 
have something; and consider whether you can 
withhold it without grievously offending the 
Universal Giver. You are not asked to pro- 
mote 
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mote an education for the poor that will T€tk^ 
der them, unfit for useful labour, and low em- 
ployment ; that will raise their expectations 
aboye tbeir cottdition^ and thus secretlj place 
before them the allurements of pride and vice; 
that will set their desires upon those things* 
which must necessarily be the attainment of 
few. What your liberality can contribute to 
procure for them is that, which will teach 
them humility, and resignation to the Divine 
will) circumscribe, their yiews to their station, 
give them contentment, and patience, and in-> 
dustry, in any circumstances, however mean, in 
which providence may place them; which 
will make them humble, honest, and useful, 
in their respective callings ; will^ raise their 
prospects from earth to Heaven, and help them 
to acquire, what might be the inheritance of 
all, if all would do^ their duty to God and each 
other, peace in this world, and everlasting fe« 
licity in the future. ' You desire that your- 
selves and your children may tread the road to 
Heaven, and, at the end of this earthly pil- 
grimage, enter the everlasting gates* You 
will, then, do all in your power to open and 

prepare 
2 A 
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pvapare the foad for athers, who hare the sama 
cUiBtination, but fiail of equal means. If jou 
do BOt impart the fecilities^ which are in 
your power; it is the law of God that yon 
throw impediments in joar own path. Con** 
sider how grateful will be the reflection in 
your last hour, that, what jrou give to-day, 
may have contributed to sare a soul from 
death, and effect a work, in which God, and 
saints, and angels take delight. 

Finally, my brethren, if you desire to senre 
the cause of righteousness, and actively assist 
to advance an 6bject of your daily prayers, the 
prosperity of the kingdom oi God upon earth; 
if you would form the attached and trusty ser^ 
vant, the frugal and contented labourer; if 
you would promote peace, and propriety in 
our streets-^-order and harmony in our dwel- 
lings-^temperance, industry, and humility^-- 
chastity, integrity, and piety, in all the lower 
departments of the community; if you would 
render the children of t<>il and poverty the 
conscious but unassuming, benefitctors of 
mankind, the dutiful children of .God, and 
the hopeful heirs of everlasting liife; if, by af- 
^ fording 
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fording occasion for the increase of virtue, 
happiness, and physical strength, among the 
poor, you would add to the prosperity, power, 
and renown of your country ; if you be good 
and loyal subjects, and comply with the wishes 
of the king; if you be benevolent men and 
obedient creatures, to serve God, and benefit 
one another ; if you be good Christians — ^faith- 
ful servants of your Blessed Lord, to do his 
commands, in informing and assisting your 
needy brethren ; if you would obey both your 
governors and superiors upon earth, and your 
Heavenly governor, protector, and Redeemer; 
you will on this occasion, contribute liberally 
— to the utmost of your means; — ^and all that 
you give, the Supreme giver will lay up for 
you as treasure in Heaven; you will be using 
the unrighteous Anammon of this world, to 
purchase a reception into the everlasting ha- 
bitations, when the soul shall be ejected from 
its earthy tabernacle. 
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The Interest taken by Celestial Beings in the Righteousness 
and Salration of Man. 



/ Freached on the Fcptiral of the Epiphany. 



Ephesians 3. 10. 



To the intent thai now unto the principalities and powers in 
Heavenly places^ might be known by the church the mani* 
fold wisdom of God. 



fWlHE moral faculties of man are so impaired, 
and depraved by sin, that he has not a 
full perception of its turpitude. A sense of 
its baseness grows upon us, as we meditate 
upon the truths of Divine Reyelatioui and 
search into the weakness and corruption of, 
the human heart.\ While the soul is thus en- 
gaged, it is filled with gratitude and venera- 
3a3 tioa 
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tion to the Almigbtjr, for his goodness and 
wisdom 4n plrofidin| t&c^ildlultieb Itft iniqui- 
ty, and preventing us, unless we despise his 
mercies, from being iorever shut out from his 
&iyour. 

The universal Ci-eMwbi^^ the fountain of 
all honour and excellence ; to give Him praise 
and honour, and to do what He delights in, 
must be tfefe ohly HUl^ toiii ^te^ of Ihe intel- 
lectual creature; and, anj want of confidence 
in his word is a denial of ihe uiBhiie perfec- 
tion in which He exists. Therefore, any dis- 
trust of his Vfectitdife, 6V Vteistattc^ to his will, 
while it is infinitely offensive to Him, must be 
pjernicious and ^iegraSihg td ib^ ihtettedt thit 
admits it ; pernicious and degrddilig t© the ito- 
tellect, in all its powers, and till it be reno- 
vbted by the pown Ithat gave it, in ail fDfe 
p^iiod of i^s eixistkice. 

Th^ truth of ^his isentiment cKscJoses itsblf 
ai» W^ >dtfiy tionten^sute the tjase of Ofir ^first 
pMtote^^(Vfa6^ 9iibmi'£tiii^ their Teascm to the 
tcikiptet^ in idistrmt •and €fmteiii|)t'^ €bd'« 
asBarwMi^ and TOsmiiafiftli^ k)st the iln^teHectiial 
)p6^mt aikd ^i^ty, with whieh He had en- 
dowed 
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d^wed tfaem; and thus 1>eeame not mereljr 
miwofthjv bat disqualified, to continue the 
objects of his favour and afibction : they for- 
feited their state of felicity ; and, with all their 
p<isterity, were doomed to toil, suflering, and 
death. To the blesisiings so forfeited they couM 
1^ be restored, but by the regeneration arid 
sanctification of the spirit of God ; and, this 
could be granted them solely on account of 
the propitiation ftwr sin, eternally decreed in 
the Divine counsels. As what is decreed, by 
the eternal and self-existent being, is certain 
and inevitable ; althou^, in the conception 
of a finite mind, it may not have taken place; 
this eternally decreed propitiation, nothing^ 
less than the sacrifice of the Son of God in the 
flesh, was, we conclude, always in every age, 
available to the sinner, who nought its benefit 
in the conditions of the covenant of mercy ; 
that is, to him, who did not resist the spirit 
of graoe lliat was given, and became acceptable 
to God, by the effectual use, which God only 
can appreciate, of the powers with which he 
was endowed; or, to speak in language more 
eomonant with Scripture, who had fkith yield- 
2a4 ing 
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ing the fruit of righteomnegs, in proportion 
to the light and knowledge offered bim of the 
truth and dispensations of God. 

Thus, although, bj the truth and goodness 
essential in his being, God passed sentence 
upon the sinner; jet he had mercy and.bene- 
Tolence towards the unhappy creature; and 
proTided the means of his salvation, on condi- 
' tion that he could be separated from sin, ex- 
ercising the powers and retaining the dignity 
of a rational and accountable agent. He ap- 
pointed him atonement for the guilt, and 
purification from the pollution, of sin ; and 
gave his Spirit to enlighten and direct him 
to salvation, comforting and strengthening 
him in newness of mind. 

The Scriptures always describe God as re- 
luctant to punish iniquity, and desirous to 
Slave the transgressor, if he will repent and 
amend; and all the Heavenly host of an gels 
are represented as desirous to understand, and 
see fulfilled, the eternal purpose of mercy and 
salvation/ Our Saviour, in three very affect- 
ing parables, has illustrated the joy, that is 
in Heaven, for the recovery of a sinner. And, 

the 
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the apostle, in the words of my text, infonns 
us that, one end of his preaching was, ^o cer- 
tifj to the principalities and powers, in Hea- 
venlj places, the manifold wisdom of God in 
the salvation of man. « 

It is, therefore, mj purpose, in my present 
discourse, as suited to the event, which we this 
day celebrate, the manifestation of the Saviour 
to the heathen world, to endeavour to set be*, 
fere you the interest, which the holy BXkgeh 
fake in your salvation and eternal happiness, 
my brethren; that it may be an incitement to 
you to take a proper interest in it yourselves; 
that it may give you a stronger conception of 
the baseness and heinousness of sin,and;awaken 
the energies of your souls to remove it; that 
you may more earnestly labour for the accom- 
plishment of your own happiness to. the glory 
of God, when you see and consider that, the 
principalities and powers in Heavenly places 
are desirous and even employed for its accom- 
plidiment. I propose 

Pirsi-^To explain to you the words of my 

textf 
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text) with all their tefyrence to God's gneiow 
dMigii) and wondeiful acoompliBhment) of 
man's redtmption. 

Seeendfy^-^To draw from, the exposittoii « 
lesson and incitement of piety. 

The proposition in my text put into its na- 
tural order will be thus: that the mam^hld 
I»i$d9m of Cfod might he known to tk$ prim*^ 
eipalUies and powers in He^enl^ pimces^ fry 
ih$ a^reh^ that isi by means of the diOYch, by 
tJbe doctrines^ constitution, establishment, mm! 
inef ease t^ the ehntch. What should be un- 
dei«tood by the words princ^^oHtie^ tmdpom^ 
m^ in M&mmi$ places has been mi^tter of ooa^ 
tMt^^rsy; and some of no mean Mime have 
Miatained that) the words signify the sciibea 
and plmtiteeS) and ohref priests of the Jewa« 
But by the ertaUnshment of the OtristkM 
chftirclK tfaait of tke lews was sopenseded^ and 
tlnrt: ^totablislmient being eifibeted, WB oaa li^^ 
ly enppost tb^t, to tke«)ewi^ cboiK^h wbnid be 
given the honoured appelk^ion t)f the prhm^ 
polities and powers in Heavenly places. And, 
i^^vfCM^iofiM^dwittbat 4;hii$ high distinctioa 
. /i was 
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WHS then triknred to thsit ickwch ; We eaftiiM 
yet thmk tfeiDt tke mimifoM wisdom tdf iSod 
vw made ktioWH to the Jewisii mlert l^j di» 
Cfatistian ofaurit^^ wkteh th^ MieTe to be nd 
cfhnrcfa of Gbd at M. Tjve gdvenments and 
powers, to wbom tl^ manifiiid wisdom of Giod 
WW ma^ known hy the QiHstiati ^kvfiA, me 
tlie difie^fent ordets vi angels in Heaven. By 
the mamjMd toisdom itf Ood^ is signified Uie 
various wayst in which the wisdom of God is 
Exercised and displayed for his gfery in the gobd 
of hilB creatures ; and since^ in the following 
Terse, there H « dirtet AppHcatiob to the pur<^ 
pose of God in Christ Jesnsi, the wisdom her* 
mea«it mnst sigfiify the wisdotn of God in his 
scheme of t^deemiilg tfian ftom the.condemn»> 
tkm^f sin, and making him heir<>f ^ blessed 
immi^^ky . The varielaeis of this widdiotn s%« 
nify the Several dispensations of religion, whidh 
God gave to man to infi^rm aatd direct him in 
his dttty and service to Htte, shewing him th# 
light of his trnth,and the way of salvation ; they 
signify also the progress ^nd t&bet^ of those dis-* 
petisiatiotts, in the gradnal advanc^ement of the 
gi*9^nd^mrpose of hiii providence^ through all. 

the 
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the ages of the world, to its maturit j in the 
preaching lind propagation of the Gospel a- 
mong the heathen. To the angels this wisdom 
of God was graduallj unfolded; because his 
sereral dispensations succeeded each other, and 
were gradual in their progress ; consequently 
their Imowledge of his wisdom was considera- 
bly increased, when they beheld the pros- 
perity, and final establishment of the Christian 
Church. 

-Therefore, in considering the meaning of 
the expression, the manifold wisdom of Ood, 
we are taken back to the fall, when we have 
the first notice of a Redeemer in the promise' 
of the Victory of the seed of the woman over 
the serpent. We then think upon the dispen- 
sation which God gave to our first* parents, 
and which they delivered to their posterity. 
For it is not less contrary to reason, ^than it is 
inconsistent with some records' of scripture, to 
suppose that He left them to the unassisted 
light of their natural understanding, gave 
them no knowledge of his will, no further^ 
itatimation of the scheme that he formed in 
eternity, and wsu» always prosecutiog, for their 

redemption 
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redemption to life and felicity, no rule bj 
which they might walk, through mortality and 
suffering, to the immortality and glory for 
which he always designed them* In reason 
there is surely nd foundation for such an 
assumption; and the sacred records do not 
afford negative evidence for it. It is true, the 
history of Moses has no direct affirmation of 
such a religion ; but it mentions circumstances 
from which we must infer that such a religion 
existed. Sacrifices were offered in the earliest 
period of the fall; and St. Paul tells us that 
Abel offered a more acceptable service than 
Cain through that faith, which, having Christ 
for its object, is justification to the sinner. 
We read also that, God conversed with holy 
men before the flood. And, can we think that 
He did not prescribe to them a form, by which 
they should worship Him, and a law by which 
they should obey Him in their lives. The 
Scriptures tell us that where there is no law, 
there is no transgression ; therefore, when God 
declared a transgression. He must have refer- 
red to some known law. Shall we assume that. 
He left thew hopeless in the condemnation to 

misery 
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misery and death, without any p96aKite0f pat^ 
den and redemption; isdthough he eotmefaed 
with theni) and beheld their raeriflce^ fc^et«t 
iog one, and accepting MMither ) This ie ai^ 
#pinidn too improbable to be admitted^ unless 
it were directly affim^d by the saoi«4 writ^ 
ings. We, therefore, necessarily conclude 
that, in the ages preceding the flood, God 
gave a dispensation fbr the guide and consota^i 
tion of his fallen and helpless creatnres. 

It is clear, however, whatever might be the 
religion, which God dispensed in the first ages, 
it was not availing to turn men to righteoust 
ness ; for tl^ir wickedness became so abomi** 
nable that it pleased Him tp sweep them from 
the face of the earth. Now, we cannot suj^iese 
that, the new race had less information of the 
will of God, and the laws of righteousness, than 
those who were cut off, because they resisted 
his will, and violated his righteous law. Noah, 
who, with his family, was saved to r^eopfe 
the world, was in the confidence of God, and 
a preacher of righteousness. He lived to a 
great age, and no doubt instructed bis niime^ 
reus posterity in the mode of worship, and 
way of life, which God had commanded. 

We 
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We now come to the time of that dispeitta^* 
tion uiually called the patriarchal, which^ i 
beliere, is always reckoned from the calling of 
Abraham. Here it is proper to observe that, 
in the time of Abraham, there was in the earth 
a priesthood of that high order, to which God 
consecrated the blessed Sariour, sajing tkou 
4irt a prieit forever after the order ofMehkU 
Medeck* This person, whosoever he was, or 
whatever was the distinguishing characterise 
tick of his priesthood, for of this we have only 
some obscure intimations, was Abraham's su^ 
perior; for Abraham paid him homage and re- 
verence. Abraham, the father of that natural 
race, among whom the promised Saviour was to 
be bom,and lay the foundation of the universal 
eharch, in future ages, being himself the chief 
eomer stone ; the father likewise of that spi*** 
ritual race of which alone the true uniFersai 
church was to consist ; this distinguished pa* 
triai^eh paid homage and tithes to a priest of 
the church of God, that existed before he was 
oonstitnted the father of the faithful to both 
the Jewish and Christian church. 

We have here also to note that the rite of 

circumcision 
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circumcision; instituted in Abraham, was a 
seal of the justification o/fdithy which Abra^ 
ham had being uncircumcised. It was an out- 
ward sign, not of faith, but of an inward and 
spiritual benefit, justification from sin, grant- 
ed for the faith he possessed before circumci- 
sion, on account of its purity and e^xcellence 
to produce works of obedience. This faith, 
the same in quality, if not in degree, we know 
from the authority of St. Paul, was possessed 
by Noah, and bj this, he became heir of the 
righteousness, which is by faith. From the 
same authority we learn that, by faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not see death ; 
and that, Abel ofiTering to God a more excel- 
lent sacrifice thanCain^ obtained witness that 
he was righteous : God would not impute un- 
righteousness to him; for the nsike of that 
efficient atonement, which was to be made on 
the cross, and of which the sacrifice which he 
offered might be a commanded type. Abel, 
Enoch and Noah had not, that we know, the 
external sign of circumcision ; but they had the 
benefit of the inward and spiritual grace, the 
righteousness of faith. Should we not^ then, 

concludi^ 
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' conclude that, since God granted to thenit in 
full measure, the spiritual benefit, He commu- 
nidated to their understandings the doctrine^ 
of justification by faith; and that fhey had 
consequently sonie prescribed tenets of reli« 
gion, and mode of Divine worship. 

You see, my brethren, the point, for which 
I am now contending is, that before the calling 
of Abraham, God gave a dispensation of reli- 
gion for the guide and consolation of man ; and 
that a dispensation existed as well before as 
after the flood. To this I might add that, the 
religion taught by Moah continued piany cen- 
turies after the call of Abraham, although 
very muph corrupted and obscured. And, 
it is not altogether improbable that the Magi 
of the east, who, guided by a star brought 
their offerings to the infant Saviour, were a 
late remnant of the corrupted primitive, or 
patriarchal dispensation. 

The last argument, which I shall bring to 
establish this, is from the doctrine of the re- 
surrection so clearly set forth in the book of 
Job. Job is supposed to have lived about the 
time of Moses, but appears to have been un<» 

acquainted, 

aB 
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acqiuuttted, and Hncomiected, with kim wmd 
tftis rdigaoiu Hte mutt, therrfore, hmire kamed 
hk atMAMoe of the marmction from the itt- 
iMrmatioB of fiome prior dispeosatioiitimpreased 
mwe TiTidlj and cleariy on hk mind, by the 
Holy Spirit. Indeed, the reMirrtction of thf 
hody is not specifically any part of the law of 
Bfoees, althon^ it was in the belief of earlier 
times. Job being of the posterity of Abraham, 
the knowledge of die resurrection might have 
descended to him, by tradition, from that pa- 
triarch, to whom it might be communicated 
byCiod himself. But is it not an equally pro- 
bable supposition, which arguments both from^ 
sacred 9tnd pro&ne history might be brought 
to support, that the doctrine of the resurrection 
was a leading tenet of the primitive revelation 
of God, and known to the holy men of the first 
ages of the world ? 

I am aware that the declaration of Job con- 
cerning the resurrection of the body is gene- 
rally accounted prophetical, and to have been 
communicated to him by the immediate inspi- 
ration of the Holy Spirit. But the manner of 
its introduction, in his dialogue with his 

friends. 
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friends, is no more of prophecy tbi^n otherwise. 
And, if this Was wholly a prophecy; are W# 
thence to conclude that, it was the first in^ 
£[>rniatiOn of the resurrection giten to man ? 
Should we admit this to be the sour(;e, whentd 
the Jews had their knowledge of it? There it 
ground to suppose that, the opinion of fht 
iK^ul^ reunion with a body was pre^ali^ftt ifi 
the idolatrouisi nations of the e^rth betbre thk 
time of Job; and it seems to me a hypdthe^ift 
touch more reasionable, tnore consistent with 
existitig revelation, and more consonant witli 
the dogmas of heathen theology. Which iti lill 
J>robability were chiefly corruptions of th^ Dl- 
tine primitive faith, that, at least unambigu- 
ous intimations of the resurrection were coflk 
tained in an early religion given t6 the fhtl- 
to creature ; and that Job had his first ap- 
prehension of this great truth from the cur^ 
rent belief among the pious of his generation; 
Itltboogh the Spirit of God had more distinx^tly 
and forcibly exhibited it to his righteous and 
holy mind. • 

It is generally held by divines that^ the re- 
4empiiim6(iaan by Jesus Christ was predicted 
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in the patriarchal dispensation, typified in the 
Mosaic,, and consummated in the Christian. 
Butt however admissible this may be as a ge- 
neral proposition ; the Redeemer was not only 
foretold in God's promise to Abraham, but he 
was also typified in the meditated sacrifice of 
Is^ac, The Redeem^er, and the redemption 
irom.sin to a Heavenly inheritance, were not 
more fully typified in the deliverance of the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt, and 
their settlement, in Canaan, nor in the rites 
and ceremonies of the law of Moses; thai;i 
:they were expressly fpretold from time to time 
.\fy the Jewish prophets. The great design of 
.God in* the Jewish dispensation was, to sepa- 
rate to himself a chosen people, among whom 
.the Saviour was to be born; among whom his 
.visible church was to be erected for the prieser- 
^vaiion of his name and worship, of the know- 
ledge and practice of his law, in the midst of 
a corrupt and idolatrous world, by the force 
of temporal rewards and punishments, till the 
time should be fulfilled, jTor the Saviour, the 
messenger of the universal covenant of grace 
.and salvation to appear, and lay the founda- 
.iion of ihe visible universal diurch. 

I 
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I have thus briefly traced the nature and 
more prominent circumstances of the several 
diiipensations of God for the salvation of sin* 
ful mabi which, in the Words of my text, are 
styled the manifold wisdom of God. To^en- 
ter at large into the subject ; to point out; all 
the events recorded in the holy scripture, 
which were in the direct accomplishment of 
the grand scheme of our redemption ; and to 
shew, in their connection with profane and 
general history, its auxiliary accomplishment 
in God's universal government of mankind; 
in all which the holy angels were ministering 
spirits^ or attendant spectators; would occupy 
volumes. I trust, the hasty sketch here of- 
fered, has awakened in you meet reflections 
on this merciful and stupendous .jSprk of the 
Almighty, which in its consummation was 
matter of exceeding joy, as in its progress it 
had been of holy hope, or of righteous and 
delightful occupation, to the blessed inha- 
bitants of the spiritual world. * 

Reviewing what has been said in illustration 

of my text, we come to this summary. The 

angels of God, who had rejoiced at the crefi- 

tion, and were concerned at the fall of man ; 

3 B 3 who 
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Wbo m%h t^t foffowt which <wi be felt by 
celeitinl orfat«re», hud witnenped the defec* 
tiw of wr Arst purents froni their fiiith in 
their Msiker, thence froia obedience to hit 
will, and, in consequence, their degradation 
from the moral and intellectual dignity, in 
which they were created, with their subjection 
to misery and death; — ^Hho,altfaough delighted 
with some distinguished instances of faith in 
the antediluvian race, nerertheless, with dis- 
^pointed expectation, saw the primitive dis* 
piensation terminate, and the fallen creature 
net restored to righteonsness and life ; — ^ho 
having beheld the destruction of the first rac^, 
for their wickedness, saw a new race rise up 
under another dispensation, imitating those 
who preceded them, by rebelling against their 
Maker, andn^erving the spirits of darkness ia 
vrorks ef iniquity and the worship of idols; — 
who had witnessed the culling of Abraham to 
be the lather of the faithful, a^d the promise 
to him that his posterity should inherit a wide 
snd fertile eountry, and that in his seed all 
niations of the earth should be blessed ^-^wh•^ 
laid seen this pronuse gradually fulfilled in 

ihm 
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the sepafatioB of a bn»eh of big potterit j 2m 
% pecalkr people to God, and tbe eitaUidb^ 
Meat of God's won^ip^ and the erection of hkr 
temple among them ; — who had vratehed the 
Tariewi fortunes of this proud and ttifi-oecked 
face connected as they were with the rise and 
and fall, the prosperit j and desolation, of tha 
great 6ities w empires of the world ; — ^who had 
heard the inspired prophets repeat tieir pre-^ 
dfictions of an uniTersa) Redeemer, — had con* 
templated all the types exhibited of the pro^ 
mised redemption, and in the fnllness of tinM 
had witnessed the manifestation in the flesh of 
the Son of Godr to consummate that great and 
desired work, had joined in the hymn of gra^ 
tulation and praise at his birth, known the 
prophecy that He should be a fight to lighten 
the gentiles, and seen the sages of the gentiles 
ofl^r their gifts, and do Him homage and revel- 
rence as their King and Saviour ; — had attended 
Him in his trials and sufferings on earth, in 
the scenes of his itiinistry, in his death, resur- 
rection, and ascension ; — these Heavenly bein^ 
beholding Him at length seated on the throne 
of glory on the right hand of His Father, with 
3b4 all 
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all things put under him, death disanned of its 
8ting, and the grave deprived of victory, had 
exceeding joy, in beholding the admission of 
the heathen to the covenant of mercy and sal- 
vation ; the propagation of the Gospel among 
all nations; the constitution and prosperity of 
the church, through which upon those who 
sat in darkness the light shined, and the faith 
lost in par^idise was w idely restored and dif- 
fused by the Holy Spirit to the attaininent pf 
righteousness, in the hope of everlasting glory; 
things veiled in obscurity from preceding times* 
but then clearly manifested in attestation of 
the. manifold wisdom of God, which had thus 
accomplished his eternal purpose in Christ 
Jesus, according to his appointment in the 
disposition of ages and the fate of empires ; 
and had fulfilled the promise to Abraham^ 
making all nations blessed in the spiritual seed 
of that faithful patriarch, and opening a way 
to the Heavenly Canaan for the reception and 
assembly of them out of all ages and countries. 
Seeing then, my brethren, the interest which 
the holy angels take in the happiness of man- 
kind; what is the degree of concern, which it 

behoves 
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behoves us to take; what is the ardour we 
should cherish, and the diligence we should 
use; for the same object? This belong to the 

Second head of my discourse, which the 
time admonishes me to dismiss briefly. 

The angels can have no apprehension for 
their own state, beyond that caution, which, it 
may be presumed, all rational creatures, who 
are free agents, must observe for their owa 
right conduct. Thev are securely happy in the 
favour and presence of God, their delight be- 
ing to obey and serve him. If these holy and 
happy beings have watched his dealings with 
hip creatioi\ from^ the beginning of time, gra- 
tified when his will was done, in the effected 
salvation of any of his sinful creatures ; if his 
scheme of redeeming man to life and immor- 
tality Was what they always desired to look 
ilito, and its accomplishment was to them a 
matter of joy and wonder^ can we be indif- 
ferent to the course of his providence; fi?^, 
whose all depends upon it? can we be cold 
and senseless seeing the accomplishment of 
the design, without which we mi^st have been 

hopeless 
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iK^pelesa ^our destiny bejiind the graved Dd 
we then look only m dueflj to the tUngs thmt 
are present^ and neglect those that be eternal ^ 
While the spirits of light are concerned for us, 
and luuvionKBe with God Himself in the desire 
to see ua break the £»tteni of smy and entibracey 
with gratitude and diligence, the pardon and 
grace which are c^Ssred us; are we onwored at 
Ithe superabundant mercy, and fixed to serve 
the spirits of darkness? Have we na desire 1^ 
KfTe the Almighty Father of atl mereiee?'-^ 
to make oarselres everlastingly happy in doing 
what He commands' and desires ^ Have we no 
anxiety to renounce the sin that so of^ndv 
Him ?-~so degrades the nature thrvt He gave 
us, fimd must finally preclude us from the 
baf>py destiny to which He created us>^ HafHi 
we BO< conception of the baseness of disobeying* 
so^ good, and so kind a being, of the despicable 
Iblly pf continuing to o^nd Him, and to gra- 
tify the malignant and accursed spirits whomr 
He has doomed to everlasting bitterness ? Sup- 
posing that you can, my brethr^i, by foEfow- 
ing the ways of the sinfol worfd for a few 
years, catch a few feverish and momentary en- 
" ' joyments; 
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JQyments; qau you put these in competition 
with the ^Eiyouf and blessing of aa iofinitely 
great and merciful God, with the approbation 
and congratulation of angels, with the eTcrw 
lasting and incooceivable happiness prepared 
for you in Heaven ? Or, can you bear to com- 
pare them, (a sad and horrible comparison !) 
with the miseries which, if you will not ac« 
cept Heaven, must be your portion in the re- 
gions, and with the powers,, of darkness ? 

To these questions) my brethren, 1 can rea* 
dily anticipate your answer. No person,, with 
any use of reason, would cbuse eternal misery^ 
although he may not cultivate the disposition^ 
of mind, by which it is to be avoided. You 
will all of you say that, you desire to be ever^ 
lastingly happy. But, why do you not direct 
your conduct, and ibrm your hearts, consistent-^ 
ly with this desire? If you would share Heaveui 
with the holy angels; you must turn your miada 
to the things, upon which they are always in- 
tent. They employ their powers, and embrace 
all opportunities afforded them, to learn th^ 
inanifold wisdom of God ; amd universally to 
promote hit designs^ to tbe. extent of hi* will. 
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Do you not then, endeavour to learn his will, 
and seek your best comfort in doing 'it ? Bo 
you not read the scriptures^ in which his will 
is revealed, and listen to your spiritual in- 
structors, by whom those scriptures are ex- 
pounded, and their duties inculcated ? The 
blessed spirits above, among whatever other 
avocations the Supreme Creative Being has 
aipsigned them, attentively watch your lives ; 
and are delighted, when they observe them 
proceeding in a course of righteousness. Can 
you think that you shall attain to their felici- 
ty ; if you do not look to your ways, and di- 
rect yourselves by those laws, which to obey 
and see. obeyed, is their sole employment and 
pleasure ? If they were grieved at the defec- 
tion of Adam's faith, and have joy at seeing 
it restored in any of his posterity.; do you 
neglect to seek and cherish such faith, when, 
without it, you must perish forever ? 

The manifold wisdom of God^ which I have 
thus hastily and imperfectly set before you, 
as engaging the sedulous attention of the ce- 
lestial beings, comprehends every thing of 
grandeur, beneficence, and niercy, that the 

human 
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human mind can conceive. If it do not gain 
your hearts beyond any earthly consideration ; 
it is difficult to say whether you have more of 
folly or ingratitude. As the word of God con- 
tains every thing that is great and good, and 
the apostle tells us it is in the hearts of be- 
lieverS) the holy spirit having planted it in 
them ; if we do not cherish and keep it there ; 
we are to the lowei^t degree base and worthless. 
It should have the ascendancy in our thoughts' 
at morning, evening, and noon day, in busi- 
ness and retirement, in recreation and amuse- 
ment; to its exclusion nothing should at any 
time possess the mind. We are bound not 
only to meditate upon it, but to meditate de- 
voutly and continually, with all our intellec- 
t|ial faculties, and with our purest affections, 
fervently praying to Heaven that we may have 
the full understanding of it, making it the 
rule of our lives, the repository of our hopes, 
the source of our consolation and happiness. 

If, in this devotion to its maker, the soul 
should feel itself neglected and forlorn among 
men, yet through faith it has its consolation 
in the regions of eternal bliss; the Holy Spirit 

administering 
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administering to it, and the invisible beings 
that surround the eternal throne being privy 
to its piety and submission to the Father of 
mercies, and rejoicing to behold in it another 
illustration of the manifold wisdom of the I>i- 
vinity, another accession to the pleasure mys- 
terious and incomprehensible to us, which th^ 
everlasting God condescends to take in the 
salvation of man. 

These are thoughts Suited to the hout that 
IS passing; to the event which we this day ce- 
lebrate, the manifestation of the Saviour to 
the gentile world, of which we, my brethren, 
are a part, God grant that, in these reflection* 
your consciences may have peace. But, a large 
part of professing Christians, I am sorry to 
say it, live as if the being of the whole man 
terminated forever, when their bodies rest in 
the grave ; as if, because life is a vapour that 
soon vanishes, they had nothing to do in it^ 
but to eat, drink, and be merry. Youj my 
brethren, may possibly be more influenced by 
the example of these your sinful felloiv«^rea» 
tures, than by that of your atoning Saviour, 

and 
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and of the holy angels. But, let me assure 
you that God cannot change. He is faithful 
and just to keep his word forever ; to assign 
their due portion to both the wicked and the 
righteous. From his hand tranquility here, 
and everlasting felicity hereafter, solicit your 
acceptance. If you decline them; you have 
no alternative, but everlasting torment, with 
those spiritual beings, who are opposed to the 
angels mentioned in my text, and have their 
gratification in drawing you to the perdition, 
which is their own portion. Whether you will 
be partakers with them, or with the holy an* 
gels, who are desirous and employed for your 
salvation, it is for yourselves to determine. 
God gives you the power to serve Him, or not 
to serve Him. Therefore, whether your lives 
be righteous or wicked, they will be your own 
work; and your own will be the irrevocable 
and eternal issue. 



FINIS. 



S. Danlu, Printer, Bewdlej. 
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